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IO Top Pop TUM! | speak To THE STARS’ ~W “TAKE A MEMO TO THE MOON’ ® ‘lOvE YOU DEARLY. © ‘HIGH HOPES’ 
wiry EDDIE FOY, JR.- NANCY WALKER - MARTHA HYER- BILL.GOODWIN - MARCEL DALIO - HAYDEN RORKE - JAMES BURKE - screen Play by JAMES 
Music by Sammy Fain + Lyrics by Paul Francis Webster 








UUIRA-NEWY LOOK IN MUSICALS FOR‘ AN ULIRA-HAPPY EASTER ! 


ddddddddddddddddddddddddrrom WARNER BROS. 


IT STARS 


CUMMINGS 
b PHILSILVERS 


‘BLUEBELLS OF BROADWAY’ PARISIAN PRETTIES’ ‘SUPERSTITION SONG’ ‘| WANNA SING LIKE AN ANGEL’ ‘MEN’ LUCKY ME 
O'HANLON, ROBERT 0’ BRIEN and IRVING ELINSON - * From a Story by JAMES 0’ HANLON . PRODUCED eH EN RY BLAN KE: DIRECTED BY JACK DONOHUE 


+ Musical Direction by Ray Heindorf 
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Twentieth Century-Fox presents “PRINCE VALIANT” 
starring JAMES MASON + JANET LEIGH * ROBERT 
WAGNER * DEBRA PAGET + STERLING HAYDEN * Pro- 
duced by ROBERT L. JACKS * Directed by HENRY 
HATHAWAY °* Screen play by DUDLEY NICHOLS «Color 
by TECHNICOLOR — DELUXE * Based on King Fea 
tures Syndicate’s ‘Prince Valiant’ by Harold Foster 








A limited number of prints will be available for Easter 


engagements of the finest CinemaScope presenta- 
tion yet offered. It is suggested you immediately 
contact your 20th Century-Fox branch manager. 











MARTIN QUIGLEY, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher 
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To Each His Own Aspect 


NLY a short year ago most exhibitors did not 
know that they—or more precisely their screens 


—had an aspect ratio. Now many exhibitors feel 
like the charging horsemen of the Light Brigade with 
aspect ratios to right of them; aspect ratios to left of 
them; aspect ratios in front of them. 

Many showmen would like to know just what pictures 
are in what aspect ratios. During this period of transition 
the studios for their part have been encouraging a cer- 
tain amount of mystery on this subject. The HERALD 
has received a number of requests from exhibitors for 
listing “the aspect ratios of the various releases.” The 
HERALD prides itself on anticipating or responding to 
its readers’ wishes but in the matter of aspect ratios no 
ready solution suggests itself. 

This is true because the aspect ratio of a particular 
theatre is individual to that theatre and that exhibitor. 
In other words the aspect ratio that can be accommo- 
dated depends substantially on the physical character- 
istics of the theatre and the proportions of the screen in- 
stalled. 

At the beginning of the boom in wide screens early 
in 1953 producer-distributors rather loosely recom- 
mended that all their pictures were suitable for exhibi- 
tion on screens as wide as 1.66 to 1 or even 1.75 to 1 as 
well as on the 1.33 to 1 (4 to 3) screens for which they 
had been photographed. This was a matter of expedi- 
ency. Exhibitors and their customers wanted big pic- 
tures and then current releases had all been photo- 
graphed in the old standard proportions. 


aesthetic point of view, were horrible in varying 

degrees. The pictorial composition on which the 
cameraman and director had lavished time and care was 
destroyed by cropping the scenes top and bottom. In 
some instances this resulted in heads being chopped off. 
Many felt that was a small price to pay for a wide screen 
show. 

Apart from CinemaScope, which had always had its 
own special aspect ratio (standardized to 2.55 to 1), 
there has been no attempt at agreement on optimum 
proportions. No matter how quickly theatres here and 
abroad install wide screens (and thousands have done 
so by this time) for a long while many films will be 
shown in theatres maintaining the old 1.33 to 1 screen 
proportions. This means that cameramen and directors 
must frame scenes so that they will look satisfactory at 
both 1.33 to 1 and 1.75 to 1. 

The bulk of the product coming into release, includ- 
ing virtually all features that went before the cameras 
in the past ten or twelve months in Hollywood, may be 
shown on screens as wide as 1.75 to 1 or even 1.85 to 1, 


f | \HE initial wide screen presentations, from an 
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and just last week the British producers, answering a 
questionnaire from the Cinematograph Exhibitors Asso- 
ciation, announced that current English productions are 
being shot in proportions of 1.65 to 1 instead of the 
old 1.33 to 1. 

Paramount’s recently announced VistaVision and 
similar systems using a camera in which the film is fed 
horizontally make pictures that are especially suitable 
for wide screens. However, VistaVision standard prints 
are to be projectable at ratios from 1.33 to 1 up to 2 to 1. 
Anamorphic prints of VistaVision pictures may be pro- 
jected at ratios as high at 3 to 1 or more in the process 
of the brothers Tushinsky. 

The aspect ratio is now up to the individual exhibitor, 
the shape of the screen area of his auditorium and the 
size of his pocket book. 


Winning New Friends 


r \HE problems of international exchange of motion 
pictures long have been complicated by the attitude 
of critics in a number of countries. In some places 

the fact that a film has been imported means that some 

reviewers already have made up their minds to be derog- 
atory. 

In this connection, for reasons unknown, the attitude 
of the principal critics in the United States is in direct 
opposition to the inclinations of their colleagues abroad. 
Time and again a picture imported into the United States 
has received more critical acclaim than it has been ac- 
corded in its own country. Passing over the question of 
whether such enthusiastic response by American news- 
paper reviewers might be over-generous, the contrast 
with what happens to even excellent films made in Holly- 
wood is surprising. 

Some critics, and in particular British critics, seem to 
feel that praise may be accorded a Hollywood film only 
as a last resort and begrudgingly, at that. For instance, 
some of the British reviewers seem to feel that it was a 
reflection on English honor and the land of Shakespeare’s 
birth that such a splendid film as “Julius Caesar” was 
filmed outside Britain. 

In the United States in the years since World War II 
British motion pictures have been carving a substantial 
-—and growing—place. In fact, among some of the ma- 
ture theatre-goers in the larger metropolitan centers 
there is expressed a decided preference for British pic- 
tures over domestic pictures. 

Motion pictures can win new friends for themselves 
and their producers wherever they are freely shown. It 
would be helpful if more critics would realize that every 
good picture helps the art and is deserving of objective 
and fair treatment, irrespective of the country of origin. 


—Martin Quigley, Jr. 
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Open Letter to Skouras 
To THE EpIToR: 

An open letter to Spyros P. Skouras: 

During the past few months the various 
trade magazines and newspapers have car- 
ried letters and articles from many exhibi- 
tors who have belittled and criticized your- 
self and 20th Century-Fox for your stand 
on CinemaScope and stereophonic sound. 

As in all controversial issues of this type, 
the so-called people who feel they are being 
crucified vell the loudest and hardest, while 
the thousands of men who are grateful for 
your contribution to this industry are barely 
this letter. 
many letters and 
have drafted several rules that 


Therefore 

From the 
criticism, |] 
it seems necessary you should follow to keep 


heard. 
articles of 


everyone happy. 
a Release 
sound. 
?. Release pictures without stereophonic 


pictures with  stereophonic 


sound. 
3. Release CinemaScope pictures in 2-D. 
4. Let handle 
your pictures in whatever way each desires. 
5. Make damn sure after all this that your 
pictures do business, or they will really be 


each and every exhibitor 


mad. 

6. And last but not had no 
right in discovering, promoting, or investing 
of dollars future of 
company in this process. Throw it away so 
we can all go back to losing money and keep 


least, you 


millions and the your 


these draggers quiet 

The above rules will be hard for you te 
follow, so many I suggest the following 
Tell them to go ——— ! 

I, who have played your pictures and 
understand your farsightedness, am behind 
you 100 per cent. 

[ am not a stockholder in 20th Century- 
Fox, and do not operate a theatre in a large 
city. —Washington State Exhibitor, 


Stereophonic Sound 
To THE 

I want to congratulate you on your edi- 
torial, “Quiet Thoughts on Stereophonic 
Sound.” [ think it is the best article I have 
seen on this subject. I agree with you that 
every theatre that can afford stereophonic 
sound should install it. 3y the same token, 
[ agree with the last paragraph of your 
article: “For theatres that cannot really af- 
ford stereophonic sound and for drive-ins, 


EpITor: 


the modifications necessary must be worked 
out in the interest of both distributors and 
exhibitors.” 

Let me start off by saying that we operate 


11 theatres and four drive-ins in towns 
ranging in population from less than 1,000 
to 6.500. We believe in keeping our theatres 
up to date and spent about $6,000 last year 
for 3-D equipment for some of our larger 
houses. Today we would be glad to sell that 
equipment to anybody for $600. And since 
I know we small town exhibitors can’t af- 
ford many gambles like that, is the reason 
I am writing this letter. 

In January of this year we equipped one 
of our largest and best houses with stereo- 
phonic sound and have played “The Robe” 
and “King of the Khyber Rifles.” There- 
fore, I thought our experience might be of 
some benefit to other small town exhibitors 
that haven’t installed stereophonic sound and 
are in a quandary as to whether to do so 
or not, just as we were. 

We ran “The Robe” nine days, 
our regular run of top pictures is two days 


whereas 


with an occasional three- and four-day run 
on something outstanding. We did approxi- 
mately three times our usual business, but 
charged double our regular admission (25 
cents and $1). Also, you will have to take 
into account that ours is the only theatre 
equipped stereophonic sound in the 
area in question, although there are two 


with 


or three other towns of comparable size 
within the area, plus that many or 
towns that have theatres, 
advertised in and from 
We normally don’t draw from any of the 
towns the same size or larger than ours and 
very little from the small@ér ones in which 
we operate theatres ourselves. 

We have just finished with “King of 
the Khyber Rifles” that was the 
test. We played it five days and only had 
50 per cent of the attendance that we had 
. the same town for 
the same whereas our “A” 
normally does about 50 per cent more than 
the “B” house. Also, we had about 50 per 
days of the attendance that we had on 
“From Here to Eternity” which we played 
four days in our “B” house during the 
month of December. 

My contention is that we small town ex- 


more 
smaller and we 


drew those towns. 


and acid 


in our house in 


days, house 


hibitors and drive-in operators can do busi- 
ness if we can get good pictures, and that 
CinemaScope alone does not make a picture 
good. Also, for the time being at least and 
for a long time to come, unless I change 
my mind, we are not going to equip any 
more of our theatres or any of our drive-ins 
with stereophonic sound. As our experience 
thus far has proved it will not pay for itself. 
—T. D. FIELD, President, Field Theatres 
Corp., Abingdon, Va. 
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the Motion Picture Associ- 
ation of America, has received 
from the Government of Argentina, 
through Juan D. Peron, authoriza- 
tion for the release of $500,000 for 
remittances to film companies of the 
United States, according to uncon- 
firmed reports last week. The agree- 
ment, it is said, would provide par- 
tial payment of the $3,300,000 which 
the Argentine Government owed the 
United States film industry at the 
end of 1953. Although the earnings 
of the American companies in the 
South American nation are said to 
average $4,000,000 annually, only 50 
per cent of this sum can be taken 
out of the country, the remainder 
being held as a permanent invest- 
ment. 


E RIC JOHNSTON, president of 


> Cinerama has not been seen by 
everybody—yet. In Detroit, where 
it celebrates its first year March 23, 
it will have played to 877,000 per- 
sons—only half the population. In 
New York, where it is in its second 
year, 1,665,000 persons have seen it. 
That’s roughly 20 per cent of the 
population. In Los Angeles, where 
it is approaching its first anniver- 
sary, 950,000 persons have come in, 
about half the population. However, 
as S. H. Fabian, Stanley Warner 
president, points out, there are com- 
plex factors which make it apparent 
the total potential audience is but 
partially tapped. Detroit customers 
have been coming from Flint, Lans- 
ing, Battle Creek, Ann Arbor, Tol- 
edo. In New York, “out-of-town” 
patrons account for as much as 25 
per cent of mail orders. Los Angeles 
attendance has been as much as 35 
per cent from beyond the city limits, 
Mr. Fabian estimates. Mr. Fabian 
points at elimination of neighbor- 
hood theatres and suburban runs as 
a wholly new factor. 


> “This is the time to buy thea- 
tres,” according to Harry Brandt, 
president of Brandt Theatres, New 
York. Mr. Brandt, who just ac- 
quired 21 theatres in the east, said 
he would soon announce some more 
purchases. His optimism, backed by 
deeds, he said, was based on convic- 
tion that theatres can now offer a 
variety of entertainment unmatched 
by any other medium. He predicted 








EDITOR ON RADIO, TV 
FORUM ON CENSORSHIP 


Martin Quigley, Jr., editor of 
The HERALD; Dr. Hugh M. Flick, 
director of the Motion Picture 
Division of the New York State 
Department of Education, and 
Ephraim S. London, attorney, are 
scheduled to participate in a TV- 
radio discussion of the topic, “Is 
Movie Censorship a Must?" The 
program is "American Forum of 
the Air" on the NBC television 
and radio networks from 2:30 to 
3:00 P.M., E.S.T., Sunday, March 21. 








that 1954 would be a banner year, a 
big-screen theatre TV boon and that 
whatever product shortage there is 
will be temporary. 


> Here is another example of how 
the entertainment and allied indus- 
tries succeed when they adopt a 
worthy cause. Martin J. Mullin, 
head of New England Theatres, Inc., 
and co-chairman of the Jimmy Fund 
campaign, announced in Boston this 
week that more than $450,000 had 
been raised in this year’s campaign. 
Proceeds go to the Children’s Cancer 
Research Foundation in Boston. The 
Jimmy Fund is under the joint spon- 
sorship of the Boston Red Sox and 
the local Variety Club. 


> It will be several months before 
the Commerce Department has re- 
sults ready on its current survey of 
the number of theatres throughout 
the world and the percentage of 
screen time devoted to U. S. films. 








> A warning to U.S. producers to 
guard their foreign markets against 
“intrusion” by the Soviet film indus- 
try was sounded this week in Holly- 
wood by Theodore C. Streibert, di- 


rector of the U.S. Information 
Agency. Speaking before the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council, he 
emphasized the importance of 
Hollywood films in portraying the 
American way of life to millions 
of people overseas. Mr. Streibert 
pointed out that Russia has con- 
cluded trade agreements involving 
an exchange of films with India and 
Italy. Film deals for other areas are 
on the Soviet agenda, he said. Mr. 
Streibert also urged the American 
industry to take a larger part in in- 
ternational film festivals. 


> The Federal Trade Commission 
is proposing to set up a new Office 
of Small Business, to advise com- 
plaining businessmen cf the status 
of FTC investigations. This was re- 
vealed in testimony by FTC chair- 
man Howrey before a House Appro- 
priations Subcommittee this week. 


>» The Middle Atlantic states no 
longer lead in mining, construction, 
and manufacturing, according to 
“The Changing Geography of Amer- 
ican Industry,” a paper delivered by 
Seymour L. Wolfbein, chief of the 
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, to the annual 
meeting of the Industrial Relations 
Research Association, in Washing- 
ton. Mr. Wolfbein added that the 
states noted maintain their su- 
premacy in trade and finance, real 
estate, and insurance. The base used 
was the year 1939, 





Quote of the week: The pessimists, the calamity-howlers and prophets of 
doom have no rightful place in our business. They slow up action, then stifle 





enthusiasm and initiative—JACK L. WARNER. 
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JANE RUSSELL goes to United Artists. The scene in Holly- 
wood as the company agreed to distribute and help finance 
six Russ-Field productions, in three of which Miss Russell will 
star. The negotiators above are, in right to left order, Rob- 
ert F. Blumofe, United Artists vice-president in charge of 
west coast operations; Robert Waterfield, Russ-Field presi- 
dent; Miss Russell, and Lew Wasserman, Miss Russell's agent 
and president of MCA. 


ALEX HARRISON, 
left, has succeeded 
the late Edwin W. 
Aaron as western 


APPRAISING the 
Clubs 
for best photos illu 


charitable activity: 


entrie 


POPEYE is celebrating his 20th 
anniversary. In the scene below, he 
is guest of honor on the Paramount 
ot. His fellow actors are Jerry 


in Variety earch 


trating 


inter- 


national chief barker Jack 
Beresin, seated, and Ed- 
ward Emanuel of the 
Philadelphia tent and Ira 
Meinhardt of the New 
York tent, at the luncheon 
ast Friday in New York at 
which winners were chosen. 
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sales manager for 
Twentieth Century- 
Fox. He was for |7 
months home office 
representative. He 


Lewis, Dean Martin, Bob Hope 
presenting the cup}, Olive Oy! 
and Bing Crosby. Theatres next 
month will be receiving a one- 


started in 1935. 


reeler from Famous Studios. 
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a 
POPEyYE/ 
ON yourR RO" ANNIVERSARY, As 
A FAMOUS MOTION PICTURE STAR. 
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IN SALT LAKE CITY, Will Rogers, Jr., and his 
wife, right, are welcomed by Warner branch 
manager William F. Gordon, left, and Mrs. 
Gordon, for the premiere showing of Mr. 
Rogers’ latest for Warners, "The Boy from 
Oklahoma", at the Utah theatre. 


VISITORS to the set of Warners’ Cins 
maScope production, ‘The Talismar 
are welcomed by George Sanders, cer 
ter, attired as King Richard the Lior 
Hearted. They are, left to right, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Goldenson, Mrs. Jules Seder 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Zigmond, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Krier, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hendry 
Mrs. Edward Hyman, Bernard Levy and 
Edward Hyman, the latter vice-presidé 
of American Broadcasting - Param 
Theatres. 


IN NEW YORK, left, C. 
Bruce Newbery, at the left, 
Republic's director of sales, 
presents the company's 
“Man of the Month’ cita- 
tion to branch manager Jos- 
eph Wohl. The spectator at 
the right is James V. O'Gara 
metropolitan division sales 
manager. 


GIFT, right. Washington 


HARRY A. ROMN, 
below, has become 
Columbia Pictures stu- 
dio eastern representa- 
tive at the New York 
home office. He re- 
cently was Music Cor- 
poration of America 
executive on the Coca 
Cola and Orchid 
Award shows on tele- 
vision. 


Commissioner Samuel Spen- 
cer, center, holds the $29,- 
978 check from the city's 
theatre committee for the 
March of Dimes. With him 
are Orville Crouch, Loew's 
eastern division manager; 
Shep Allen, District Theatres; 
Frank LaFalce, A. Julian Bry- 
lawski and George A. 
Crouch, Stanley Warner 
Theatres. 


NEARING THE END of the job, right. 
Martin Munkasci, photographer, and 
Michael Myerberg, producer, with one 
of the “kinemins'’ trom the animated 
puppet film, ‘Hansel and Gretel’ which 
represents 15 years and $1,000,000 in 
developing a complicated system of 
making puppets move naturally. The film 
is being completed in a special seven 
story New York studio devoted exclu- 
sively to the system. The figures are 
molded from specially compounded plas- 
tic onto metal skeletons which are arti- 
culated by electrical impulses. The first 
of a number of films, the 76-minute 
"Hansel and Gretel’, has been bid for 
by three major distributors. 
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DRIVE-INS TOLD THEY 
MUST USE STEREOPHONIC 


20th-Fox Firm; Ampex Has 
Demonstration of New 
Drive-in Sound Unit 


by VINCENT CANBY 

This week, with the approach of warm 
weather and the start of the 1954 drive-in 
season for some 4,500 operators across the 
country, it was the open-air theatre owner, 
collectively speaking, who spotlighted the 
what-kind-of-sound-with-CinemaScope con- 
troversy. The developments were these: 


@ In New York at the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox home office, the Ampex 
Corporation demonstrated a new 
type of stereophonic sound unit 
for drive-in theatres. 


@ Charles Einfeld, vice-president 
in charge of advertising and pub- 
licity for 20th-Fox, at the Ampex 
demonstration, reaffirmed his 
company’s policy and stated that 
under no circumstances would its 
CinemaScope productions be li- 
censed to drive-in theatres with- 
out stereophonic sound equip- 
ment. 


@ In Boston the’ New England 
Drive-in Theatres Association. re- 
leased the text of a letter which 
it had sent to 20th-Fox’s presi- 
dent, Spyros Skouras, calling that 
company’s policy “arbitrary, un- 
fair and unwarranted” and urg- 
ing the company to make stand- 
ard prints of its CinemaScope 
product available to the drive-ins. 


Twentieth-Fox’s answer to the New Eng- 
land exhibitors was, in effect, the Ampex 
demonstration Monday, at which time Mr 
Einfeld emphasized that his company’s in- 
sistence upon stereophonic sound would con- 
tinue unchanged even though at the present 
time it would be difficult for any drive-in 
owner to install such stereo equipment even 
a question of cost 
meantime, there 
undoubtedly 20th-Fox 
super-productions on drive-in screens this 


if he wanted to. It’s 
and availability. In the 
will be very few 


spring. 


Says 20th-Fox Is Not 
Backing New Unit 


Mr. Einfeld, 
Ampex sales manager, at Monday’s demon- 
stration, told the trade press that 20th-Fox 
was in no backing the in-car 
speaker unit, but was simply lending facili- 
ties and offices to Ampex for the demon- 
stration as part of 20th-Fox policy of “en- 
make 
phonic equipment for drive-ins.” 

The Ampex unit consists of three three- 


introducing James Mahon, 


Way new 


couraging manufacturers to stereo- 
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SINGLE TRACK TEST IS 
PLANNED IN LONDON 
LONDON: Arrangements are in 
work here for the test screening of 
Warner Brothers’ CinemaScope prod- 
uct in single-track form within the 
next two or three weeks, it has been 
reported. A 20-minute trailer consist- 
ing of excerpts from the company's 
CinemaScope pictures will be screen- 
ed. Warners’ first CinemaScope film, 
"The Command,” will be shown in its 
entirety, half with multi-track sound 
and the remainder with single-track. 





inch speakers mounted in a_ waterproof 
plastic case which can be hung by a flexible 
hook from the rear view mirror or mounted 
on the dashboard. The V-shaped, 
with one speaker facing the rear of the car 
and the right and left-side speakers facing 
the windshield horizontally so that sounds 


case is 


from these horns are bounced off the wind- 
shield, thereby creating what Mr. Mahon 
called a “surround effect.” Weight of the 
unit is approximately 12 ounces. 

Mr. Mahon estimated that cost of the 
three-speaker units will run approximately 
$12 apiece and that the cost of equipping 
a 500 to 750-car drive-in for CinemaScope, 
utilizing the Ampex-developed stereophonic 
equipment, will run approximately $25,000. 
Phis figure includes sound equipment, extra 
wiring, new screen and lenses, but does not 
extensive re-paving 


include labor or 


which might be necessary. 


Claims Ampex Had Had 
“Lots of Inquiries” 


While Mr. Mahon hesitated to 
there was a “demand” on the part of drive- 
in owners for stereophonic equipment, he 


any 


say that 


said that Ampex had received “lots of in- 
quiries.”’ 

At the present time, he said, his company 
was with Theatre Specialties 
on the coast for the manufacture of the 
three-speaker units and by the end of this 
week expected to know more definitely just 
how much the speaker would cost and how 
soon they would be available. 

The Ampex unit differs 
shown by Texas exhibitor Claude Ezell at 
the 20th-Fox home office several weeks ago 
in that the three speakers in Mr. Ezell’s 
unit, while all in one case, face the rear of 
the car. This unit was to be publicly dem- 
onstrated for the first time this week in 
drive-ins in Corpus Christi and Dallas, 
Texas, a fact which M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox 
midwest division manager, emphasized in 
his speech last week at the drive-in confer- 
ence in Kansas City sponsored by the Kan- 


negotiating 


from the one 


sas-Missouri Theatre Association. Two 
other drive-ins, the Motor-Vu, Salt Lake 
City, and the Twin drive-in, Chicago, also 
are set to be fully equipped for CinemaScope 
(with stereo sound) within the next 10 days. 

The letter sent to Mr. Skouras by the 
New England Drive-in Theatres Associa- 
tion, criticizing 20th-Fox’s policy on stereo- 
phony, was signed by Ray Feeley, execu- 
tive secretary of the group. 


Five Points Are Cited 
In Group’s Criticism 


Criticism was along the following five 
points : 

“We firmly believe that the system of 
stereophonic sound is not adaptable to drive- 
in theatres. 

“Further, the cost of such an installation 
makes it prohibitive for a majority of our 
drive-in theatres. 

Further, it is 
insist on directional sound in the confines 
of an automobile, the interior of which is 
five feet ‘wide and eight feet long. 

“Your alleged ‘Crusade to Save the In- 
dustry’ through CinemaScope, as stated at 
our Boston convention, in effect precludes 
the availability of Fox product for these 
drive-in theatres and interferes with the 
normal flow of your product to the public. 
This is a serious and damaging blow. 

“Even though you your present 
policy regarding sound, our membership 
would still be confronted with the problem 
of increasing the size of outdoor screens. 
The only way of increasing the size will 
be at the expense of adequate light.” 

Therefore, wrote Mr. Feeley, the mem- 
bership resolved that “it is opposed to any 
demands which might be made that a ratio 
of 2.55 to 1 
urged the release of CinemaScope films in 
standard dimensions with one-track sound. 


Arthur Notes Objection 
To Stereophonic System 


ridiculous on its face to 


relax 


be used in projection” and 


Twentieth-Fox earlier was in receipt oi 
a similar letter from the Southern Cali- 
fornia Theatre Owners Association, which, 
while not primarily concerned with drive- 
ins, was nonetheless opposed to the stereo- 
phonic policy of 20th-Fox. 

Said Harry C. Arthur, chairman of the 
association, in his letter to Mr. Skouras: 

“If, in your considered judgment, you 
think four-track stereophonic sound is vital 
to the success and public appreciation of 
CinemaScope, you are of course entitled to 
that belief and practice. If you believe that 
stereophonic sound to be really appreciated 
by the public requires 14 tracks, and 22 
speakers, you are entitled to that belief and 
practice, too. . . . However, such a demand 
upon the smaller exhibitors to whom the 
installation costs are completely prohibitive, 
is exorbitant, arbitrary and unfair.” 
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Tmuccuealarge and small... in cities of every size... 


THE FABULOUS *6.60 
BROADWAY MUSICAL IN 


Chpamn. 


IS PUTTING BRIGHT 
Leonard Sillman’s 





SMILES ON EXHIBITORS’ 


y FACES 


The boxoffice is beaming in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Washington, Portland, Me.; South Bend, 
Syracuse, Portland, Ore.; New Bedford, Mass.; 
Memphis, Dayton, Charlotte, W. Va.; Buffalo! 


asa DATE IT NOW! 


} 


Edward L. Alperson presents Leonard Sillman’s NEW FACES in Glorious COLOR * Directed by Harry Horner * Co-Producer 
Berman Swarttz * starring RONNY GRAHAM * EARTHA KITT * ROBERT CLARY » ALICE GHOSTLEY * Released by 20th Century-Fox 


VISTAVISION IN 
TECHNICOLOR 


SEEING VISTAVISION. Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount studio chief, right, is the host 
@s more people see the company's new and simplified approach to the large 
screen. With him are John J. Fitzgibbons, president of the Famous Players Canadian 
circuit, and Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president of Technicolor, Inc., which will make 


Vistavision equipment. 


HOLLYWOOD: The Technicolor Corpora- 
tion is building six VistaVision cameras, 
it was announced here this week by Dr. 
Herbert T. Kalmus, Technicolor president. 

At a press conference Monday, Dr. Kal- 
mus revealed Technicolor in close coopera- 
tion with Paramount in the development of 
the latter company’s new VistaVision proc- 
ess. The six cameras, he said, will be built 
through modification of the same number 
of regular three-strip cameras. It was also 
announced in the week that Paramount’s 
Ryder was to visit New York 
East Coast demonstrations of 


Loren 
to set up 
Vista Vision. 

The Technicolor president, who saw the 

Vista Vision weeks 
his associates “have never 
screen 


visibility and 


demonstration of two 
~~ ata te 1 
ago, Sald e and 
seen so large a 


before pictures on 


with such clarity, smoothness, 
grain and with full preserva 


treedom trom 


tion of magnificent color values.” 


Exposes Two Frames at Once 
The Vist 


ing the filn 


1 Vision process consists of pass 
horizontally through the cam- 
era, exposing two frames at a time. These, 
in turn, are reduced and printed in the con- 
ventional manner, affording, according to 
witnesses nuch brighter and clearer pic- 
or projection in ratios rang- 
1.33 to 1 up to 2 to 1, although 
the most favored ratio is said to be 1.85 to 1. 

Dr. Kalmus said that the VistaVision 
embodied only one of the 
upon which 
working. It embodied the 
irea due to the “eight 


ture, suitable 


ing trom 


demonstration 
three phases of improvement 
Technicolor is 
increased negative 
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perforation VistaVision procedure,” but not 
the improved matrix stock nor the improved 
positive print raw stock, both of which 
should further improve the clarity, smooth- 
ness, visibility and freedom from grain of 
Technicolor prints with full color values. 
With slight modification of its standard 
laboratory equipment, Dr. Kalmus. said, 
Technicolor can process footage shot with 
VistaVision cameras, or any other camera 
employing an increased-area negative. In 
addition, he went on, Technicolor can do 
it faster and more economically than it can 








NEW PERSPECTA SOUND 
UNIT GOES TO EUROPE 


The first two Perspecta stereo- 
phonic sound integrator units, to be 
used for the single optical track direc- 
tional sound system which MGM has 
adopted for all prints used abroad, 
were shipped to Europe this week, C. 
Robert Fine, president of Fine Sound 
Inc., announced in New York. Mr. Fine 
said that by the end of April 40 
MGM theatres and a number of 
others abroad will be equipped with 
Perspecta sound. One of the first two 
units is being shipped to Cannes, 
where it will be used at the Film 
Festival showing of MGM's "Knights 
of the Round Table" and then in- 
stalled permanently at the MGM 
house in Toulouse, while the second 
unit is headed for Belgium. 





be done by any other method he is familiar 
with. 

He said no decision had yet been made 
by his corporation as to its policy of supply- 
ing VistaVision cameras and whether it 
would convert more, if the needs arise. In- 
quiries and requests have been coming in 
from all quarters since the demcnsirations, 
he said. 


Fourth Film Scheduled 


Discussing the cost side, the Technicolor 
president pointed out that Technicolor’s base 
price is about 1% cents less per foot than 
other principal processes, which could make 
a difference of $15,000,000 in color costs for 
a 1,000,000,000-foot industry year, if the in- 
dustry should go on a 100 per cent color 
policy. “In the current work of Technicolor 
to get abreast of the new large screen re- 
quirements” said Dr. Kalmus, “it has never 
lost sight of the necessity of keeping down 
to a minimum any additional cost that might 
become involved.” 

Paramount, meanwhile, has announced a 
fourth picture scheduled for shooting in 
VistaVision. It is “The Loves of Omar 
Khayyam,” to be produced next year by 
Frank Freeman, Jr., with “at least six fa- 
mous stars” heading the cast. Already set 
in VistaVision are “White Christmas,” now 
being edited; “The Big Top,” starring Mar- 
tin and Lewis and which is now shooting, 
and “Strategic Air Command,” which is 
slated to go before the cameras next week 
with James Stewart. All VistaVision films 
will be in color by Technicolor. 

The studio continues to receive congra- 
tulations from exhibition leaders on the 
Hollywood VistaVision demonstrations. 

In a telegram to Barney Balaban, presi- 
dent of Paramount, William Forman, presi- 
dent of Pacific Drive-in Theatres, hailed 
the process as a boon for more than 4,000 
drive-ins in the U. S. and Canada and said 
he believed it “is the answer to the groping 
of all producers for the achievement of 
clarity on the screen that some producers 
have tried to accomplish by unnecessary ear 
appeal instead of the primary purpose, 
which should be eye appeal.” 


Calls VistaVision “Flexible” 


Julius F. Tickler, of Aladdin Drive-in 
Theatres, wired Loren L. Ryder, studio 
scientific development chief: “Paramount’s 
system is more flexible and your picture 
quality far superior to any other develop- 
ment I have seen to date.” In New York, 
Harry Brandt, president of Brandt Theatres, 
commented on his return from the coast de- 
monstrations that VistaVision “solves every 
problem confronting any theatre of any size 
so far as quality of presentation is concerned, 
and brings to the screen a new and startling 
bigness, brilliance, clarity and beauty.” 


"Yesterday'’ on Broadway 

Abner J. Greshler’s production “Yester- 
day and Today,” released by United Artists, 
opened at the Embassy theatre in New York 
City March 12 for a two-week run. A his- 
tory of the movies, it stars George Jessel 
as narrator. 
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SENATE EXPECTED TO GO 
ALONG ON 10% TAX CUT 


COMPO Continues Fight 
for Exemptions to 50c, 
But Chances Not Good 


by J A. OTTEN 


WASHINGTON: Industry efforts on behalf 
of motion picture theatre admission tax re- 
lief continued unabated here this week as the 
Senate Finance Committee prepared to vote 
on the excise bill passed last week by the 
House of Representatives. Indications were 
that it would be reported Friday and sent to 
the Senate floor early next week. 


The House-passed bill would reduce 
the admission tax from 20 per cent to 
10 per cent, effective April 1. The tax 
committee of the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations, nevertheless, 
has been waging an intensive cam- 
paign all week for greater relief for 
lower priced tickets, but standing in 
the way of any greater relief is Senate 
Finance Committee chairman Millikin 
(R., Col.), who reportedly has urged 
his colleagues to make as few changes 
as possible in the measure sent on by 
the House. 


The House-passed bill, however, does not 
reduce the tax in quite the way the Ways 
and Means Committee intended. At present 
the tax is levied at the rate of one cent for 
each five cents or major fraction. Chairman 
Ried (R., N. Y.) of the Ways and Means 
Committee said his bill would change that 
to a tax of one cent for each 10 cents or 
major fraction. But his bill actually makes 
the tax one cent for each 10 cents or any 
fraction—even if the fraction is only an 
additional! cent. 

COMPO officials point out that the error 
could be particularly important for small 
theatres and on children’s admissions, and 
that they would call the situation to the 
Finance Committee’s attention. 


COMPO Brief Filed by 
Col. Cole and McGee 


The Finance Committee opened its hear- 
ings Monday and the perfunctory hearing 
given most of the witnesses indicated that 
the committee did not plan to change the bill 
from the House version. To one witness 
seeking greater tax relief, Chairman Millikin 
stated flatly, “Come back next year.” Both 
Senator Millikin and Senator George (D., 
Ga.), ranking Democrat on the committee, 
assured witnesses that no matter what hap- 
pened with the excise bill this year, the Con- 
gress would take another look at the entire 
excise situation early next year. 

COMPO’s brief to the committee was filed 
Tuesday by Col. H. A. Cole and Pat McGee, 
co-chairmen of the COMPO tax committee, 
who asked for complete tax exemption for 
theatre tickets costing 50 cents or less to 
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EXHIBITOR TO USE PRESENT 
TICKET FORM AFTER APRIL 1 


WASHINGTON: Even though the Reed Bill reducing admission taxes to 10 per 
cent has yet to pass the Senate and be signed by the President, the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations has obtained a ruling from the Treasury Depart- 
ment making it easier for exhibitors to handle their tickets under whatever new 
rate of taxation the bill may eventually provide. 

This was accomplished Monday when Robert W. Coyne, COMPO special coun- 
sel, obtained a ruling from the Treasury Department that exhibitors may use their 
present form of tickets on and after April | provided they stamp on each ticket 
the new admission price and new amount of tax as provided in the law yet to 


be enacted by Congress. 


Mr. Coyne acted in response to numerous inquiries from exhibitors throughout 
the country. By long distance telephone and telegrams they said it would be 
impossible to get new tickets printed in time, if the proposed change in tax rates 
is to become effective April |, as the Reed Bill provides. 





save thousands of small theatres from clos- 
ing their doors. 

Most of the brief, four-page COMPO 
statement was devoted to restating the statis- 
tics that were used in the House debate on 
distressed theatres. Col. Cole and Mr. McGee 
said the industry is grateful to the House for 
cutting the tax to 10 per cent, but felt they 
would be remiss if they did not point out that 
this relief is not enough to save thousands 
of theatres. 

The COMPO brief pointed out that both 
House and Senate last year overwhelmingly 
voted complete relief for the motion picture 
industry, and that the President in his veto 
message of the Mason tax repeal bill had 
promised substantial help this year. Despite 
these promises, COMPO continued, the 
House bill would fail to save 4,820 theatres 
now operating at a rate of loss in excess of 
10 per cent of their gross. Of these, it was 
pointed out, 2,300 are in towns with only one 
theatre. All of these theatres charge 50 cents 
or less, COMPO said. 


50-Cent Exemption Would 
Save Small Exhibitor 


Exemption of all tickets costing 50 cents 
or less, COMPO argued, would cover small 
town theatres and_ children’s 
where the tax is most acutely felt. 

Treasury Secretary Humphrey, testifying 
Wednesday before the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee, said he thought the admissions tax 
should be reduced, but did not indicate how 
far the Administration is prepared to go in 
accepting revenue loss. In addition to ad- 
missions, Mr. Humphrey noted the fur in- 
dustry and several others were hurt by high 
tax rates. However, the Treasury opposes 
a general reduction in excise taxes as pro- 
vided in the House-approved bill unless the 


admissions 


revenue loss is made up elsewhere. Chair- 
man Millikin said that he thought the excise 
cuts in the House bill would stimulate busi 
ness and that the Treasury would recoup 
much of the “lost” revenue. 
At midweek it was doubtful 
amendment Senator 
(R., Kan.) exempting all tax on admissions 
of 50 cents or would be approved 
Chairman Millikin has opposed all changes 
in the House bill. the 
committee, including (Ek 
Va.), have opposed any tax reduction that 


whether the 
proposed by Carlson 


less 


Some members of 

Senator Byrd 
increases the public debt. 

Meanwhile on Monday COMPO mailed to 
all state and Congressional district tax com 
mittees a booklet entitled ‘““The Motion Pic 
ture Industry’s Case Against the 20 Per Cent 
Federal Admission Tax.” With the booklet 
was sent a letter urging exhibitors to call 
on their local editors, tell them the industry’s 
side of the case and leave a copy of the book 
let with them. The industry is not seeking 
publicity, the booklet said, emphasizing that 
all that is wanted “is a proper understanding 
of the motion picture industry’s tax problem 
by your editors.” 


Set Cincinnati for 


IATSE Annual Meet 
NEW ORLEANS: The 

international IATSE opened 
winter conclave at the Roosevelt Hotel here 
Monday. 
Cincinnati was selected 
annual the 
Some 40 representatives art 


directoi t the 
their mid 
First business reported was that 
the 

August 9 
attending the 


as the site for 


convention week 
vice-pre sidents elected 
\l Johnstone of New 
Donelly of Minne 


meetings. Two new 
at the meetings were 
Williana 


Orleans and 


apolis. 














MORNING 


AFTERNOON 






AFTERNOON 


THE BRIDGES AT TOKO-RI — Perlberg-Seaton 
Production. William Holden, Grace Kelly, Fredric 


March. James Michener’s novel. Technicolor. 


LIVING IT UP — Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
with Janet Leigh as co-star. Technicolor. 


THE CONQUEST OF SPACE — More spectacular 
than “War of the Worlds” or “When Worlds 
Collide.” Technicolor. 


ELEPHANT WALK 
ABOUT MRS. LESL 
KNOCK ON WOOD 





E PARAMOUNT 





“Only BIG ONES 


THE COUNTRY GIRL — Perlberg-Seaton Produc- 
tion. Bing Crosby, William Holden, Grace Kelly. 


REAR WINDOW — Produced and directed by 
Alfred Hitchcock. James Stewart, Grace Kelly. 


Technicolor. 


SECRET OF THE INCAS —Charlton Heston, 
Robert Young, Nicole Maurey, Yma Sumac. 
Technicolor. 
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BARKERS GATHER IN DALLAS 
ONVENTION 


FOR “BIGGEST” 


DALLAS: More than 1,500 representatives 
from the entertainment world are expected 
March 22-25 as the Variety Clubs’ 
International Convention gets under way at 
the Hotel Adolphus. The Humanitarian 
Award banquet Thursday March 


here 


evening, 
25, will climax the week. 


In New York last week, Jack Bere- 
sin, retiring international chief barker, 
said that a program for “streamlining” 
the operations of Variety Clubs In- 
ternational to conform with the or- 
ganization’s growth will be advocated 
by him at the convention. Mr. Beresin 
reported that he would propose the 
establishment of a permanent head- 
quarters completely staffed to carry 
on the work of the various tents. 


York 
Beresin 
allotment of 
duties to the 


At a New 
with trade press representatives Mr. 
said he 


greater 


weekend meeting in 


would request the 


importance and more 
international representatives. 
“We have 


clothes,” le 
constitute a big 


swaddling 
“Variety Clubs now 
The Will Rogers 
is on a firm basis and the 
salute | 


outgrown our 
declared 
business. 
Hospital now 
last 
most successful yet attempted.” 
Mr. Ber 
didate 


he has 


Christmas was the 


biggest an 


esin said he would not be a can 
reelection as chief barker, a posi 
ne ld ror 


that he believed 


two years. He asserted 


in the policy of “succes 


sion,” with chief barkers moving 
that 


W ill be elected 


assistant 
up. Indications are George Hoover, 
of Miami, to the top post. 

[he forthcoming convention, according to 
Mr. Beresin, is shaping up as the biggest 
in Variety tents 
\pplications for charters 
from India, 
and from Jacksonville, which, if accepted at 
the convention, will be 


Club history. Two new 
ire in the offing. 
have been received s,ombay, 
tents numbers 43 and 


44, respectively 


Official Cites Values of 
Forming Tents Abroad 


letter sent to Beresin 
Theodore ( 
Information Service, he expressed 
this 


Vari ty 


In a Mr. March 


10 from Streibert, director of 
the U. S 
“the 


for establishing 


interest ot \gency in the project 
Clubs 
associates 
that “the 
ing gala performances 
American artists 
local artists, under 
standing that the proceeds from these per- 
formances should go to a well-known local 


narity, seems to n 


Overseas 


which you and vout have been 


le veloping.” He s uid idea of hav 
these 


with 


pi esented at 
lubs by together 


outstanding with the 


to be an excellent one.” 

In a contest submitted by the various tents, 
in article in “Color titled “No 
Intolerance” by Robert Edelman, 
lescribing the work done by Variety Club 
ent No. 13, 


best among the 


Magazine” 
lime tor 


Philadelphia, was judged the 


entries. Mr. Edelman has 


18 


THIS IS FOR THE TENT which has the largest number of barkers at Variety International 
Convention. Albert H. Reynolds, chief barker of the Dallas tent, holds the beautiful 
trophy. Mr. Reynolds also is convention chairman for the hotel and registration com- 
mittee. At the right, the man who will preside, Jack Beresin, retiring international 


chief barker. 


been awarded a free trip to the convention 
for his effort. 

In a companion contest for the best human 
interest photograph depicting a Variety Club 
prize of $300 
Berman, of the “Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph,” 
for photos of a Tent No. 1 project. 

The New 
trade press representatives. 

John Rowley, general chairman of the 
convention, that the following 
committee chairmen were meeting daily to 
complete plans: Albert H. Reynolds, regis- 
tration and hotel; C. A. Dolsen, 
Meyer Rachofsky, financial; Ronald Martin. 
transportation; Mrs. 
Charles E. Darden, boys’ ranch program; 
Kendall Way, variety club rooms. 

Entertainment, including major talent in 
the country, will be featured every evening 
The 


ladies will be given special attention and a 


activity, a went to Morris 


entries were judged by York 


announced 


greeters ; 


John Rowley, ladies; 


in the club rooms and roof garden. 


program has been arranged for them. 
Sunday, March 21, registration will begin 
in the 
evening. 
Monday 
tion with business session starting at two 
in the afternoon. 


g 
afternoon and entertainment in the 


morning will continue registra- 


Evening will be a cocktail 
reception, dinner and entertainment. 
Tuesday will continue registration, busi- 
session, etc. In the morning there 
will be a Neiman-Marcus fashion show for 
the ladies, Ranch roundup in 
ladies and barkers, 
followed by a giant Chuck Wagon Barbecue. 
Entertainment will mark the evening. 


ness 


and a Boys’ 
the afternoon for the 


Registration and business sessions will 
continue Wednesday. At noon there will be 
a luncheon honoring international canvas- 
men. In the evening there will be a Frontier 
Festival at Science Hall at Fair Park, fol- 
lowed later in the evening by dancing and 
entertainment. 

Thursday, business seession will continue 
in the morning and afternoon. 
will honor chief barkers. 
begin at 8 P.M. 


\ luncheon 
The banquet will 


Scientific Monthly Calls Book 
On Techniques "A Necessity" 


“New Screen Techniques,” the collection 
of articles on the new photographic and 
projection edited by Martin 
Quigley, Jr., and published late last year 
by the Quigley Publishing Company, is re- 
viewed in “The Scientific Monthly” which 
comments in part: “One glance at the con- 
tents page of ‘New Screen Techniques’ is 
enough to proclaim the book a necessity for 


processes, 


all the picture-makers, promoters, exhibitors 
and investors in the industry. It is in the 
same category for ‘vis. ed.’ teachers, pro- 
fessors of optical physics, writers and lec- 
turers on the film industry, and perhaps 
above all for movie critics.” 
Winnipeg Film Board 

New officers of the Winnipeg Film Board 
are P. Geller, president; S. Pearlman, vice- 
president; F. Davis, Norris, 
fire marshal; B. fire 
marshal. 


secretary; L. 


Meyers, assistant 
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SELZNICK WILL PRODUCE TV 
SHOW ON LIGHT BIRTHDAY 


David O. Selznick will make his debut in television by producing a two-hour 
jubilee television show over three networks, Sunday, October 24. The announce- 
ment was made this week by Light's diamond jubilee committee through its agency, 
N. W. Ayer and Son. The committee is representing the entire electrical industry 
in the coordination of the nationwide celebration of the 75th anniversary of the 
invention of the incandescent lamp by Thomas Edison. 

The complete facilities of CBS, NBC and a third network will be utilized and 
their technical resources will be pooled. The show will be aimed at the largest 
audience ever to witness any show in any medium as a result of the purchase of 
coast-to-coast time. Contracts were closed this week with Charles Miller, vice- 
president of MCA Artists, Ltd., representing Mr. Selznick. 

The jubilee committee has as general chairman Charles E. Wilson, former presi- 
dent of General Electric. The 37-man sponsoring committee for the jubilee includes 
Herbert Hoover, Charles Edison, Harvey Firestone, Jr., Eric Johnston, William S. 
Paley, David Sarnoff, Ralph Cordiner, Gwilym Price, Walter Sammis, Elmer Lind- 
seth, George Blake, Charles Crane, Cleo Craig and James B. Black. 

Mr. Selznick said that although it was too soon to say anything specific about 
the nature of the program, it will not be a variety show. He sees the program as 
one that will have a dramatic unity and format and will present an interpretation 
of the spirit and meaning of American life. He said that he hopes to introduce 
certain new techniques not yet utilized on television. 





Universal's 


13=Week Net 


Is $772.979 


Inc., 


Universal Pictures Company, and 
subsidiary companies this week reported for 
the 13 weeks ended January 30, 1954, consol- 
idated net earnings of $772,979, after provi- 
sion of $800,000 for estimated Federal in- 
come and excess profits taxes. 

This compares with consolidated net earn- 
ings for the corresponding 13 weeks of the 
previous fiscal year of $475,888, after pro- 
vision of $675,000 for estimated Federal in- 
come taxes. 

After deducting dividends on the preferred 
stock, consolidated net earnings for the 13 
weeks ended January 30, 1954, are equivalent 
to 71 cents per share on the 1,010,449 shares 
of common stock outstanding exclusive of 
shares held in the treasury. For the corre- 
sponding period of the previous fiscal year, 
consolidated net earnings were equivalent to 
43 cents per share on the 961,698 shares of 
common stock then outstanding. 

The figures are preliminary and subject to 
year-end adjustments and audit, the company 
pointed out. 


Dismissal From Action 
Is Sought by Chaplin 


WASHINGTON: Charles Chaplin has 
asked the U. S. Supreme Court to rule that 
he could not properly be held to be a de- 
fendant in a $616,550 damage suit against 
Mary Pickford, himself, United Artists and 
other defendants. The suit grew out of an- 


20 


other suit filed by Miss Pickford in Feb- 
ruary, 1951, seeking to collect $13,450 loaned 
to the late Max This suit was 
filed in New York state courts. Mr. Kravetz 
then countersued for $616,550, naming a 
long list of defendants including Miss Pick- 
ford Mr. Chaplin, and claiming the 
money was due him for labor and services 


Kravetz. 


and 
and as damages for a conspiracy to injure 
him. The two cases were later switched to 
the Federal District Court in New York, 
and Mr. Chaplin claims the court had no 
jurisdiction over him and that he was never 
served with a complaint or sum- 
including the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals, ruled against him, 
and he appealed to the high court. 


properly 


mons. Lower courts, 


Court Enjoins Building 


Connecticut Drive-In 
HARTFORD: Judge Charles S. 
of Litchfield County Superior Court 
granted a permanent injunction restraining 
a Waterbury, Conn., group headed by thea- 
Sirica from building 
theatre on Litchfield Road, 
Watertown. The injunction was sought by 
the town of Watertown and its property 
owners against Mr. Sirica, Eugene Lam- 
phier, owner of the land on which Mr. 
Sirica proposed to operate a drive-in, and 
Fred Quatrano, general contractor, and sub- 
contractors. The ruling climaxes an eight- 
month dispute between Watertown property 
owners and the Waterbury group. 


House 
has 


tre operator John D. 
a drive-in 


Republic Opening Set 

The premiere of “Make Haste to Live,’ 
Republic’s suspense drama _ co-starring 
Dorothy McGuire and Stephen McNally, 
will take place at the Victoria theatre in 
New York March 25. 


’ 


Trade Waits 
In East for 
SuperScope 


As the New York trade prepared for the 
first east coast demonstrations of Joseph and 
Irving Tushinsky’s SuperScope, variable 
anamorphic lens process, next Monday at the 
RKO 86th Street theatre, reports came in 
from two exhibition that Warner 
3rothers had given authorization for use of 


sources 


SuperScope lenses for the projection of its 
CinemaScope product. . 

Both Harry Brandt, president of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Association of New 
York, and Wilbur Snaper, former president 
of Allied States Association, ‘reported that 
Jack Warner, vice-president in charge of 
production at Warners, had given his ap- 
proval to the Tushinsky lens. Both 20th 
Century-Fox and MGM are reportedly wait- 
ing to see the New York showing before 
making any statements on their policy. 

Allied States has indicated particular at- 
tention to the upcoming demonstrations and 
has announced that it have members 
from as far west as Mississippi at the show- 
ing Monday. The New Jersey Allied unit 
will act as host at luncheon for visiting 
Allied members at the Hotel Astor in New 
York following the demonstration. The pur- 
pose of the meeting will be to discuss the 


will 


demonstration and related problems having 
to do with the new screen techniques. 


Puerto Rico Circuit Owner 
Cobian Voices "Humiliation" 


Deep regret for the shooting of Congress- 
men by Puerto Rican nationalists was ex- 
pressed in telegrams last week by Rafael 
Ramos Cvbian, Cobian Theatres head, to 
presidents of U. S. motion picture com- 
panies. He said, in part: “I convey to you 
as a leader in the motion picture industry 
to use every channel possible to show the 
U. S. Congress our deep concern for the 
well being of those who have been injured 
and pray for understanding of the depth 
of our loyal feeling and deep regard for our 
fellow citizens of the U. S. A. With utmost 
humiliation... .” 


Canadian Broadcasting 
Takes 140 Republic Films 


TORONTO: The Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation’s television section has _ con- 
tracted for two groups of Republic features, 
totaling 140. The arrangements were made 
by O. C. Wilson, head of the film procure- 
ment department, with a new company, 
Hollywood Television Services of Canada, 
Ltd. The group of 100 will be telecast over 
stations in Ottawa, London, Sudbury and 
Vancouver. The second group of 40 will 
be added to the 100 for Toronto station. 
None of the films offered over the TV Sta- 
tions in Canada is new, although the CBC 
is drawing on a number of sources. 
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ARBITRATION TALK WILL 
PROCEED MINUS ALLIED 


Distributor Group to Plan 
Meeting; Allied Insists 
Rentals Be Included 


When the conferences designed to estab- 
lish an industry arbitration system get un- 
der way, it will be without the participation 
of Allied States Association, it was learned 
in New York last weekend. 

Charles Boasberg, chairman of 
managers committee of the Motion Picture 
Association of America, that as far 
as distribution is concerned, “we'll arbitrate 
without Allied.” 


the sales 


said 


Boasberg Voices Regret 
At Allied Refusal 


Regret was expressed by Mr. Boasberg 
over Allied refusal of the invitation to join 
in an all-industry arbitration conference, 
adding that it is the only exhibitor organ- 
ization to do so. 
Allied’s letter of 


public last weekend. 


was made 
In it Allied reiterated 
its stand that film rentals be a part of arbi 
trable subjects, which was ruled out in the 


rejection 


February 10 invitations to a conference is- 
sued by Eric Johnston, MPAA president. 
\llied’s response, signed by president Ben 
Marcus, said in part: 

“Permit me to remind you that this asso 
ciation on Februry 18, 1952, in letters to 
the presidents of several film companies 
proposed an all-inclusive arbitration system, 
listing film rentals among the subjects for 
arbitration. Since then this association by 
a series of resolutions adopted by its board 
of directors and ratified at national conven- 
tions has adhered to the position that any 
arbitrtaion system, to be of benefit to the 
independent exhibitor, must provide for the 
arbitration of disputes involving the terms 
and conditions of 
rentals.” 


sale, including film 


Copies of Reply Sent to 
U. S. Attorney General 


Copies of Allied’s reply, Mr. Marcus con- 
tinued, have been sent to the U. S. Attorney 
General and the Senate Smal! Business 
Committee, inasmuch as copies of Mr. 
Johnston’s invitations were sent to 
them. 

The effectiveness of any arbitration sys- 


also 


tem set up without Allied participation is 
questioned in trade quarters in the light of 
the need for an industry arbitration system 
to have the approval of the Department of 
Justice and the New York Statutory Court, 
which has jurisdiction over the Paramount 
Case consent decree. 

Mr. Johnston was expected to meet with 
the MPAA distribution committee shortly. 
From that meeting and subsequent talks 
with participating parties, a time and date 
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT 
URGES INDUSTRY ARBITRATE 


WASHINGTON 


Committee, in its 


The Senate Small Busi 


ness annual report for 
1953, 


that the film industry get together on an 


renewed its earlier recommendation 
industry arbitration system. 

The report admitted that no solution had 
yet been found to the problem of whether 
to arbitrate film rentals. However, the com 
mittee said, “It is to be hoped that such an 
issue will not be allowed to detract from the 
fact that representatives of all segments of 
the industry have given assent to the prin 
solution 


ciples of arbitration as offering a 


to industry strife. Upon this common basis 
that 
leaders can establish arbitration procedures 


your committee is confident industry 
which will be productive of renewed vitality 
and increased prosperity in the industry.” 
The was sharply critical of the 
dangers to the 


report 
independent exhibitor in- 
herent in the pre-release system and other 


current distributor trade practices. 
Slaps Justice Department 


The report also slapped the Justice De- 
partment’s Anti-Trust Division for approv- 
ing the ‘flat 
tures and for other recent interpretations 
of the Paramount Consent Decrees. It urged 
the Division to adopt a vigorous program 
of “enforcing the spirit as well as the letter” 
of the Consent 


sum’ method of pricing pic- 


Decrees. 

The annual report was filed by Chairman 
Thye (R., Minn.). The film 
trade practices, covered 


remarks on 
industry which 


about eight pages of a 170-page committee 


report, were follow-ups of a report filed last 


summer by a subcommittee headed by Sen. 
That 


hearings by the 


Schoeppel (R., Kan.). earlier report, 


issued after extensive sub 


committee, strongly recommended a more 


vigorous cniorcement policy by the Justice 
Department and also further industry efforts 


to set up an arbitration system 


Cite Basic Problem 


1 


hearings, the 


The 
report 


eariler subcommitte 


said, indicated that many of the ex 


basic problems were due largely to 


hibitors’ 
the distributors’ employment ot 
pre release 
junct, competitive bidding.” 


tices: “The practice 


The report said the committee could 


I 


determine whether either 


itself 


practice was 


violative of Federal law, but the 


tress resulting from their widespread 


ployment seemed almost indisputable 
awarded the pre 
that the pictur: 


competition on 


Since the exhibitor 


release run is always sure 


will not be available to his 


a general release basis for a considerabl 
length of time after his exclusive run is con 
illegal 
aia i tetihe win glnatl 
raramount juacgment Was Clearly 


said. It 
\ttorney General Barnes had 


pleted, ‘the question of clearances 
under the 
presented,” the pointed out 
that Assistant 
testified that 


whether the distributors, in 


report 


violation would depend on 
pre-releasing a 
picture, specified what time must elapse be 
and that Allied States 

counsel, Abram F. 


Myers, had challenged this line of reasoning 


fore general release, 


\ssociation general 





for the convening of an exhibition-distribu- 
tion meeting on arbitration will be set. 

Theatre Owners of America, Independent 
Theatre Owners Association of New York, 
Southern California Theatre Owners Asso- 
ciation and Metropolitan Motion 
Theatres Association, New York, have ac- 
cepted Mr. Johnston’s invitation, the latter 
organization as an observer only. 

Last week the ITOA appointed a com- 
mittee to participate in the arbitration dis- 
cussions proposed by the MPAA. The com- 
mittee is composed of Julius Sanders, chair- 
man, Abe Leff and Ray Rhone. 

Recently a three-man delegation to repre- 
sent the Metropolitan Motion Picture The- 
atres Association at the forthcoming arbi- 
tration conference was also announced. The 
authorized group consists of Leo Brecher, 
Emanuel Frisch and Sol Schwartz. 


Picture 


Georgia and Alabama 
Groups to Meet in May 


ATLANTA: The seventh annual joint con 
vention of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners and Operators of Georgia and the 
Alabama Theatre Association has 
for the Biltmore Hotel here May 9-11. J. H 
Thompson, president of the Georgia associa 
tion, and R. M. Kennedy, head of the Ala 
group, will be co-chairmen of the 
general program committee. Mr. ° 
said that members of all theatre organiza- 
tions in the Southeast would be invited 


been set 


bama 


hompson 


Dealer Leases Drive-in 
The Highway 14 Drive-in theatre at Rich 


late 
Vic 


land Center, formerly owned by the 
Eskin, has been leased by the 
Co., Inc., Milwaukee 


Sarah 


Manhardt dealet 











Terry Ramsaye Says 








AD WRITER CONFIDES—An able and ex- 
perienced writer of motion picture theatre 
vertising— the past three decades and 
years before'—faced his type- 

ther day impelled to do piece 

a mood. He 
>bserved pensively in certain areas of 
"When the customers failed to 
theatre doors, the ads 
were bad: when they did it was unanimously 
the story or pos- 
urge ir e price of Chilean 


guano Tturnea tne 
+h 


He was in 
That 
juagmen?r: 
break down The 
agreed the star 


ibly an up 


formulae for pic 
have not changed, for 
sound reason that departure from the 
path has usually proved disastrous. 
authority tinds that most any pic 
campaign in display print ‘s likely to 
fall into these categories: 
‘The Clinic Ad—basic as Adam and Eve 
and never dislodged for long. 
The See Ad—See the martyr 


Through 


€ years tne 
Ture aavertisement 
the 


thrown 
the starving lions, etc 
"The re Ad Dignified, editoria 

sometimes signed by the producer or 
‘Proud to an- 
an outstanding 
nave been occa- 


Sincere 


theatre manager. 


+an +o one o> 5 
though there 

Ons. 2 e ; 

"The Pike's Peak or Bust Ad—Jean Har 

ow kicked off the new nubile trend in ‘Hell's 

Angels’ and from then forward every man 

for himself... . 

The ‘How Much Is that Girlie Against 
Lamppost’ Aa—A sure stopper. We 
it first in 1924 for ‘Shady Lady’ and 

ing since. 

al Comedy Ad—Never mind 

the ad borders. Our artist 
Joesn't know B-flat from A-sharp. 
Alona one will find a tall 


" . . ° 1 
nowair attired in the 


svelte 
minimum the law 


you 


*) i> a> > 

Thi trom rea authority which is to 

Ernie Emerling's “Movie Memo" for 

ew's, in which he prints things just for 
f it now and then. 

sfe 


ren ren 


CULTURE—Our Government 

far beyond the common con- 

citizen in the street in the great 

cause of the higher culture 

of the more remote and eso- 

ncerns of scholarship. The tax 

payer just really does not know what a hell- 
bending, tar flung do-gooder he is. We 
indebted to that Fordham 


are just now 


scholar, bibliophile and semanticist, James 
D. Ivers, news editor of The HERALD, for 
passing on the official bulletin of Library 
of Congress Cataloging Service for Janu- 
ary announcing the completion of the 
transliteration for our purposes of the 
alphabets of a group of Asian languages 
including: Sanskrit (using the Devanagari 
alphabet), Devanagari, Bengali, Gugarati, 
Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, Oriya, 
Pamjabi, Sindhi, Sinhalese, Tamil, Teglugu 
and Urdu. To make the 
clear it is stated that: "All alphabets 
anusvara before occlusive consonants will 
be transliterated according to the order of 
those occlusives; before other consonants 
and in final position it will be represented 
by m.'' There is a final warning that ‘'this 
transliteration does not describe Library of 
Congress practice prior to February, 
1945"' All reporters have been advised 
officially. 


matter entirely 


rar y fei ah © 


HANDBOOK ON DATES—''Specia! Days, 
Weeks and Months" is the title of a service 
publication of the United States Chamber 
of Commerce, Washington, D. C. The 
1954 edition is now available, at twenty- 
five cents, we are informed. It is said to 
list legal holidays, religious observances 
and 400 business promotion events—every- 
thing in fact from Washington's Birthday 
probably to the “Be Kind to Cross-Eyed 
Cats Week." This should be a handy ref- 
erence for press agents, promoters, tiein 
hunters and all the ilk. It can also be a 
document in clinical study of Homo Sa- 
piens, the customer, as a customer. It be- 
comes a recording of pitches that have in 
this fashion become institutionalized, at 
least to the point of record. Every entry 
represents something that some sort of au- 
dience has accepted. That can be in- 
formative. What "they" will take and why 
can be amazing. The market for corn is 
always bigger than the crop. Keep on 
shelling. 


r~x 2 wr 


YES, YES—An ecstatic reviewer for "Time" 
after regarding Eartha Kitt erupting 
‘through the film barrier’ returned to his 
typewriter to set down that: "She makes 
the spectator feel like an iron filing when 
the magnet passes by."’ That fellow's high 
school physics is not far behind him. He 
also charges her with "'cobra-cold allure.'' 
More vocabulary than judgment. 








Schine Case 
Is Delayed 
To April 13 


BUFFALO: A motion by Schine Chain 
Theatres, Inc., to modify terms of the 194 
anti-trust decree ordering it to dispose of 
theatres was adjourned here Monday by 
Federal Judge John Knight to April 13 with 
che consent of attorneys for the circuit and 
U. S. Attorney John O. Henderson. That 1s 
the date on which the chain must answer 
show-cause orders granted the Government 
on why they should not be held in contempt 
of court for failing to obey the Government’s 
1949 decree. 

Last week on Wednesday the Government 
civil and criminal contempt 
the company, three officials 
other film 


moved to bring 
charges against 
and five subsidiaries, and three 
corporations and their officers. 

Specifically named in the criminal order 
are J. Myer Schine; Louis W. Schine; John 
A. May; the Schine Chain Theatres, Inc., 
and five of its subsidiaries; Howard G. An 
tevil; Donald G. Schine; Elmer F. Lux, who 
is also president of the Buffalo Common 
Council; Hildemart Corp.; Darnell Theatres, 
Inc., and Elmart Theatres, Inc. 

The civil 
same defendants except Mr. Lux, Donald G. 
Schine and Mr. Antevil. Both orders charge 
that the defendants failed to comply with an 
order by Judge Knight to divest 39 theatres 
and to make available to competing theatres 


show-cause order names _ the 


first run films. The order, a consent decree, 
was signed by Judge Knight June 24, 1949, 
and provided for the divestiture of the 3° 
theatres in a three-year period. The chain 
has disposed of 16 theatres to date, leaving 
23 theatres. 


Warner Hits 
Pessimists 


HOLLYWOOD: Jack L. Warner, 
president in charge of production at Warner 
Brothers, this week sharply criticized pessi- 


vice- 


mists within the industry and commented on 
the promising outlook. His talk was at a 
sponsored by the American 
Cinema Editors. Mr. Warner pointed to the 
stimulus given the industry by CinemaScope, 
Cinerama and 3-D. He said, “Other meth- 
ods that have equal opportunities for suc- 


dinner here 


cess are currently in the process of develop- 
ment.” 

“T make a plea,” Mr. Warner said, “that 
and think less of 
self and more of the great industry that has 
done so much for everyone in it.” 

Paying tribute to the film editors, he said 
that while the public does not understand the 
function of the film editor, the people in the 
industry know how much the editor can con- 
tribute to the dramatic and entertainment 
qualities of motion pictures. 


actors, writers directors 
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\ PROVEN BOX-OFFICE BONANZA’ 
BOOK IT NOW 
FOR GREAT EASTER BUSINESS: 


LL ITS STORYBOOK WONDER BECOMES SCREEN MAGIC! 


NEW YORK 
LITTLE CARNEGIE 
13 SMASH WEEKS! 


And 
this package 
topped some of the 
greatest business 
ever recorded in: 
BRIDGEPORT 
[Beverly and Hiway] 
SYRACUSE 
[Eckel] 
NORWICH 
[Loew’s Poli] 
WATERVILLE, CONN. 
[Ville] 
And 


its tremendous 
boxoffice performance 
in Schine Theatres in: 
Gloversville 
Amsterdam 
Little Falls 
Ogdensburg 
Bath and 
Canandaigua 
has resulted in 
bookings throughout 
the Schine circuit! 
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“HEIDI” wins GOLD MEDAL AWARD — 


PARENTS’ MAGAZINE, 
AS “OUTSTANDING 
FAMILY MOVIE!” 


SPECTACULAR BOOK TIEUP! 


Grosset & Dunlap, one of the nation’s leading 
publishers, is all out for “HEIDI” with one 
of the most extensive book promotions ever 
placed behind a motion picture! 7 new edi- 
tions are being distributed —a minimum of 
4,000,000 copies —in a nationwide theatre 
tieup. Posters and other material on the 7 
books and the picture will be displayed in 
91,720 traffic locations ranging from depart- 
ment stores to newsstands... all keyed for 
the Easter season! wae 7 


Also 400 radio and 90 TV stations all over the 
country will promote “HEIDI” with plugs and 
spot announcements! 











Produced by LAZAR WECHSLER 
Based on the book by Johanna Spyri 


Directed by LUIG] COMENCINI 














“Absolutely stunning! Moves one 
to emotional raptures that are 


seldom got from a film!” 
—N. Y. TIMES 


“Should fascinate child and adult 
alike!” —M. P. HERALD 











QUANT vt 


A rare and exciting film... 
as proud and majestic 
as its wild stallion... 


ag * 


“WHITE, 
MANE 


i) 


Grand 
Prize 
Cannes 
A Film of Albert Lamorisse 1953 
Presented by William L. Snyder 


NIV 
as AN ERS. 





KIDS! ADULTS! EVERYONE GOES FOR THESE 
PRIZE-WINNING, FAMILY-AFFAIR FILMS! 


. UA | 











LAB SHOWDOWN 
FACES BRITISH 


Union Tactics Bring Threat 
of Dismissal; Newsreels 
May Shut in a Week 

by PETER BURNUP 

LONDON 


Association of Cink 


[Two thousand members of the 


and Allied Technicians, 
meeting early this week, adopted a majority 
resolution pledging support to their union in 
its dispute with employers, the Film Labora- 


tories Associatior1 


The latter has threatened to dis- 
miss this Friday union tech- 
nicians from laboratories which 
process British and American 
motion pictures and newsreels un- 
less they drop alleged “restrictive 
practices,” a mnon-overtime rule 
currently enforced by the union 
to promote its demands for a 40- 
hour-week, a weekly raise of 30 
shillings and a “closed shop.” 


In a press statement issued after the union 


meeting, George Elvin, ACT secretary, said 


the resolution passed by the membershiy 


shut down 


he 
sreels would De 


meant that all new 
within a week and that if the dispute contin- 
ues there would be films for British 
theatres within four 

With the 
News, all the reels, including the 
Broadcasting Corporation’s television news- 


no new 
to eight weeks. 

Movietone 

3ritish 


exception ol British 


It is now 
will not 


1 1 
mvoived 11 


that 


reel, are the dispute. 
Movietone News 
produce if the laboratories are 
down. Faced with its threat 
1947’; American embargo on film shipments 
here, the industry is preparing for a 
struggle ACT. 

When it rejected union demands, the FLA 
offered to 


underst« 1 “1 
othe shut 
gravest since 
grim 


with 


submit them to arbitration and, at 
handed to all laboratory 
explanation for the re- 
alia that 
only kept 
living bat greatly 
ther 


the same time, 


workers a reasoned 


jection, pointing out witer labora 
tory wages had not pace with 


increases 1n the 
exceeded those ing in craft 


industries. 


Refuses Arbitration 


arbitration and 


\CT 
proce¢ ded to the 


tactics, 


refused to accept 
restrictive and obstructive 
overtime 


including the banning of 


and the imposition of work-to-rule. It was 
certain of the six laboratories 
with FLA that 
Union’s erders and 
latter’s 


carried out in 


reported rom 
in membership workers 
themselves resented the 
that in 
being 
Following a 


instructions 
“half-hearted 
ACT’s 


were 


any event the 
were 
fashion.” 
executive, the 
then intensified with an implied shop-stew- 
ards’ threat in at least the labora- 
tories that any man not following the union 


meeting of 


restrictive operations 


one ot 


24 


line would be expelled and deprived of em- 
ployment. 

FLA decided to give notice of dismissal 
to all ACT 
pending the abandonment of the obstructive 
\CT’s Mr. Elvin replied that his 
so-called “lockout” by 
breach of the existing 


employees and to close down 


tactics. 
union regarded the 
the employers as 
agreement, ignoring the fact that the ban on 
overtime was itself a most flagrant breach of 
that agreement. 

Notices having been handed to the work- 
ers, the Laboratory Association has referred 
the dispute to the Ministry of Labor under 
the Industrial Disputes Order 


Blow to Production 


Production studios have been increasingly 
embarrassed in the last six weeks by delay 
in the delivery of rushes due to the work-to- 
lf the labs go dark there'll 
be no rushes and in consequence little or no 


rule operation. 


production. It’s as simple as that. 
Exhibitors declare they'll keep their thea- 
somehow or other. Said one prom- 
inent this week: “We'll get 
through now, even though we have to show 


tres open 
independent 
‘em a flea circus.” That doubtless is a piece 
of showman rhetoric. But it’s an index to 
the current temper in the industry, which, 
for once in a way, is unitedly behind FLA 
in its determination to showdown 
with ACT. 

That union has long been the bane oi 
production this Arthur Rank- 
patient, but stirred to resentment by ACT’s 
denounced 


have a 


side. YP 


incessant pin-pricking demands- 
as the greatest menace to 
O’Brien— 


it some years ago 
the industry’s prosperity. 
boss of the industry’s other trade 
National Association of Kine and Theatrical 
Employees—has gone much further than 
that. He has repeatedly lambasted the Film 
Industry Council, which is 
largely ACT, as nest of 
Communism. The whole industry here wants 


Tom 
union, the 


Employees’ 
motivated by 
believes the moment-of 


a show-down and 


truth has arrived. 
Continue 1.65 to I Ratio 


to an elaborate C. E. A. 
tionnaire, six of the principal British film 


In answer ques- 
production companies have informed the As- 
sociation that they plan to continue making 
pictures within the screen ratio of 1.65 to 
1 recommended by C. E. A.’s General Coun- 
cil. Only one out of the six—George Min- 
Pictures—states that it pro- 
poses releasing films of CinemaScope dimen- 
sions, but these will be with a single optical 
sound track, 
None of the 
involving multi-channel recordings or 
stereophonic sound. The companies 
cerned are: J. Arthur Rank Productions 
Ltd., British Lion Film Corporation, As- 


ter’s Renown 


companies will make films 
with 
con- 


sociated British-Pathe, Renown Pictures, 


Exclusive Films and Ealing Studios. 
Meanwhile, 20th-Fox is riding a wave of 
supreme confidence here. By this Monday, 
60 theatres had opened with CinemaScope. 
James Pattinson, acting chief of 20th-Fox 
in London, is confident that he will be able 
to build the “fourth circuit” of independents 
which Mr. Skouras envisages for Cinema- 
Scope product. He is intent too on break- 
ing the present release pattern. Independents 
in all parts of the being of- 
fered extended runs on CinemaScope pic- 
tures, with old 20th-Fox customers warned 


country are 


they no longer will have access to the com- 
pany’s product if rearby competitors install 


CinemaScope. 
Survey World Market 


Thomas A. director of 
J. Arthur Rank’s British Optical and Preci- 
sion Engineers group, has left on an eight- 


Law, managing 


week survey of world markets for the group 
products. His tour will take in Australia, 
New Zealand and the U. S., with a stop- 
off en route at Singapore. Mr. Law’s Amer- 
ican itinerary includes a prolonged stay in 
Hollywood and a visit to the Bell and 
Howell Chicago plant. 


The recently formed International Screen 
\dvertising Services, which has as its goal 
a world-wide organization for cinema screen 
advertising, held its meeting last 
week. It took place at Dusseldorf and was 
attended by all 
by F. Rothschild, head of the German mem- 
ber Universal Dia- und Filmwerbung. 


second 


founder members welcomed 


Information exchanged and reports sub- 
mitted by members showed that new mem- 
have admitted from North and 
South America, South Africa, Australia and 
Finland. Among other matters decided were 
the immediate 
standards for 


bers been 


preparation of a code of 


the use of members and the 
establishment of a 


report to the membership of the organization 


permanent secretariat » a 


points out. 


Arias Will Travel to Get 
Films for Quality Pictures 


Henry Arias, 
New York, 


firm for foreign pictures, will shortly tour 


of Arias Quality Pictures, 
recently formed distribution 
the world seeking product. Meanwhile, sales 
chief Abrams will tour the United 
States, establishing outlets. There are ex- 
Atlanta, New Or- 
Chicago, Los Angeles and 
Myer P. Beck supervis- 
ing advertising, publicity and 
The first *Parsifal,” in 
the French language but with English sub- 
titles, and starring Ludmilla Tcherina and 


Gustavo Rojo. 


Leo 


pected to be six offices: 
leans, St. 
San 


Louis, 
Francisco. 
promotion. 


firm’s picture is 


Three Cities for ''Carnival" 

King Brothers’ “Carnival Story,” an 
RKO release, will open April 16 at the 
Criterion, New York: Woods, 
and in the Mastbaum theatre in 
delphia. 


Chicago, 
Phila- 
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See Economy 
if U=1 and 
Decca Unite 


Universal can feel confident about 1°54, 
Milton Rackmil, president, told stockholders 
at their annual meeting in New York last 
week. A merger with Decca Records prob- 
ably would result in economies, he said, and 
assured questioning stockholders he would 
consider such action. He noted that Decca 
now owns 67 per cent of Universal common 
stock outstanding, and said the boards of 
both companies would have to approve a 
merger “if a merger were contemplated,” 
and also set an exchange rate of stock. 

He stressed that the Universal gross of 
$70,0000,000 for 1953 would be bettered this 
year. He answered other stockholder ques- 
tions thus: Universal will investigate every 
new technique. It photographed its 
CinemaScope pictures also in conventional 
form. It will not shut itself out of any mar- 
ket. It doesn’t plan to produce for or sell its 
old films to television. 

The board met after the meeting and de- 
cided upon a quarterly rather than semi- 
annual dividend. It also declared a 25 cents 
per share dividend on common stock. 

Net income of Decca Records for 1953, 
including, for the first time, the income at- 
tributable to its interest in the undistributed 
earnings of Universal Pictures, amounted to 
$1,862,266, equivalent to $1.38 per share on 
the 1,354,158 shares of Decca stock outstand- 
ing at the end of the year. 

The net income for 1953, including divi- 
dends from Universal but not including any 
share of the undistributed earnings of the 
film company, amounted to $1,240,438, or 92 
cents per share of the 1,354,158 shares out- 
standing. These earnings compare with 
$933,265, or 90 cents a share, for 1952 when 
only 1,035,533 shares were outstanding. 

In addition to Mr. Rackmil, the following 
were reelected to the Universal board: N. J. 


Blumberg, Alfred E. Daff, Preston Davie, 
Lea, John J. 


has 


Albert A. Garthwaite, R. W. 
O’Connor, Budd Rogers, Daniel M. Sheaffer, 
Harold I. Thorp and Samuel H. Vallance. 
The vote of 939,295 shares represented 90 
per cent of the shares outstanding. 

The board, at its meeting, reelected the 
following officers: Mr. Blumberg, chairman 
of the board; Mr. Rackmil, president; Mr. 
Daff, executive Adolph 
Schimel, vice-president, general counsel and 
secretary; Eugene F. Walsh, vice-president, 
treasurer and assistant secretary; Charles J. 
Feldman, David A. Lipton, Edward Muhl, 
John J. O’Connor, vice-presidents; R. M. 
Miles, controller and assistant treasurer. 


vice-president ; 


Conclude One Phase 
In RKO-Hughes Suit 


WILMINGTON: The suit to obtain a per- 
manent injunction against the sale of RKO 
Pictures Corp. assets to Howard Hughes, 
heard before Chancellor Collins Seitz, was 
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BABY SITTING 


BOSTON: Endeavoring to discover the rea- 
sons for a drop in patronage at one of its 
out-of-town neighborhood theatres, Amer- 
ican Theatres Corp. has conducted a 
house-to-house canvass of 300 housewives 
living near the theatre. Two women, ex- 
perienced in such surveys, handled the 
questions. They asked the same questions 
at each house, with the results so enlight- 
ening that ATC is conducting a similar sur- 
vey at another of its neighborhood situ- 
ations. 

The section selected for the first survey 
is in a city of a population of 100,000, but 
the survey was limited to an area within a 
one-mile radius of the theatre. This area is 
in a residential section and is in the lower 
middle-class bracket. The spot-checking 
was done in a systematic circular route 
around the theatre itself. This theatre has 
a change of program twice weekly and 
has other competitive neighborhood houses 
near it. 

It was found that approximately one out 
of every three persons attends a theatre 
at least once a week. A large percentage 
of this group goes to the ATC house be- 
cause of its accessibility. A large percent- 





BIG PROBLEM 
OF NEIGHBORHOOD PATRON 


age walks to the theatre, proving that the 
neighborhood house still plays an impor- 
tant role in community life. 

An important point brought out by the 
survey was that the problem of baby-sit- 
ting took precedence over the television 
habit as a reason for not attending more 
often. 

Monday night, traditionally the worst 
attendance night for neighborhoods, came 
out far ahead of others as a favorite TV 
listening night. 

Out of the 300 interviewed, ||! said 
they went to the movies once a week; 49 
once a month; 23 twice a week; 19 once a 
year; 10 once every three months; 72 not 
very often, and 16 never. Reasons for not 
going often vary from baby-sitter trouble, 
to prices being too high, and the appeal 
of TV. 

Asked if they had a movie budget, four 
said yes and 296 said no. In answer to what 
theatres attended most often, 232 said lo- 
cal ATC theatre, 23 said other theatres, 
20 "go to town to make a night of it once 
a year or so"; nine go anywhere there is 
a good movie while 16 contended that they 
never go. 





concluded in its present phase last Thurs- 
day. Chancellor Seitz asked each side to sub- 
mit briefs in reply to one another and said 
he expected that they would be exchanged 
early this week with replies by Saturday. 
The court asked to be advised on the re- 
sults of the stockholders meeting which was 
to be held in Del., Thursday, 
March 18. 


Allied Artists’ "Arrow" 
Set for 4-City Opening 


DALLAS: Allied Artists’ “Arrow in the 
Dust” has been set for a world premiere 
in four top houses of the Interstate Circuit 
on April 30, it was announced Tuesday by 
James Prichard, southern division manager. 
The Technicolor picture starring Sterling 
Hayden and produced by Hayes Goetz will 
bow simultaneously in the Metropolitan, 
Houston; the Ellanay, El Paso; Palace, 
Fort Worth and the State or Martini, Gal- 
Premiere was set Tuesday follow- 


Dover, 


veston. 
ing a special screening for Interstate execu- 
tives including Raymond Willie, 
manager, and Frank Starz, advertising and 


veneral 


publicity director. 

Allied Artists studio executives Joseph 
Rivkin, executive assistant to vice president 
Harold Mirisch, and John C. Flinn, direc 
tor of publicity and advertising also at- 
tended the screening and conferences. The 
premiere will be backed by a heavy tele- 
vision, radio and newspaper advertising and 
publicity campaign. 


Publicists Guild Signs 
With United Artists 


United Artists has signed a two-year con 
tract with the Screen Publicists Guild. It 
provides a $120 weekly minimum for all per- 
sonnel having six years’ service, and a $140 
minimum for senior publicists. It also gives 
salary increases up to $25 per week. It is 
may be re- 
the 
with Co 
Warners. 
The publicists at a special meeting not only 
ratified the Artists agreen but 
voted to donate 10 per cent of salaries to 


retroactive to January 1, and 


examined at the year’s end. Meanwhile, 
continuing negotiations 


lumbia, 20th-Fox, Universal, 


union is 
and 
United lent 
support publicists forced to strike against 
The executive board has 


strike vote 


other companies. 
been authorized to fix a 


Yates Paid $175,350 in 
Year as Republic Head 


WASHINGTON: Herbert J. Yates 
president of Republic Pictures, was paid 
$175,350 for the fiscal year ended October 
31, 1953, it was reported here to the S« 
curities and Exchange Commission For 


Richard W. 


Republic Pictures 


the same period, it was added 
Altshuler, 
International Corp., was paid $34,600. 7 
Yates salary, it explained, includes 
$100,000 accrued remuneration for the fiscal 
year, payment of which is deferred pursu- 
ant to the terms of the employment agree- 
ment of October 19, 1950. 


president of 
Ii¢ 


was 





ESTEEMED EDITOR: 


THAT 
in this space last October 
boiling furiously” is still boiling in 
that 
in that communication, which since 


‘technological teapot’ referred to 
24 as having again 
‘begu 
addition to re-engineered camera re- 
ported on 
then has fathered several protypes and has 
been christened VistaVision. 

At least others 


enhance 


also designed to 
photographing 


four 
screen results by 
extra-area negative for 
35mm positive have 


subject matter on 
reduction to standard 
been devised, tested and privately demon- 
strated. Footage filmed with two of these, 
as well as with VistaVision, will be included 
in next Monday’s SuperScope demonstration 
in your city (New York). 
More Cameras Are Sure 
To Be Developed 


That more than four such cameras will be 
developed now that VistaVision has dramat- 
ically demonstrated the value of this extra- 
urea principle, is as certain as it was a year 
ago that would 
up with his own 3-D camera setup de- 
signed to do Milton L. 
Natural Vision cameras had done. 

\s was mentioned last October, 
worked hand-in-hand with Paramount 


everybody in production 
come 
what Gunzburg’s 
Techni- 
color 
in perfecting the mechanism that was used 
“White Christmas,” but 
Monday last that Technicolor’s 
Herbert T. Kalmus, 


are even now converting S1X 


in shooting it was 
not until 
president, Dr. 


his technicians 


revealed 


Technicolor three-strip cameras to the extra- 
urea negative-exposure system which he lik- 
ened directly to VistaVision, 


Mr. Kalmus 


response to a demand for this type of camera 


said this is being done in 
said, 
that 
does not contemplate entering 
manutacturing field 
established 


Company, but 


which his company has received, he 


from all quarters. He made it clear 


Technicolor 
the camera in competi- 
on with such 
Mitchell 
lease 


concerns as 


Camera may decide 


t license or lend cameras on whatevet 
experience may prove most satisfac- 
ull concerne 


MGM Has Three Based 
On Big Area Principle 
IGM has h *€ cameras based on the 


principle, although the 
lared itself on either 


i-conventional in that it 
mera, 


using 


hole, located in 


regular 
procket 
doit Y the 


four, and with the 


work normally done 
area made available by 
three holes utilized 

other MGM 
cameras are horizontally-fed, as in the case 
of VistaVision, one film at a 


iminating the other 


for photography Che two 


moving the 


26 


rate of six holes per movement, the other 
moving it at a rate of 10 holes per move- 
ment.. 

It will be some time before the ultimates 
can be ascertained in this extra-area-negative 
development, naturally, but there is reason 
to believe that its cultivation will proceed 
more slowly and carefully than was the case 
in those helter-skelter 3-D days. 

As Dr. Kalmus pointed out, in answer to 
queries, it costs upward from $20,000 to con- 
And Mitchell Cam- 
era Company experts say every camera they 
make is six months in actual manufacturing 
handling, 


Struct any new camera. 


It seems unlikely there will be much hap- 
hazard experimenting with mere gimmicks 
on these terms. 

What with Todd-AO still to come, and 
with all or nearly all extra-area-negative 
systems and equipment patent-free, it ap- 
pears certain there will be much new and 
fundamental technological material at hand 
for treatment in the next edition of your ex- 
pert, authoritative “New Screen Techniques.” 

—WILLIAM R. WEAVER, 
Hollywood Editor 


+> 


START OF three new pictures and com- 
pletion of another lifted the over-all count 
of productions-shogting to 18 at the week- 
end. 

Columbia started shooting two pictures 
in CinemaScope and Technicolor. 

Producer Robert Arthur began shooting 
“The Long Gray Line” with Tyrone Power, 
Maureen O’Hara, Robert Francis, Betsy 
Palmer, Donald Crisp, Harry Carey, Jr., 
and others, directed by John Ford. 

Jerry Wald, the Columbia studio execu- 
personally producing 
“Joseph and His Brethren,’ which was 
started in Egypt, with William Dieterle 
directing a cast that is to be enumerated a 
little later in the game. 

The week’s third beginner, “The Bowery 
Boys Meet the Monster,” is another Allied 
\rtists addition to the longest-standing fea- 

Edward 
Bernds, the comedy specialist, is directing 
Leo Huntz Hall and confederates, 
nd Ben Schwalb is directing. 


tive producer, is 


ture series on the theatre screen. 


Gorcey, 


Muhl Says U-I Will 
Stress Story Values 


HOLLYWOOD Universal-International 
will place more stress than ever before on 
story values in its forthcoming productions, 
according to Edward Muhl, production vice- 

Eight and 
topped off by the Pulitzer prize- 
Shrike,” and the new 


president. important novels 
dramas, 


winning play, “The 


THIS WEEK IN 
PRODUCTION: 


STARTED (3) 


A. A. 
Bowery Boys 
Monster 





maScope; Techn 


i 5! } 
Meet the tae oh ; 
seph and His Brethren 
(CinemaScope; Tech- 


COLUMBIA nicolor) 
Long Gray Line (Cine- 


COMPLETED (I) 


U-I 


Matchmakers 


SHOOTING (18) 


A. A. 


Technicolor) 


Desperado 20TH-FOX 
COLUMBIA Broken Lance (Cinema 
Three for the Show Scope; Technicolor) 
(CinemaScope: Egyptian (Cinema 
Technicolor) Scope; Technicol 
| Was a Prisoner in 
Korea (Formerly U. A. 
"Those Reported Vera 
Missing’) caster; 
INDEPENDENT 


Snow Creature (W. Lee 
Wilder] 


PARAMOUNT 
Big Top (Wallis; 
Visi ; 
Mambo 
Laurent 


Country 
RKO 


0,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea (Disney: Battle Cry (Cinema 
CinemaScope; Scope; WarnerColor 


Cruz (Hecht-Lar 
Technicolor) 
Sitting Bull (Frank; 
CinemaScope; Color) 
White Orchid (Cosmos 
Eastman color) 
Barefoot Contessa 
(Firago; Techni 


U-I 
Francis Joins the Wac 
Tight Squeeze 

Bengal Rifles (Techr 


r) 
WARNER 


novel “Away All Boats,” have been acquired 
for production this year. 

“The Shrike” already has been set for 
production this summer with Jose Ferrer, 
play, also 
scheduled to star in the film as well as direct 


who starred in the Broadway 


it. “Away All Boats” was written by Ken- 
neth Dodson. 

“We have long recognized that story con 
tent is perhaps the single most important 
factor in blue-printing a successful picture,” 
Mr. Muhl said. 

Other properties that will be 
brought to the screen by U-I this year in- 


literary 


clude: 

Anya Seton’s “Foxfire,” which will stat 
June Allyson and Jeff Chandler; “The Gali 
leans,’ Frank G. Slaughter’s novel of Bibli 
cal days; “Tracey Cromwell,” Conrad Rich 
ter’s novel of a frontier woman’s love; “All 
that Allows,” new novel by Edna 
and Harry Lee about an attractive widow 
and her romance with a younger man; Ben 
Lucien Landing,” 
story ot River people; “They 
Stole $2,500,000,” Joseph F. Dinneen’s Col 
Further evidence of 
toward bigger 


Heaven 


“Mississippi 


Burman’s 
Mississippi 


lier’s Magazine story. 
the turn 
in the 


pictures was seen 


studio’s recently completed color 
by Technicolor CinemaScope productions, 
“Sign of the Pagan” and “The Black Shield 


of Falworth.” 
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More than a million RCA Drive-In Speakers... 


3 


MORE THAN A MILLION RCA Drive-In Speakers are your assur- Ready with 
ance of top-quality performance in the BIG Drive-In year ahead. the new developments 


Through the years, these million speakers have stood up through as they become practical 


all kinds of weather—heat, cold, drought, and flood—to give the 


kind of dependable service you expect from RCA. You know you can depend on RCA to 


offer the newest in drive-in develop- 
RCA’s ORIGINAL WEATHERPROOF DESIGN —the design that set ments. RCA pioneered in the develop- 
the standard for the industry—is available to you in every price ment of the drive-in speaker—brought 
range—in every style—offering in each style, at each price, the extra you the finest in high-power lamps— 
dependability only RCA can offer. and RCA will offer the finest equipment 
FOR COMPLETE EQUIPMENT AND INSTALLATION PLANNING, for the new motion picture techniques 
contact your RCA Theatre Supply Dealer. He has a broad back- 
ground in Drive-In planning ... he has all the sound and projection RCA DRIVE-IN EQUIPMENT 
equipment you need for successful operation. COSTS LESS THAN YOU THINK 


for drive-ins. 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


RADIO CORPORATION of AMERICA 


ENGINEERING PRODUCTS CAMDEN, MH. J. 


tn Canada: RCA VICTOR Company Limited, Montrec! 





Mit New York 
State Censor 
Measure 


Strong opposition to the proposed state 
censorship bills in the New York legislature 
was expressed in New York last Thursday 
by the Independent Theatre Owners Asso- 
ciation. 

The unit passed a resolution urging “all 
other communications media to join in this 
fight which strikes at freedom of expression 
and a free press.” 


Bill Reported Favorably 


Meanwhile Tuesday the Senate Public 
Education Committee favorably reported the 
Brydges bill defining “immoral” and “incite 
to crime” in the state licensing law. Sen. 
Earl W. Brydges, committee chairman, said 
later, “‘there will be some debate” when the 
measure third reading Thursday. 
That seemed to indicate the committee vote 


reaches 


was not unanimous. 

Hitting out at the proposed bill, the “New 
York Times” said editorially “one does not 
sense of moral or 
social peril in the 
amendments to the State Education Law on 
.. it said: 


“These measures, designed to spell out clear- 


have to be devoid of a 
responsibility to see 


movie censorship now pending. . 


ly the meaning of the word ‘immoral’. . . 
would not only further complicate the deli- 
cate judgments of the censorship board but 
would tend to restrict even more the consti- 
tutional guarantees of freedom of expression 
to the 

Last Friday the Ohio censors reluctantly 


medium of the screen.” 


approved five previously banned films: “The 
Outlaw,” “The Moon Is Blue,” “Mom and 
Dad,” “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
“Ways of Love,” which includes the contro- 
“The Miracle.” Dr. Clyde Hissong 
said the board has not changed its mind on 


and 
versial 


“the inappropriateness of the five,” but was 
forced to approve them because of the Su- 
Court decisison in the “M” and “La 
Ronde” He said the authority of the 
that it had no 


preme 
cases 
board restricted 
other alternative. 

Meanwhile in 


now 18 so 


New York Tuesday “La 
Ronde” had a dual opening at the Bijou and 


Little Carnegie theatres. 


Act on Chicago Ban 


In Chicago, further plans for action to lift 
the Chicago exhibition of RKO 
Radio’s “The French Line” have been for- 
mulated by Pope and Vallard, attorneys for 
the film company, and now are under scrutiny 


ban on 


of the company’s legal departments in New 
York and Los Angeles. The film was barred 
by Police Commissioner O’Connor after 
being passed by the censor board. 

Arthur L. Motion 
Picture Distributors Association president, 
charged Tuesday the legislative committees 
in Albany with the proposed 
bills were railroading the measures without 


Mayer, Independent 


concerned 
proper consideration. He had been notified 
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URGES ALL MEDIA UNITE 
IN CENSORSHIP FIGHT 


A united front of all mass com- 
munications media against govern- 
ment censorship was urged in New 
York Monday night by Phil O'Brien, 
consultant to the Motion Picture As- 
sociation of America, in an address 
before a meeting of the Radio and 
Television Executives Society. He sug- 
gested the formation of a committee 
composed of representatives from all 
media for the purpose of actively or- 
ganizing opposition to government 
censorship and in support of self- 
regulation in the respective media. 





by Senator Earl W. Brydges, chairman of 
the Senate Education Committee, that there 
would be no Senate hearings on the bills 
and that he had been requested to submit 
a brief. In reply, he wrote to Senator 
Brydges that failure to hold hearings on 
legislation of such importance was not “in 
accord with our democratic processes.” 


Oklahoma 
Allied Meets 


OKLAHOMA CITY: More than 200 ex- 
hibitors and distributors were in attendance 
at the Biltmore Hotel here last week for the 
second annual two-day convention of the 
Oklahoma unit of Allied States Association. 

Highlight of the meeting was a resolution 
passed by the members to permit the Allied 
unit to help any “distressed exhibitor” whose 
request is approved by the group’s grievance 
committee. 

Treasurer Bernard McKenna of Norman, 
Okla., said “distresses” could include finan- 
troubles, difficult film other 
problems. “There is now a product shortage 


cial terms or 
and an unprecedented demand by certain film 
companies for high film rents,” he said. 

New officers elected at the meeting are: 
Earl president; Siebert Worley, 
vice-president; Harold Bowers, secretary, 
and Mr. McKenna, treasurer. All will be 
board members. Glen Thompson was named 
chairman of the board. Other members se- 
lected are: E. T. Borum, Mrs. Leonard 
Newcomb, Claude Motley, Athel Boyter, Les 
Nordeen, Eddie Jones, Henry Simpson, 
Frank Deaton, and H. H. Carile. 


Snyder, 


Johnston Tells Argentines 
Standard Films Are Ended 


Within two years, standard films will be 


extinct as dinosaurs, Eric A. Johnston, 
president of the Motion Picture Association 
of America, said in Buenos Aires last week. 
Mr. Johnston was representing the Amer- 
ican industry and government at the Argen- 
tina Film Festival at Mar Del Plata. Mr. 
Johnston also spoke against restrictions and 
quotas. 


‘Salt’ Laden 
Heavily with 
Propaganda 


The trouble-beset, message-laden “Salt of 
the Earth” had its opening in New York 
City last Sunday at the Grande theatre at 
160 East 86th Street. Telling in powerful, 
emotional terms the struggles of Mexican- 
American mine workers in a union strike, 
the picture was filmed on location in New 
Mexico under the sponsorship of the Inter- 
national Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers, which was ousted from the CIO 
on charges of Communist domination. 

The picture is an affecting one, reaching 
moods of deep poignancy, and endowed with 
excellent photography and acting. However, 
its propaganda is unfair and heavy-handed. 
Its story develops along lines of class war- 
fare that are a discredited remnant of the 
proletarian literature of the 30s. The em- 
ployers are left-wing stereotypes of con- 
science-less capitalists, and the miners are 
—well, the salt of the earth. To build up 
emotional feeling for the struck miners, the 
picture paints their hardships and depriva- 
tions to a breaking point. One wenders why 
there wasn’t stronger support, sustenance 
and legal aid from the union. 

The picture was made by the Independent 
Productions Corp., with Paul Jarrico pro- 
ducing and Herbert J. Biberman directing. 
30th of the latter have been accused by 
witnesses as past or Communists 
before the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities 

Mexican-born Rosaura 
Juan Chacon, a non-professional actor, and 
president of Local 890 of the ousted union, 
play the lead roles of husband and wife, 
and do it with realism and conviction. 

Theatrical distribution for the film is in- 
tended. The Grande theatre is a non-[ATSE 
house. Although Richard Walsh, [ATSE 
president, has made no public statement 
about the film, his opposition to it is known, 
giving rise to the possibility that the film 
may encounter difficulties should it attempt 


—M. H. 


present 


Revueltas and 


to play in an IA house. 


COLUMBUS, O.: Ohio exhibitors have 
been advised to label “Salt of the Earth” as 
Communist propaganda if they play the p‘c- 
ture. The advice was given by Robert Wile, 
executive secretary of ITO of Ohio. Mr. 
Wile said the screen is free and “you have 
a right to play any film you wish,” but his 
advice was to label the picture propaganda. 


AB-Paramount Dividends 

Leonard H. Goldenson, president of 
American Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
tres, Inc., has announced the board of direc- 
tors has declared dividends of 25 cents per 
share on the outstanding preferred and 25 
cents per share on the outstanding common 
stock, payable April 20, 1954 to holders of 
record March 26. 
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U=I Holds 
Meeting in 
Argentina 


Universal-International Latin American 
sales executives met with home office over- 
seas sales chiefs this week in Buenos Aires. 
The executives represented 20 countries. 

Presiding was Alfred E. Daff, Universal 
International Films president. Other 
ecutives from the home office were Al Lowe, 
Latin-America supervisor; Fortunat Baro- 
nat, director of foreign publicity; Joseph 
Mazer, in charge of overseas 16mm _ film 
sales. Also attending were Norman Gluck, 
vice-president of United World Films, and 
Cesar Aboaf, special field representative for 
J. Arthur Rank films. A special guest was 
Air Commodore F. M. F. West, managing 
director of J. Arthur Rank Overseas Film 
Distributors. 

The delegates previewed pictures from the 
coast studio and f Rank. Host at the 


cx- 


trom 
conference was Monroe Isen, general man- 
ager for Argentina. 

Argentina sales manager Enrique Pardo 
and the managers ot U-I’s Argentina 
branches also attended. Representing Brazil, 
Rudi Gottschalk, Daniel Tikhomiroff and 
Enderson de Figueiredo, Colombia: Jorge 
Isaza. Cuba: Ramon Garcia. Chile: Raul 
Viancos. Dominican Republic: Morris Paie- 
wonsky. Ecuador: Francisco Puig. Panama 
and Central America: Saul Jacobs. Peru and 
Bolivia: Alejandro Undurraga. Puerto Rico: 
Harold Dudoff. Trinidad: Walter Lambert. 
Uruguay: James Alexander. 


Tony Garcia. 


Polaroid Offers New 
Plastic 3-D Glasses 


A new model of 3-D glasses, with all- 
plastic frames and contoured temples and 
claimed to have an increased viewing area, 
will be introduced this month by Polaroid 
Corporation to coincide with the national 
release of several new three-dimensional 
features. The company announced they will 
be sold at the same price as the standard 
cardboard models they replace, and will be 
available either in yellow or blue frames, 
with Polaroid calibrated. Richard 
Kriebel, Polarizer manager for Po- 
laroid, announced that orders for the new 
viewers, to be through RCA 
Theatre Equipment Dealers, would apply 
toward permanent possession of the special 
3-D monitor and synchronization equipment 
which the Polaroid Corporation is making 
available without cost to theatres using 
Polaroid glasses. 


"Weekend" to Rivoli 


“The Lost Weekend,’ Paramount’s Aca- 
demy Award picture of 1945, will open at 
the Rivoli theatre, New York, starting 
March 26. The film stars Ray Milland and 
Jane Wyman, and is based on Charles Jack- 
son’s best-selling novel. 


Venezuela: 


lenses 
sales 


processed 
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People in yy 2 ews 


NATHAN D. GoLpEN, Commerce Department 
film chief, will speak and represent the 
U. S. at the 1954 international photo- 
graphic fair at Cologne, Germany April 
3-12. 


IRVING BLUMBERG has been appointed direc- 
tor of publicity and advertising for Stanley 
Warner Theatres in Philadelphia, succeed- 
ing Everetr C. CaLttow who recently 
joined Cinerama organization in New 
York. 


MONTAGUE SALMON, Jr., son of the manag- 
ing director of the Rivoli theatre in New 
York, and a Lieutenant Commander sta- 
tioned in Yokahama, Japan for three 
years, will return to New York March 26. 


PauL MizuKAMt has replaced E. J. JoHAN- 
SEN, resigned as Allied Artists Interna- 
tional representative in Tokyo. 





Youngstein Heads Promotion 
Committee for Dinner 


Max Youngstein has been named chair- 
man of the ticket and promotion committee 
of the first annual Variety Club Heart 
Award Dinner, according to Russell V. 
Downing, chairman of the dinner committee. 
Mr. Youngstein said he will invite a mem- 
ber of the advertising and publicity depart- 
ment of every major company to serve on 
his committee. He expects to be able to 
announce the membership of his full Com- 
mittee very soon. 

The dinner in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel Thursday evening, 
May 6, will honor William J. German, 
president of the Variety Club Foundation to 
Combat Epilepsy, Inc. The Foundation sup- 
ports the Variety Clinic for Children with 
Epilepsy at the Columbia Presbyterian 
Medical Center. 


Burton Robbins Reelected 
Cinema Lodge President 


Burton E. Robbins, executive of National 
Screen Service, was reelected president of 
New York’s Cinema Lodge of B’nai B’rith 
for a second term at a meeting at the Hotel 
Astor Tuesday night. He thus becomes the 
third Cinema Lodge president in its 15-year 
history to hold office for a period of more 
than one term. 

Newly elected vice-presidents were Max 
Youngstein, Norman Robbins, twin brother 
of Burton, and Jack Weissman. Reelected as 
vice-presidents were Marvin Kirsch, Milton 
Livingston, Sol Rissner, Cy Seymour, 
Robert K. Shapiro, Al Wilde and Lou 
Wolff. Jack Hoffberg was reelected treas- 
urer; David Kelton secretary and Martin 
Levine chaplain. Elected trustees were 
Moses L. Kove and Joseph Maharam. Re- 
elected trustees were Max Blackman, Julius 


Sot SANDERS has been appointed director ot 
public relations and advertising of Chro- 
matic Television Laboratories, Inc. a sub- 
sidiary of Paramount Pictures Corp 


Davip LANDAU has been appointed head of 
the foreign audit division of Samuel 
Hacker and Co., industry CPAs. 

WILLIAM SHELTON has been 

president and general sales manager of 

Times Films, Inc. 


named vice- 


FrANK Upton, Music Hall manager in De- 
troit, has been elevated to division man- 
ager for Stanley Warner Cinerama Corp. 


Tuomas L. TaGGART, comptroller for Am- 
pex Corp., has been elected treasurer by 
the company’s board of directors. 


Collins, Harold Danson, Louis Novins and 
Arthur Schwartz. 

Featured at the meeting was the showing 
of a 20-minute film dealing with the 
activities of B’nai B’rith’s Hillel Founda- 
titled “I’m from Missouri.” It 
was produced by Martin Levine, 
Hoffman and Walter Klee under the spon 
Midtown 


new 
tions and 
George 
Lodge and 


Principal 


Cinema 
rith. speaker 
of the evening was Rabbi Charles E. Schul 
man of the Riverdale Temple, New York 


sorship of 


Lodge of B'nai 


Kroehler Sells Chair 
Division to Griggs 

The Kroehler Manufacturing 
Naperville, Ill., has announced the 
its Kroehler ‘‘Push-Back” Theatre 
Division to the Griggs Equipment Company 
of Belton, Tex. 
known in the public seating 
equipment fields. Although the 
tion was not disclosed, it is understood that 
the sale includes all the patents, rights, 
parts, tools and equipment to enable Griggs 
to proceed immediately with the manufac 
ture and sale of the nationally known audi- 


Company, 
sale of 
Chair 


The Griggs firm is well 
and school 


considera 


torium and theatre seat. 


"Night People" Date Raises 
$20,000 for Omaha Club 


The world premiere of 20th-Fox’s “Night 
People” raised more than $20,000 for the 


Variety Club’s fund for crippled 
It was at the Orpheum theatre 
— 


). 


Omaha 
children. 
March 11. 
They saw personal appearances by 
Broderick Crawford, Thelma _ Ritter 
Mitzi Gaynor. They also saw these persons 


Patrons paid from $5 to $2 
stars 
and 
accept an award for executive producer 
Darryl F. Zanuck as part of the Nebraska 
Centennial. Mr. Zanuck is a Nebraskan. 
Police said 80,000 persons were on hand. 
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RCA Begins 
Making TV 
Color Tubes 


RCA this week was to begin making cclor 
television receivers. Production of the com- 
pany’s tricolor tube is to be 2,000 per month, 
Frank M. Folsom, president, said this week. 
He added tubes are being shipped as rapidly 
as possible to various set manufacturers. 

RCA on March 26 will have as guests at 
its Bloomington, Indiana, plant, representa- 
tives of virtually all television set makers. 
They will see the commercial color receivers 
in production. As licensees of RCA, they 
also will be given manufacturing drawings, 
bills of material, sources of supply, technical 
details, and engineering information for the 
building of this model, CT-100. The com- 
pany says this policy is similar to the one it 
adopted in 1947 for black and white tele- 
vision. The purpose is to get the color tele- 
vision industry started quickly. 

The CT-100 is an open-face console, with 
2 15-inch tube. Its tentative price is $1,000. 
It has 36 tubes. Experimental predecessors 
had as many as 100. RCA is developing a 
19-inch tube. 


Shathin, Warner Foreign 
Executive, Crash Victim 


Michael Shathin, 66, Warner Bros. super 
visor for India, Singapore, Indonesia and 
Siam since 1946, among those killed 
March 13 in the Singapore airliner crash 
which took the lives of 33 persons. 

Mr. Shathin, on the way back home from 
a tour of his territory when he was killed, 
began his association with Warners in 1937 
as Japanese manager. In 1943 he became 
supervisor for India and Free China. Previ- 
ously he was manager in Japan for MGM. 
His widow, a daughter and a grandchild 


was 


survive. 


Frank A. Lacey 
Frank A. Lacey, 


theatres, 


Portland, Ore., owner 
ind manager of died in a 
Angeles hospital February 9 at the age of 


75. He was 45 years in the business. He 
Clara. 


Los 


leaves his widow, 


Percy Friedman 

Percy Friedman, 43, owner of the Yeadon, 
Yeadon, Pa., 
March 5 in Hahnemann Hospital. 
an active member of the Variety Club. 


in suburban Philadelphia, died 
He was 
His 


wife and three daughters survive. 


Alter Capital House 


WASHINGTON: Stanley Warner Thea- 
Metropolitan theatre is being com- 
pletely renovated, with a March 25 target 
date for completion of the job. Renovations 
will carpeting, lobby 
lighting and marquee; redecoration through- 


tres’ 


include new seats, 


out, new painting both inside and outside, 
and other work 
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RKO Sets New Series of 
Six Disney Shorts 


RKO Radio will release six Walt Disney 
shorts in a new series entitled “Marquee 
Musicals,” featuring some of the top names 
in the music world, Sidney Kramer, general 
sales manager for RKO Pathe, has an- 
nounced. The first, “Two for the Record,” 
starring Benny Goodman, will he released 
April 23. Others in the series, which for- 
merly appeared as episodes in various Dis- 
ney features, include “Casey at the Bat,” 
with Jerry Colonna; “Once Upon a Winter- 
time,” with Frances Langford; “The Mar- 
tins and the Coys,” with the King’s Men; 
“Little Toot” and “Johnny Fedora and 
Alice Blue Bonnet,’ with the Andrews 
Sisters. 


Drive-9tn Men 
In Meeting 


KANSAS CITY: 


thrashed out many problems to provide guid- 


Drive-in operators 
ance in management of theatres opening this 
spring, at the conference held here last week 
at the Hotel Continental. Sponsored by the 
Kansas-Missouri Association, the two-day 
drive-in meeting was attended by a record 
number of delegates. 

Among the points that were stressed in the 
course of the proceedings were the necessity 
of “thoughtfully promoting pictures,” some- 
times as much as two or three weeks ahead 
of play-dates, and the risk of “inciting re- 
strictions” by running all-night shows or 
showing films not suitable for children. 

Jack Braunagle, manager of drive-in oper- 
ations for the Commonwealth Circuit, urged 
the delegates to write their newspaper and 
other publicity in language such as they 
would use in speaking casually to patrons. 
Paul Peterson, general manager of Walter 
Reade Drive-in theatres, acted as moderator 
in discussion on concessions, highlighted by 
talks by Dick Lightman and Paul Sawyer, 
both of Malco Theatres. M. A. Levy, mid- 
west district 20th-Fox, 
spoke on stereophonic sound and the drive-in. 


manager for also 


Legion heitews?: 
All Are Approved 


Seven new pictures have been reviewed 
by the National Legion of Decency, with 
four rated A-I, morally unobjectionable for 
general patronage, and three A-II, morally 
unobjectionable for adults. In A-I 
“Go, Man, Go,” “The Iron Glove,” “Racing 
Blood” and “Rose Marie.”’ In Class A-II 
“Casanova’s Big Night,” “The Mad 
“Phantom of the Rue 


are: 


are 
Magician” and 
Morgue.” 


Fox Buys "King And |" 

Twentieth Century-Fox has bought the 
screen rigits to the Richard Rodgers-Oscar 
Hammerstein musical, “The King and I” 
and will film it in CinemaScope. The authors 
with producer Charles 
compose additional songs. 


will collaborate 
Brackett and 


Stars Cited 
For Help in 
Bond Sales 


HOLLYWOOD: The U. S. Savings Bond 
Division of the Treasury Department at a 
luncheon here Tuesday presented film stars 
and studios with specially engraved Treasury 
citations for rendering valuable public serv- 
ice in behalf of the Treasury’s savings bond 
program. 

Frank Freeman, president of the Associa- 
tion of Motion Picture Producers, presided 
at the luncheon at the Beverly Hills Hotel 
where James J. Newman, assistant national 
director of the Savings Bonds Division, made 
the presentations. 

Cited for “The Bond Us,” a 
35mm and 16mm short subject, were Uni- 
versal Pictures, June Allyson, Susan Cabot, 
Russell Johnson, producer George Bole, 
director Will Cowan, writer Joseph Hoff- 
man, and studio executives Edward Muhl, 
William Gordon and Archie Herzoff. 

Cited for one-minute news trailers were 
John Wayne, Eddie Cantor, Lionel Barry- 
more, Fred MacMurray, Jon Hall, Humph- 
rey Bogart, Maureen O’Hara, Jimmy Dur- 
ante, Barbara Stanwyck, Audie Murphy and 
Burt Lancaster. For making a short to be 
shown in schools, the Department cited pro- 
ducer Whitney Ellsworth, writer David 
Chantler and actor Dore 
Schary and Pete Smith were given similar 
“Cash Stashers,”’ a 15-minute 


Jetween 


George Reeves. 
awards for 
short. 

Others cited by the Treasury included 
Columbia Pictures and Harry 
Cohn, George Lait and Jerry Wald, the Hol- 
lywood Coordinating Committee, the Musi- 
cians Mutual Protective Association, Screen 
Writers Guild, Screen Directors Guild and 
the Screen Actors Guild. 


executives 


High Court Still Refuses 


Partmar Case Rehearing 
WASHINGTON: The U. S. 
Court refused to reconsider 
ruling in the Partmar case. 
8, the high court ruled five to two that Part- 
mar was not entitled to a further trial on its 
damage claims against Paramount. Part- 
mar early this month asked for a rehearing 


Supreme 
its earlier 
On February 


has 


on the case, and this week the justices de- 
nied the rehearing petition. Justices Jackson 
and Clark, who abstained in the original 
decision, took no part in passing on the re- 
hearing application, 


Another Drive-in for Reade 

Walter Reade Theatres has purchased 
land on Absecon Boulevard, near Atlantic 
City, N. J., for a 1,000-car drive-in theatre 
which also will have a salt-water swimming 
pool, a sand beach, a play area, restaurant, 
a picnic area, pony rides, a kiddie play area, 
in-car heaters, a new screen which will a!- 
low projection two hours earlier than the 
usual starting time. 
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ALBANY 

The industry’s fight against legislatien de- 
fining “immoral” and “incite to crime” 
phrases in the state motion picture licensing 
law is being conducted on the spot by Philip 
J. O’Brien, Jr., attorney for MPAA, and 
Manning Claggett, MPAA publicist, with 
an assist from Charles A. Smakwitz, Stan- 
ley Warner zone manager. . . . Robert Bar- 
anoff’s Valley drive-in, Little Falls, will be 
bought and booked this season by Upstate 
Theatres, Inc., of Albany. Baranoff, who 
also operates a drive-in between Trenton, 
N. J., and Levittown, Pa., was at one time 
Schine city manager in Amsterdam. . . . Ben 
Coleman will buy and book the Carman 
drive-in, Guilderland. John and Peter Mar- 
otta, Carman owners, are building a 350- 
car theatre outside of Gloversville. Film 
Row hears that it probably will be opened 
in May. ... J. Myer Schine, president of 
Schine Circuit and Schine Hotels, who has 
spent much of the winter in Florida, visited 
the Ten Eyck here. 


ATLANTA 
Bill Daugherty, of the Webb Playhouse, 
Weathersfield, Conn., has returned there 
after a vacation spent in the Florida sun- 
shine. M. J. Daly, Blue Hill theatre, 
Bloomfield, Conn., has returned to Hartford, 
Conn., after a vacation in Florida... . Bern- 
ard Lewis, IFE promotion manager, was in 
Atlanta for “The Greatest Love,” which 
opened in 13 Atlanta theatres March 15. 
... Branch manager, Leonard Burch, United 
World Films, is back at his Atlanta office 
after a tour of North and South Carolina. 
We had on the row visiting: Mack 
Jackson, theatres in Alexander City, Ala.; 
Paul Engler, Famous Theatres, Birming- 
ham, Ala.; Harry Curl, Melba, Birming- 
ham, Ala., and George Gaston, Madison, 
\tlanta. .. . The Hanceville theatre Hance- 
ville, Ala., owned by Earl Kretschmar, 
was destroyed by fire. Mr. Kretschmar 
said that he did not know if he would rebuild 
as business has been very bad. . . . Judy 
Norlan has resigned from the ABC Book- 
ing Service. ... L. E. Wolfson and Roy 
senjamin, owners of the Bay drive-in, 
Tampa, Fla., has filed suit against County 
Tax Collector of Tampa over his refusal 
to issue an occupational license. 


BALTIMORE 


M. R. Rappaport, assistant to I. M. Rap- 
paport, Town, Hipp and Little theatres, is” 
in New York on business. . . . Charles Con- 
nor, projectionist at the Paramount, has re- 
turned home from Mercy Hospital 
regional conference of the International 
Popcorn Association was held March 18 at 
the Lord Baltimore Hotel. . . . Leon Back, 
Rome theatre executive and president of 
Maryland Allied, is back from a New York 
trip where he attended the Allied States 
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Association board meeting. Al Pratt, 
Warner sound dept., in town visiting the 
Stanley. .. . Lou Cohen, manager of Loew’s 
Poli in Hartford, visited the local Loew 
house on his way home from Florida... . 
Walter Gettinger, Howard theatre, is in 
New York. H. Ted Routson, Play- 
house general manager, has reported a great 
improvement in health since being back on 
the job. Richard Dizon, Hippodrome 
assistant, underwent minor chest surgery 
and is back on the job. 


BOSTON 


George L. Roberts, treasurer of the Rif- 
kin circuit, was reelected president of the 
Sentry Lodge of B’nai B’rith, the thea- 
trical lodge. Others elected were Henri 
Schwartzberg, first vice-president; Louis 
F. Katz, second vice-president; Benn H. 
Rosenwald, third vice-president; Harry I. 
Wasserman, treasurer; and Joseph H. Gross, 
corresponding secretary. . . . The first com- 
plete installation of the Twi-Nite screen, 
designed by the Open Air Development 
Company of Boston, will be put up at the 
S-3 Drive-in, Rutherford, New Jersey... . 
William Riseman Associates is in the proc- 
ess of building and designing four new 
drive-ins for New England exhibitors, each 
with a huge wide screen. Al Lourie 








WHEN AND WHERE 


March 28-30: Annual convention, Allied 
Theatre Owners of Gulf States, Edge- 
water Gulf Hotel, Edgewater Park, Miss. 


April 6-8: Annual convention, Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Wisconsin 
Hotel Shroeder, Milwaukee. 


April 19-21: Spring convention, Allied The- 
atres of Michigan, Hotel Statler, Detroit. 


May 2-7: Semi-annual convention, Society 
of Motion Picture and Television Engi- 
neers, Statler, Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Allied Theatre 
Owners of lowa, Nebraska and Mid- 
Central, Fontanelle Hotel, Omaha. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Independent 
Theatre Owners of Arkansas, Marion 
Hotel, Little Rock, Arkansas. 


May 10-11: Annual convention, North- 
Central Allied Independent Theatres 
Owners, Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis. 


June 15-16: Annual spring meeting, Allied 
Theatre Owners of Indiana, South Shore 
Hotel, Lake Wawasee, Ind. 





has taken over his second drive-in with a 
long lease on the Kittery-York drive-in in 
Maine. 


BUFFALO 
New officers for the new year have been 
elected by the Buffalo Exchange Employes 
union, Local F-9. The new president is 
John Serfustino, booker at Paramount. 
Josephine Genco, Fox, continues as_busi- 
ness agent. The new vice-president is Flor- 
ence Kiley, also of Fox. Josie Lee Moore, 
National Screen Service, is financial secre 
tary and Gloria Picerno, Paramount, re 
cording secretary. . . . William A. Olin of 
Kenmore, who for many had con- 
ducted a film delivery service in and around 
Buffalo, is dead. Mr. Olin had been ill for 
many months. Mrs. Olin will continue the 
business in association with her son, Robert 
Nat Marcus, chairman in the Buffalo 
exchange area for the distribution of ‘The 
Price of Liberty,” a story of women in de- 
fense work. Murray Whiteman, past 
chief barker, Variety club, and Mrs. White- 
man write from Hot Springs that they are 
getting a real rest in the famous Arkansas 
resort. The Whitemans soon will leave Hot 
Springs to attend the big pow-wow of the 
Variety Clubs International at Dallas. 
Herbert L. Gaines for many years a mem 
ber of the sales staff here of Warner Bros. 
pictures, has become engaged to Miss Debby 
\dverse of Brooklyn 


CHICAGO 
Walter Wanger will hit here March 21 
to spearhead the advance publicity campaign 
for “Riot In Cell Block 11.”. . . Arch Tre 
bow, B. & K. maintenance chief, heads for 
a southern vacation of several weeks’ dura 
tion. Burtus Bishop, MGM division 
manager, is back at his desk after a sojourn 
at Henrotin Hospital. Elmer Upton, 
B... & KK. secretary, headed for N. Y tor a 
United Paramount-B. & K.. stockholders’ 
meeting. ... Abe Teitel of the World Play 
house and Teitel Films, returned from a tris 
to the West Ronald 
came in from Hollywood to guest star ot 
the Northerners’ radio program March 15 
The United Artists theatre scheduled 

an early closing for Tuesday to 
for the opening of its first CinemaScope 
production, Warners’ “The 


Wednesday. 


CINCINNATI 


If plans now under consideration mat 
rialize, the present RKO Capitol will be 
come a Cinerama theatre. The 2,000-seat 
house, of which the circuit must soon divest 
itself under the Government consent decree, 
was selected by Harry Kalmine, general 
manager of the Stanley Warner Cinerama 
Theatres chain and director of Cinerama, 


years 


Coast. Reagan 


prepare 


Command,’ 1 
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Inc., who was here recently to make a sur- 
vey of the local situation. . . . Derek Sydney, 
who covers the West Virginia sales field 
for National Screen Service, is temporarily 
out of circulation, being confined to his 
home in Huntington, W. Va. by a heart 
condition. Ben Cohen, an associate of 
Marc Cummins in the operation of several 
drive-in theatres in this area, is back on 
the job following a Florida vacation. 

O. G. Roaden, of Loyall, Ky., has acquired 
the Corlee theatre and Auburn drive-in, in 
Cumberland, Ky., from the previous oper- 
ator, M. K. Murphy, who will hereafter 
devote his activities to his theatre in Stone 
Gap, Va... . Samuel Levin, operator of the 
Belmont Auto theatre, in Dayton, Ohio, is 
considering the construction of another out- 
door theatre there. 


CLEVELAND 


Last week’s blizzard hurt all theatre takes, 
but hit the neighborhoods harder than the 
downtown houses which had hotel patrons 
to draw from. George Bailey, M-G-M 
office manager is back at his desk with a 
clean bill of health from his doctor and the 
hospital that gave him a thorough check-up. 

Rayland drive-in, Rayland, owned by 
John Gardner, was the first ozoner to open 
the season in this area. It opened March 6. 
Several are scheduled to open this weekend. 

Mrs. Erma Boedecker, Maple drive-in, 
Zanesville, returned from a 2-month Euro- 
pean vacation trip. »« abe Kramer, Asso- 
ciated Circuit, and Howard Reif, Modern 
Theatres, are back from Florida in the in- 
terest of the collector of internal revenue. 

Lou Morenzi, former manager of the 
Beach Cliff theatre, will manage the Dear- 
born drive-in, Dearborn, Mich., this season. 
; Maurice Barck is now sole owner of 
the Park Auto drive-in, Alliance, having 
bought out his brother, Sam’s interest. 
Caroline Stuman succeeds Al Schwartz as 
Paramount cashier. .. . Jimmy Ochs, young- 
est son of Herb Ochs who operates a chain 
of drive-ins in Canada, just out of the Ma- 
rines, will be married May 29 to Mary Kil- 
bane. 


COLUMBUS 


Lee Hofheimer is now associated with the 


Miles 


tres 


circuit of indoor and drive-in thea- 
Harry Schreiber, Jr., son of the 
RKO city manager, will be vice-president 
of the student body organization at Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology next year. 
Young Schreiber is now a junior and is 
president of his class Charles Sugar- 
man clocked 2,150 patrons in one day at 
the World during the current showing of 
Walt Disney’s “The Living Desert.” This 
was the largest single day’s crowd in the 
history of the 432-seat art house, 
Sugarman. , City Attorney Chalmers 
Wylie announced that the last legal hurdle 
has been climbed in preliminary details for 
construction of the city’s first parking 
garage. The 577-car garage will be erected 
on E. Long Street and will benefit down- 
town theatres. Present plans call for com- 
pletion early next year. Linden Air, 
East Main, North-Hi, Scioto Drive and 
West Broad drive-ins have reopened. ; 
Construction is to start June 1 on the $3,- 
500.000 Ohio State University 14,000-ca- 


said 


32 


pacity field house on the campus north of 
Ohio Stadium. Arena would be used for 
concerts, assemblies and civic events as well 
as sports.... J. C. Knight, of the Russell, 
has joined the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio. 


DENVER 

Arlie Beery, district representative of 
Manley, Inc., has been named to a six-man 
committee of Manley men to establish sales 
policies for the company. Another member 
of the committee is Herb Turpie, formerly 
of Denver, now division manager, with 
headquarters in Los Angeles. Mayer 
Monsky, Universal branch manager, is chair- 
man of the committee pushing the booking 
of “Price of Liberty,” a free short for the 
Army. Robert Hill, Columbia branch 
manager, is recovering nicely from a recent 
operation, but he will spend about a month 
in St. Anthony’s hospital before being sent 
home. . . . Dick Ivy has resigned as sales- 
man at Paramount and is succeeded by Wm. 
Peregrine, head booker. The latter’s job will 
be assumed by Louis Kolocheski, assistant, 
it has been announced. 


DES MOINES 


The South-East Fourteenth St. drive-in 
theatre in Des Moines, formerly the Des 
Moines drive-in, opened for the 
Feb. 25. It was one of the earliest 
ings on record for a drive-in in this area. 
Twenty-six local businessmen have 
agreed to sponsor movies at Brighton. The 
shows, to be at the Princess, will be on 
Saturday nights and will cost but 10 cents. 
; A remodeling program is under way 
at the Capitol in Clinton. Improvements 
include a new maple floor, stereophonic 
sound and CinemaScope screen. The 
Wapello at Wapello has been completely re- 
decorated and has reopened under the man- 
agement of Mrs. Mary Potter. The 
Commercial Club of Bonaparte has taken 
over the management of the local theatre 
for a six-month period. . . . The Winfield 
at Winfield has reopened under the owner- 
ship of E. J. Kramer of Burlington who 
recently bought the building and equipment 
from Mr. and Mrs. Dayle Allen... . An 
extensive remodeling job has been started 
at Universal Exchange in Des Moines. The 
entire office is to be redone, with manager 
Lou Levy’s office being moved to the rear 
of the building. A new front will be part 
of the job. Lucille Chicilli, veteran 
inspectress. died recently of a liver ailment. 
She had been employed most recently at 


Warners. 


DETROIT 

Irving Pollard has left the Republic thea- 
tre, Cleveland, to take a post as state sales- 
man for United Artists. ... U. A.’s How- 
ard Pearl, along with United Detroit’s Alice 
Gorham, has all the publicity folks wonder- 
ing how they managed to get so much news- 
paper space for “Top Banana.”. The 
Family drive-in, St. Johns, has been added 
to the Sun theatre in Portland as a Howard 
Kortes operation. Former owner, James 
Blackburn, will continue to operate the 
Starlite drive-in at Lansing. Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Busick were in from Durand 
shopping and booking. . George Wilson, 
Central Shipping, has named the new addi- 
tion Claudia Maureen. The lobby of 


season 
open- 


the Adams has been completety recarpeted, 
says manager Norman Meyers. ‘The 
Moon Is Blue” did another two day stand 
at the Huron in Pontiac. This, the third, 
followed closely the Detroit stage showing 
of the semi-censored film. 


HARTFORD 


Two new drive-in theatre projects have 
been announced for Connecticut. Groton 
Open Air Theatre, Inc., with J. Lawrence 
Peters of New London listed as president, 
has started construction of a 650-car drive- 
in, with completion date planned for late 
May. Anthony and John Perri of New 
Haven have received a building permit for 
construction of a drive-in theatre Branford, 
Conn... . Slated for a Mar. 18 opening was 
the newly-constructed 950-car Plainville 
(Conn.) drive-in, first outdoor unit on the 
seven-theatre Perakos Theatres Circuit... . 
Morris Keppner, partner, Burnside Theatre 
Corp., East Hartford, Conn., has been re- 
cuperating from surgery. Lou Cohen 
of Loew’s Poli, Hartford, and Mrs. Cohen 
have returned from Miami. Judge 
Charles S. House of Litchfield County 
(Conn.) Superior Court has granted a per- 
manent injunction restraining a Waterbury, 
Conn., group headed by theatre operator 
John D. Sirica from building a drive-in on 
Litchfield Rd., Watertown, Conn. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Neighborhood exhibitors here complained 
about radio warnings of a “possible’’ tor- 
nado early Friday night that deluged them 
with calls from anxious parents. It proved 
a false alarm. Patrons of four down- 
town South Bend theatres were left in the 
dark Friday when stagehands and _ projec- 
tionists shut down briefly. It was attributed 
to an overtime pay dispute... . The Allied 
Theatre Owners of Indiana have decided to 
change the locale of both their annual meet- 
ings. The spring convention will be held at 
the South Shore Hotel, Lake Wawasee, 
June 15-16, the big fall session at the 
Marott here Nov. 16-17. “The Glenn 
Miller Story” is playing a third week at 
the Indiana, despite mounting excitement 
over the state high school basketball tour- 
nament and a sharp cold wave. . . .“Rose 
Marie” will kick off MGM’s 30th anniver- 
sary celebration at Loew’s here the week of 
March 26. . Trueman Rembusch, Na- 
tional Allied director, returned from his 
Florida vacation Wednesday. 


JACKSONVILLE 
Horace Denning, head of the Florida divi- 
sion of Dixie Drive-Ins with offices at the 
local Atlantic drive-in, has scheduled for 
Miami and April regional meeting of the 
Motion Picture Exhibitors of Florida. He 
is president of the MPEOF. . . . Bob In- 
gram, Columbia division manager in At- 
lanta, and Paul Hargette, local branch man- 
ager, were back after a trip to New York 
George Bradley, Paramount booker, 
was a flu virus victim. Louis Pauza, 
Fox booker, and Miss Patricia Stevens were 
to marry on March 19... . Buford Styles, 
Universal branch manager, reported that 
“The Glenn Miller Story” has swamped his 
staff with welcome work. . . . When “Cease 
Fire” opened at the Palace, manager George 


(Continued on opposite page ) 
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Krevo had a radio announcer on stage in- 
terviewing Cpl. David Fortune, who was a 
prisoner of Chinese Reds for 31 months, 
and Capt. Helen Dunn, Army nurse who 
saw Korean war service. The Edge- 
wood theatre, managed by Hal Stanton, is 
to become the first second-run CinemaScope 
house in Florida when “The Robe” opens 
there March 31... . Jack Demestra, presi- 
dent of Southeastern Theatre Supply, came 
in from Atlanta. 


KANSAS CITY 


Theatre collections in the March of 
Dimes, sponsored by the Motion Picture 
Association of Greater Kansas City, in the 
four counties and 36 theatres around Kansas 
City, were more than $14,000. Senn Lawler, 
general campaign chairman for the drive in 
Jackson County, also handled executive de- 
tails of the theatre campaign. . . . Since the 
Kansas City, Mo., ordinance for review of 
motion pictures was declared unconstitu- 
tional, there has been no general tendency 
to introduce features that had been or might 
have been rejected, except for ‘““The Moon 
Is Blue,” which is running at the down- 
town (Fox Midwest) Esquire. James 
J. Long, one of Fox Midwest’s district 
managers, is going to vacation in Haiti... . 
The Claco drive-in reopened for the season 
March 12. Now operating are the Leawood 
(reopened March 5), the Heart, Boulevard 
and Shawnee. Most of them now are on 
full-time basis. . . .“Money from Home” is 
in its second week at the Paramount. 
“Julius Caesar” is in its ninth week at the 


Kimo. 


LOS ANGELES 

A surprise anniversary party to celebrate 
their parents’ 42nd year of marriage was 
tendered by son Ben and daughter Bernice 
for Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goldberg, the head 
of Film Transport Co. Dick McKay, 
booker for the Arizona-Paramount Thea- 
tres, has resigned. . . . Leon Selznick, man- 
ager of the Wiltern theatre, was forced to 
hand over nearly $1,000 in receipts to two 
armed bandits who made their escape. .. . 
After a long stay in Manhattan, Al O’Keefe, 
partner in the Gamble and O'Keefe circuit 
here, returned to Los Angeles. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Ackerman (he is with the East- 
side theatre in Detroit) were honeymoon- 
ing here... . Dorothy B. Bernhart has re- 
placed Alice Diaz as assistant to Harry 
Wallace in the advertising department of 
the United Artists circuit... . 1 After a year 
in Detroit, Max Schreiber has returned to 
Los Angeles to take up permanent residence. 
He plans to assist his father Alex in oper- 
ating the Paradise theatre in Westchester 
as well as several bowling alleys. . The 
National Theatre Supply is completely re- 
novating its office here. 


MEMPHIS 


Banned in Memphis, “French Line,” with 
Jane Russell, is setting new attendance rec- 
ords at Sunset drive-in, West Memphis, 
Ark., just across the river from Memphis. 
. . . Manager Watson Davis, Malco thea- 
tre, Memphis, announced Debra Paget and 
Jeffrey Hunter, Hollywood stars, and Leon- 
ard Goldstein, producer, would appear on 
the Malco stage March 26 when the film 
“The Siege of Red River,” opens there. 
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. Strand theatre, LePanto, Ark., has been 
sold by Strand Enterprises to W. C. Sump- 
ter... . Trumann Pratt, owner, has closed 
his Royal theatre at Light, Ark. . . . Frank 
Carter, former branch manager for Warner 
Bros., at Memphis and Atlanta, has opened 
his own paving company at Paris, Tenn. 

Lyle Richmond, owner of Richmond 
theatre, Senath, Mo., opened with “The 
Robe,” on his new CinemaScope installa- 
tion and a group of Memphis friends at- 
tended the opening. A baby daughter 
was born to R. W. Lane, National Thea- 
tre Supply Co., and Mrs. Lane. 


MIAMI 

Edward Heller, manager of the Regent, 
is very proud of the rapid growth of his 
son, Edward, born December 10, 1953, and 
reports at the present rate he will soon be 
big enough to be an assistant. Don 
Tilzer’s aide at Claughtons, Diana Tarpin, 
resigned to devote full time to her daughter, 
Loretta. Her place has been filled by Anita 
Cook. George West, manager of the 
Dade, reported very enthusiastic patron re- 
ception to a recent stage revue put on by 
the Mitzie and Marie Dance Studios. 
Marty Wucher, manager of the Town, had 
his girls answering phone calls with “Sadie 
Thompson is here” during the run of the 
picture and had many amusing comments 
on the procedure. . . . Bill Dock, public re- 
lations man of Florida State Theatres s. e. 
division, reported the Florida theatre of 
Miami won Ist place, in the state, for pro- 
motion on “Easy to Love.”. . “Lucky Me’”’ 
is due for a world premiere March 31 at 
the Beach, Paramount and Gables. 


MILWAUKEE 


Mr. I. Werthamer, branch manager ot 
the Paramount office here, announced that 
they will have a day of screenings March 
29 at the Varsity theatre. In the morning 
“Elephant Walk” will be screened; then 
luncheon at the Schroeder Hotel, followed 
by afternoon screenings of ‘About Mrs. 
Leslie” and “Knock on Wood.”. . . Prior to 
the opening of ‘“Beachhead,” March 17, at 
the Fox-Palace theatre here, Mr. 
manager, had Marine equipment on display 
in the lobby. On opening night a parade 
was held in front of the theatre. Sam 
Miller, owner of the Realto theatre in Glad- 
stone, Mich., was in town recently to do his 
buying and booking. He then returned to 
California where he lives. . . . Also in town 
was Charles Guelson, Badger theatre at 
Stoughton to do his booking. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Fire destroyed the unoccupied Isis thea- 
tre at Deadwood, S. D., and two adjoining 
buildings causing an estimated $50,000 dam 
age. Four prints of “Indiscretion ot 
an American Wife,” bound for the Columbia 
exchange, helped identify the wreck of a 
Western Airlines plane which crashed neat 
Wright, Wyoming. It was the film strung 
through the trees that helped searchers lo- 
cate the wreck. . . . Cinerama Corp. signed 
a three-to-five-year lease for the Century 
theatre. House now is being redecorated 
and equipped with new seats in preparation 
for the opening of “This Is Cinerama” 
about April 19... . Ev Lovlette, salesman 
for Columbia who has been ill in a Minot, 
N. D., hospital, is reported “much im- 


“ 


Boesel, 





proved.”. . . Darlene Putramant is the new 
stenographer at Warners. . .. Ben Berger, 
president of Berger Amusement Co and 
North Central Allied, is vacationing in 
Florida before attending the Variety Clubs 
International convention in Dallas 


NEW ORLEANS 


Swiss producer Lazar Wechsler was in 
town in the interest of his ‘Heidi,’ released 
by U.A. Maurice E. Barr, 
in charge of advertising, publicity and pub 
lic relations for Paramount Gulf, was in 
Washington, D. C. to urge tax repeal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cohen, local Lippert 
franchise holders, have completed plans to 
attend the company’s convention in Chicag 
Warner Bros.’ Herman Goldberg in charg 
of construction and superintendent of phys- 
ical property maintenance, was in town 


SC cretary 


Mrs. sertha Foster’s Port Sulphur, La 
theatre has been air-conditioned. Frank 
Smith, Smith Refrigeration sales and in 


stallations, Marrero, La. handled the job 

. George H. Goodwin reopened the Swan, 
Bastrop, La. and, according to indirect in 
formation, will operate on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday’s only... . The Pines drive-in, 
Homer, La. and 82 drive-in, Stamps, Ark., 
both Grady-Payne theatres, wers 


scheduled 
for reopening on March 19. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Oklahoma Tax Commission, reporting on 
the January tax receipts trom theatres 
shows 320 returns and $26,252.81 in tax, 
compared with 318 returns and $28,081.17 
in tax for January, 1952... .““Julius Caesar” 
is in its week at the Harbet 
tre and doing very nicely... . Barton Thea 
tres re-opened their drive-in theatres, March 
1. A special feature at the “77” drive-in was 
free bubble gum for the kiddies during 
opening week. “Gun Belt” and ‘The 
Fake” are now playing at the State thea 
tre. . “The Glenn Miller Story” is now 
in its second week at the Midwest theatre 
and drawing large crowds. Fire 
troyed the Strand theatre in downtown 
Wichita Falls, Texas, March 5. Theatre 
officials estimate the loss at between $100, 
000 and $150,000. Nobody was in the build 
ing at the time of the blaze. The theatre, 
originally in the Interstate chain, was sold 


second thea 


des 


last week to Trans-Texas 
The Omaha Centennial Committee tor 


warded a plaque to producer Darryl F 
Zanuck at the premiere of “Night People” 
at the Orpheum theatre. Mr. Zanuck, a 
Nebraska native, could not be present in 
person so the plaque was given to Broderick 
Crawford in Zanuck’s behalf Al Gard 


ner, former Warner and Universal sales 
man, has purchased the Manilla, [a., thea 
tre and is planning to install wide screen 
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Elmer Huhnke, Nebraska-lowa Allied 
treasurer, announced the units headquarters 
would be temporarily at 3025 Reed Street, 
Omaha, following a fire at Secretary Charles 
Jones’ theatre at Elma, Ia. Huhnke said 
duplicate records were kept and business 
would be carried on as usual. . . . Bob Stone, 
with the Cooper Foundation at the Stuart 
theatre in Lincoln, has become MGM pub- 
licist for the lowa-Nebraska territory with 
headquarters in Omaha. He replaces Art 
Katzen, who moved to the Memphis-New 
Orleans area. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Joe Novison left his post as district man- 
ager for the A. M. Ellis Theatres to re- 
turn to the insurance business with Mutual 
of Omaha... . The neighborhood Hamilton 
inaugurates an art policy for weekends with 
regular product in order the rest of the 
week. Earle W. Sweigert, Universal- 
International sales manager, became a 
grandfather recently when his daughter, 
Mrs. Howard D. Reinert, Jr., gave birth to 
a girl in Homestead, Pa. . . . The Shaver, 
Shavertown, Pa., closed. Bern Town- 
ship near Reading, Pa., reenacted its 10 per 
cent tax on amusement admissions, ... The 
Mahoning drive-in, Lehighton, Pa., is no 
longer being serviced by Allied Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Service here with James T. 
Humphries now doing the buying and book- 
ing. Benjamin Seligman resigned as 
assistant manager of the Stanley Warner 
Grand, Wilmington, Del., with house man- 
ager Vincent Olanin transferred to the cir- 
cuit’s Warner in West Chester, Pa. 


Ward Kreag, manager of the Colonial; John 


Scully, Jr., Rivoli, and Ivor Daum, Boyd, 
joined in helping the drive for the Sacred 
Heart Hospital in Allentown, Pa., where the 
theatres are located. Milan Todorov, 
former manager of the Uptown, Harrisburg, 
Pa., is now handling promotional advertis- 
ing for the Rialto and National in that city, 
and for the Paxtang, Paxtang, Pa 

Frank joined Tri-States Buying and Book- 
ing Service here which has just added the 
Morrisville drive-in, Morrisville, Pa., to its 
accounts. 


PITTSBURGH 


The talk of Film Row is still the hefty 
business being racked up by “The Glenn 
Miller Story” in its extended run in the 
Fulton. In its fourth week, the U-I picture 
took in $16,000, a healthy figure in the 
1,700-seat house Robert Anderson, late 
f the Cantor chain in Indianapolis, brought 
here by Stanley Warner to manage the 
Strand in Greensburg. Columbia sent 
Tahiti” and “Rogues of Red 
River” into 20 local and district houses on 
a first-run basis Loew’s Penn is bring- 
ing in a stage show during Easter to bolster 
its film then. The show will feature Vaughn 
Monroe and the Sauter-Finegan orchestra 
for the Penn’s first stage show since Johnny 
Ray last July 31... . Jimmy Boyle in town 
ahead of the Penn’s forthcoming “Julius 
Caesar.” 


PORTLAND 


Business is perking at all first run houses. 
Stan Smith, owner of the Irvington 
theatre, installed CinemaScope and stereo- 


“Drums of 


34 


phonic sound this week. This is the third 
neighborhood house to have the equipment. 
... Al Forman opened his chain of outdoor 
theatres this week. . .. The Tommy Moyer 
circuit did the same. . . . Orville Goodrich 
has installed wide screen equipment in his 
Roseway theatre. William Thedford, 
Evergreen vice-president, in town to meet 
with Oregon district manager, Russ Brown. 
... Dick Edge in town from Sweet Home 
to confer with Jesse Jones’ general man- 
ager, Keith Petzold. ... Harry Lewis, Na- 
tional Screen Service, has returned to his 
desk after his first visit to eastern Oregon. 
... Evergreen’s Fox theatre set to be opened 
June 1. 


PROVIDENCE 


“Hell and High Water,” which had its 
New England premiere at the Majestic, 
held for a second week. . . . Loew’s State 
held “Knights of the Round Table” for a 
second week. . . . “The Living Desert,” Walt 
Disney’s first feature length True Life ad- 
venture, held for a second week at the Avon 
Cinema, .. . “Pinocchio,” doing near-record 
business, held for three weeks at the RKO 
Albee. . . . Both “The Moon Is Blue” at the 
Metropolitan, and “Money From Home” at 
the Strand, held for the second week. . . 
The Uptown, neighborhood house in the 
Federal Hill section, recently announced a 
‘Currier and Ives’ dinnerware promotion. 
... A new, full stage-size panoramic screen 
has been installed in the Elmwood theatre, 
neighborhood house, in the section bearing 
that name. Edward M. Fay, dean of 
Rhode Island showmen, was recently hon- 
ored by the R. I. State Department of Jew- 
ish War Veterans, when Governor Dennis 
J. Roberts presented him with a ‘Good Citi- 
zenship’ Award. Fay is an official of the 
C. & F. Theatres. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Roy Cooper is reported taking over Uni- 
corn Theatres from Carleton Hunt. They 
consist of the State, the Alta and the Mid- 
way drive-in at Dinuba. He has also pur- 
chased an interest in Westside Theatres of 
which L. S. Hamm is president. Cooper will 
book for all houses. . . . The Arch Booking 
Service has been assigned the account of the 
Exeter at Exeter by owner Edna Gurnette.... 
H. C. Tuttle, owner, Round Mountain thea- 
tre, Covelo, turned booking and buying for 
the house over to Hannah Oppie. . . . The 
Auburn drive-in, Auburn, formerly handled 
by Ed Rowden, went under General Thea- 
trical administration, March 5... . Charles 
Holtz, owner of the Colonial and Sequoia, 
Sacramento has announced he will handle 
his own booking and buying in the future. 
Carter Ashley closed the Biola, Biola 
because of slow business Charles M. 
Pincus, district manager, Blumenfeld Thea- 
tres, Stockton, has been requested by the 
Chamber of Commerce there to serve for a 
second term on the publicity and promotion 
committee. ... Walter D. Stevens, manager, 
Fox State, Stockton, resigned to manage 
the Midway drive-in at Reno, Nevada. 


TORONTO 


Veteran of 23 years in the film business, 
Fred Leavitt has been named manager of 
Western Drive-in Theatres’ Chinook, near 
Calgary. He had formerly supervised the 


company’s Green Acres drive-in in Leth- 
bridge and was transferred when it was 
sold to A. W. Shackleford and Famous 
Players. . . . Screening of “New Faces,” 
20th Century-Fox release at the Eglinton 
for the censor board, provided an oppor- 
tunity for Sam Glasier of the distributing 
company to invite members of the press and 
disc jockeys. The censor board does not 
have CinemaScope equipment, so that the 
Eglinton equipment was used to display the 
film for their perusal. . . . Loss of customers 
to other shopping centres is prompting local 
businessmen of Hartland, N. B., to encour- 
age B&L theatres to keep open the Capitol. 
The theatre may close if taxes aren’t low- 
ered and indifference of the local population 
is not overcome. Montreal film scene 
recently had a void created in it with the 
passing of trade paper reporter Roy Car- 
michael. Born in Scotland, he came to 
Canada in 1906 and at the time of his death 
was a free-lance writer. 


VANCOUVER 


Agreement just 15 minutes before an 
11 a.m. strike deadline averted a shutdown 
of 23 Famous Players theatres in British 
Columbia (16 of them in the Greater Van- 
couver area). Under the agreement, projec- 
tionists get a 25-cent hourly hike in pay. 
It is understood the 25¢ increase will be 
used to set up a union-sponsored welfare 
fund. Gordon Lightstone, Paramount 
general manager and Clare Appel, a director 
of Canadian Motion Picture Distributors, 
were Vancouver visitors. . . . Cect! Hughes, 
manager of the Civic, Nelson, B. C., who 
started in show business at Fort MacLeod, 
Alta., in 1928, is a new member of Canadian 
Picture Pioneers. It was announced in 
the Legislature that television is one of the 
main reasons the amusement tax will be 
reduced from 17% to 15 per cent. The 
reduction will affect provincial revenues to 
a total of $335,000 in the coming year. 


WASHINGTON 

The motion picture theatre committee 
raised $27,978.73 for the March of Dimes 
through sponsored events. Bill Karras, 
formerly with Stanley Warner, has joined 
the K. B. Circuit... . To attend the Variety 
Clubs International Convention at Dallas, 
Texas on March 22-25, are the following 
Tent. No. 11 members: chief barker and 
Mrs. Jack Fruchtman; delegate Jake Flax; 
delegate Nathan D. Golden, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis Storty. Fruchtman will repre- 
sent Tent No. 11 as international canvas 
Allied Artists will move its offices 
Jersey Avenue, former Uni 
versal headquarters. Mrs. William 
Hoyle, wife of the District Theatres pub- 
licity director, is convalescing after surgery. 
‘ The Branch drive-in, in Clinton, Md 
which had been running weekends through 

the winter, went on a seven-day basis. 
Sam Galanty, mideast division manager for 
Columbia Pictures, has returned from his 
Florida vacation looking tanned and fit... . 
Newest name approved by the Variety Club 
membership committee is John Benson, 
salesman at Universal. The Morton 
Gerbers have named their new son Marc 
David. Gerber is president of District Thea- 
tres. Stanley Warner’s Metropolitan 
Theatre will have a new marquee, renovated 

lobby, new lights, seats and carpeting. 
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Columbia 


FLAME OF CALCUTTA: Denise Darcel, Patric 
Knowles—Doubled with $130 in the bank to lure in 
SRO business. Thank heavens I had a cartoon, comedy 
and news reel too, as this is a, weakling in the act- 
ing-directing department, and a few mentioned it to 
me. However, there were no real gripes and it gave 
them more entertainment than they pay for here. 
They’ll be calling me “Quarter House Walker” again 
next week, for one of our good customers traded 
bank accounts with me and it will only be twenty 
bucks next aweek. Played Wednesday, Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 24, 25.—Bob Walker, Uintah Theatre, Fruita, 
Colo. 


GOLDTOWN GHOST RIDERS: Gene Autry, Gail 
Davis—This series with Burnette is going over better 
than last year’s Autrys. Hope 7. company keeps 
Burnette busy making westerns.—S. T. Jackson, Jack- 
son Theatre, Flomaton, Ala. 


LET’S DO IT AGAIN: I’m sure I speak for a lot 
of well satisfied ticket buyers when I say Columbia 
can do it again like this any time they want to. With 
$120 on the marquee and a lot of plugging on the 
feature, we did top midweek business. Never realized 
Wyman had so much of everything else besides acting 
ability until she turned on the glamour in this one. 
There won’t be any better comedies on the list for 
many a moon, so if you haven’t thought of doing 
“Let’s Do It Again,” you’d better give Columbia a 
date on this patron-puller. Played Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, February 17, 18.—Bob Walker, Uintah Theatre, 
Fruita, Colo. 


SAVAGE MUTINY: Johnny Weissmuller—Average 
for the series. The youngsters and the majority of 
the farmers still are “Jungle Jim” fans, so doubled 
with “Atomic City” (Para.) made this an atomic 
charged program that did average Friday-Saturday 
business.—Bob Walker, Uintah Theatre, Fruita, Colo. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


ALL THE BROTHERS WERE VALIANT: Robert 
Taylor, Ann Blyth—Seldom has Metro had a better 
adventure epic than this. We were proud to stand 
at the door and drink in the praises of our show 
shoppers. Had a good solid Sunday, an above average 
Monday, and then for no reason at all, Tuesday 
went down to nothing, so we ended up with this 
one costing a bit more than it should to give us 
a profit. It certainly deserves a date, but our ad- 
vertising could not overcome the apathy of many 
farmers toward sea stories here. Played a7 es Mon- 
day, Tuesday, January 31, February 1, 2.—Bob 
Walker, Uintah Theatre, Fruita, Colo. 


BATTLE CIRCUS: Humphrey Bogart, June Ally- 
son—Did better than average. However, our profit 
was only $2.00. If you can buy in the lower bracket, 
you may come out O. K.—our rental was too high. 
Played on Friday and Saturday.—Bill Brooks, Liberty 
Theatre, Hailey, Idaho. 


ESCAPE FROM FORT BRAVO: William Holden, 
Eleanor Parker—If you haven’t used this but have it 
bought, try to see it first. It has too many exploita- 
tion possibilities to run blind as I did. I think that a 
poll of our audience would concur in my belief that 
here is the best cavalry-Indian feature in years. The 
scenery and photography should get it a nod when 
the brass idols are being distributed. The arrow bar- 
rage never has been equalled in anything on our screen 
for holding an audience tense. Thanks, Metro, for a 
big one for the rural situations. We did nice business. 
Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, February 
Bob Walker, Uintah Theatre, Fruita, Colo. 


LILI: Leslie Caron, Mel Ferrer—One of the best pic 
tures I’ve seen in a long while, but my business was 
no good. Title was against it for this small town.—S 
T. Jackson, Jackson Theatre, Flomaton, Ala. 


TAKE THE HIGH GROUND: Richard Widmark, 


Karl Malden—Even if war is Hell in your auditorium, 
don’t let this title spook you. Play up the fact that 
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. . . the original exhibitors’ reports department, established October 14, 1916. 


la it 


theatremen serve one another with information about the box office performance of 
product—providing a service of the exhibitor for the exhibitor. ADDRESS REPORTS 
What the Picture Did for Me, Motion Picture Herald, Rockefeller Center, New York 20. 


it’s not a war picture and give Ft. Bliss plenty of 
push, as its graduates are numerous in all localities 
You’ll bask in the praises of your pleased patrons 
while you manage to slip a little extra mortgage pay- 
ment money in your bank account. We didn’t make 
a killing, but Metro gave it the right allocation, so 
we ended up O. K. Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 
February 14, 15, 16—Bob Walker, Uintah Theatre, 
Fruita, Colo. 


TORCH SONG: Joan Crawford, Michael Wilding— 
If you use this, don’t accept the trailer, as there is no 
sense paying for something to keep folks away. After 
the trailer, I figured I had the “turkey” of the year, 
and too late I found everyone who saw the trailer felt 
likewise. Didn’t get back expenses, but the few who 
saw the feature seemed to like it and panned the 
trailer for nearly scaring them out.—Bob Walker, 
Uintah Theatre, Fruita, Col 


Paramount 


ATOMIC CITY, THE: Michael Moore, Nancy Gates 

It’s everything the rest of you have said it was. 
For those who haven't played this oldie, it certainly 
is worth going back for. We doubled with “Sav age 
Mutiny” (Col.) to average business for a change and 
fine compliments from those who took a chance.--Bob 
Walker, Uintah Theatre, Fruita, Colo. 


CADDY, THE: Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, Donna 
Reed—Played this one late through no fault of mine 
Paramount always makes me play these late. Did 
average business both nights. I thought this one was 
just an average comedy. Rental too high. Played 
Sunday, Monday, February 28, March 1.— James 
Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


CEASE FIRE: Korean War—A very good, down-to- 
earth story with lots of action and sufficient comedy to 
make it most entertaining. ee Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, February 25, 26, 27.—Ken Gorham, Town 
Hall Theatre, Middlebury, Vt. 

Joan_ Fontaine, Jack Pal- 


FLIGHT TO TANGIER: 
ance—This was fair only. Jack Palance is O. K. but 
not strong enough here for lead role. Several people 
told me this picture was so confusing they never could 
tell what it was all about. Played Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, February 17, 18.—S. T. Jackson, Jackson Theatre, 
Flomaton, Ala. 


JAMAICA RUN: Ray Milland, Arlene Dahl—Played 
this on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and our loss was 
rather heavy. Should have used it on a Friday-Satur- 
day date. So far Paramount has bent over backwards 
ee “ng us out.—Bill Brooks, Liberty Theatre, Hailey, 
dano, 


JUMPING JACKS: Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis—By 
using them on ‘“Money-in-the- Bank’ nights, I man- 
aged to get out a crowd to see these “‘screwballs,”’ and 
if there was anyone who didn’t enjoy this, I didn’t 
meet them. When the customers loosen all the seats 
laughing at this team, I can’t understand why we must 
fight so hard to get them out to see them. Played 
Wednesday, Thursday, February 10, 11.—Bob Walker, 
Uintah Theatre, Fruita, Colo 


LITTLE BOY LOST: | Crosby, Claude Dauphin 

Good! Brought out several people who haven’t been 
here in months. 7 Jackson Theatre, 
Flomaton, Ala. 


OFF LIMITS: Bob Hope, Mickey Rooney—This 
team, doubled with a hundred dollars in the bank, was 
too irresistible for our farm friends and we enjoyed 
mighty comfortable business at the pay window. It 
gave everyone a “howlarious” night out. Played 
Wednesday, Thursday, February 3, 4.—Bob Walker 
Uintah Theatre, Fruita, Colo. 


Jackson, 


Twentieth Century-Fox 


GIRL NEXT DOOR, THE: June Haver, Dan Daik 

-This went in the red but Fox came to our rescue 
and we didn’t have to use any red ink. It should hold 
its own.—Bill Brooks, Liberty The itre, Hailey, Idaho. 


I DON’T CARE GIRL, THE: Mitzi Gaynor, David 
Wayne—This should hold its own but went in the red 
for us. Fox came to our rescue, so we didn’t have to 
take a loss.—Bill Brooks, Liberty Theatre, Hailey 
Idaho. 


INFERNO: Robert Ryan, Rhonda Fleming—One of 
their better pictures of the very few they are making 
NOT in CinemaScope. Played Friday, Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 12, 13.--Ken Gorham, Town Hall Theatre, Mid 
dlebury, Vt. 


MISTER SCOUTMASTER: Clifton Webb, Edmund 
Gwenn—An excellent come-on from Fox. Tie it in 
= your local Boy Scouts and it will go over well 
George “Foghorn” Winslow stole the picture. Played 
Sunday, Monday, February 7, 8.—James Hardy, Shoals 
Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


TITANIC: Clifton Webb, Barbara Stanwyck—This 
one will appeal to the older people who remember this 
disaster—a very good portrayal. Play it. Did average 
business both nights. Played Sunday, Monday, Feb 
ruary 21, 22.—James Hardy, Shoals Theatres, Shoals. 
Ind 


United Artists 


GUN BELT: 
Pretty good western. 
S. T. Jackson, Jackson Theatre, 


RIDERS TO THE STARS: Richard Carlson, Her 
bert Marshall—My patrons will not come out 
this type picture, no matter how good it is. This one 
is good, with very good cast. Played Friday, Febru 
iry 19.—S. T. Jackson, Jackson Theatre, Flomaton, Ala 


George Montgomery, Tab Hunter 
One good point—no Indians! 
Flomaton, Ala. 


to see 


Universal 
ALL I DESIRE: 


son—If your patrons 
please them. Excellent cast. 
saw it. Play it—good for any 
crowd both nights. Played Tuesday, 
ruary 23, 24.—James Hardy, Shoals 
Ind. 


BACK TO GOD’S COUNTRY: Rock Hudso1 
Steve Cochran—Play this one, by all means. Beautiful 
color and scenery. Was liked by all who saw it. I 
think Universal has the best in outdoor pictures 
Everyone has read the book—you can’t miss on this 
one. Played Friday, Saturday, February 26, 27 
James Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind 


CITY BENEATH THE SEA: Robert Ryan, Mala 
Powers—Universal had the title, cast and color to 
come up with something worthwhile, but someone ir 
the story department hit the wrong keys and they 
ended up with just a slightly better than average pro 
grammer. Too much water kept the dust lovers away 
(they want a galloper every Friday night) and lured 
in too few occasional-comers. Universal loved it more 
than Fruitaites, so I’d have been money ahead to 
have taken in a good movie somewhere these nights 
and let my projectors have a rest. Played Friday 
Saturday, 19 J The: 


Barbara Stanwyck, Richard Carl 
like dramatics, this one will 
Well liked by those wh« 
situation Average 
Wednesday, Feb 
Theatre, Shoals, 


ebruary 19, 20.—Bob Walker, Uintal 
tre, Fruita, Cole 





WEEKLY Report 


. . » supplementing the 
department of special 
articles and market news 
published every fourth 
week, adjoining the Man- 
agers Round Table except 
when bound into the 
Spring and Fall Buyers 
Numbers, and the annual 
Market Guide Edition, of 
Better Theatres. 





MANAGERS TO RECEIVE AWARDS 


Recognition Will Be Given for 
Use of Better Refreshment 
Merchandising Methods 


Special Merit Awards will be given by 
Motion Picture HERALp in nation-wide 
recognition of ideas and achievements in bet- 
ter refreshment merchandising at theatres. 

Details are set forth later in this an- 
nouncement, but readers also will be inter- 
ested in the reasons behind this part of the 
Better Refreshment Merchandising plan. 

In this department’s most recent study of 
the field, throughout the United States and 
Canada, it was apparent that theatre oper- 
ators are becoming increasingly aware of 
the importance and possibilities of greater 
refreshment sales. A considerable number 
of the theatre managers, through their keen 
interest in developing that part of the thea- 
tre’s income, have conceived or caused to be 
put into effect valuable ideas for better re- 
freshment merchandising. In many 
the difference in sales results has been star- 
tling to those who had been obtaining “rou- 
tine” results from “routine” methods which 
had remained virtually unchanged for a dec- 
ade or more. In all cases where more attrac- 
tive presentation and better merchandising 
were introduced, sales have grown larger and 
continued to improve. That which attracts 
the public, and then adds to its pleasure, 
causes most people to want to come back for 
more. Soon, it becomes part of the pleasure 
of attending the theatre. And that is of 
benefit to the entire industry ! 

The latter is an important point which 
may not have occurred to many who have 
not thought of the refreshment department 
as part of the attraction of going to the 
movies instead of sitting home with TV. 
Yet it has been basically understood by 
amusement park operators and many others 
that refreshment service and entertainment 
combine in attracting and satisfying the pub- 
lic. How can we fail to realize that nearly 
everybody enjoys partaking of refreshment 
when it is made attractive to them? And 
enjoyment is the reason for theatregoing. 

The most successful drive-in theatres were 
those which were quick to realize that de- 


cases 
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velopment of the refreshment department 
helps to cause people to attend. It is no 
coincidence also that the most progressive 
(and financially successful) indoor theatres 
have modernized their refreshment stands 
and improved both the scope and the appeal 
of their refreshment items. 

The point for the motion picture industry 
to realize properly is that better refreshment 
presentation and merchandising is an im- 
portant factor in theatre business-building— 
besides the more obvious fact that in its own 
returns it helps to solidify the theatre’s finan- 
cial condition and, incidentally, keeps it 
better able to withstand times of inclement 
weather or comparatively week rictures. 

The fear which has sometimes been ex- 
pressed, to the effect that attention to mer- 


chandising refreshments diverts time and 
effort which would otherwise be accorded to 
merchandising pictures, is of course ground- 
less. As a matter of fact, we are finding 
more and more evidence of atmospheric 
ideas being used to tie-in with, and help to 
exploit, coming features—at the refreshment 
stand. That again shows that the two de- 
partments combine in business-building. 


The Special Merit Awards 


The method of selecting the winners of 
the BRM Awards will be basically similar 
to the plan followed so successfully for the 
Quigley Awards for Showmanship. 

The object is to accord recognition to 

(Continued on page 42) 


Theatre Sales Champions 


.. . best-selling candies and soft drinks 
at American theatres named in survey. 


@ Which are the brand names now in the “‘best- 


seller” class . . 


. How many of the previous favor- 


ites have stayed in that class? . . . Which brands 
have now reached sufficient popularity to rate that distinction? ... 
What were notable changes in stocking of brands during past year? 


The answers to these and other significant 
questions have been supplied by the people 
who order and re-order for indoor and drive- 
in theatres throughout the nation—the own- 
ers or managers of individually operated 
as well as the concession supply 
The results 
refreshment 


theatres 
buyers for circuits of all sizes. 
of the sixth annual theatre 
survey (a service originated by Motion 
PicTtuRE HERALD) are now being prepared 
for announcement 

While each theatre or circuit knows 
which are its own best-sellers, all theatre 
operators realize the advantages of co-oper- 
ating in this HERALD survey. In the course 
of a year there is considerable experiment- 
ing in the stocking of brands at many thea- 
tres. Brands selected for testing vary among 


thousands of theatres. New winners are 
well known to some theatres, but are not 
familiar to others. 

No less than 156 brands were reported 
specifically as “best-sellers” at individual 
theatres or circuits in this survey. However, 
only those brands which are so reported in a 
sufficiently representative number of situa- 
tions are rated as “best-sellers” in the sur- 
vey report and are entitled to the use of the 
“Theatre Sales Champion” shield for this 
year. 

Highly significant in the findings of this 
year’s survey is the fact that many theatres 
are offering to the public a much greater 
variety of brands than ever before, and are 
enjoying a greater volume of refreshment 


(Continued on page 42) 
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An International Association 


History Repeats 


OOKING back through the files of the 
L Round Table, 25 years ago, we were 
interested in the news headlines ad- 
jacent to our showmanship pages. In 1929, 
they proclaimed, in a banner line across the 
page, “The Big Screen—Next Development 
to Find Application in the Theatre.” Many 
companies were perfecting methods to pho- 
tograph scenes at least double the width of 
the current standard. 


Last week, in Florida, we did a lot of 
visiting with Lee Z. Henry, who owns and 
operates the Home theatre, in Zephyrhills. 
He has the memory of an elephant, and the 
evidence to prove what he says, in his files. 
He told us some tales that reflect immedi- 
ately in the discussion of today’s problems, 
to prove that we can profit by our old ex- 
perience, and be guided along what may 
appear to be new trails, but the Indian signs 
are clearly visible to Scouts who have learned 
their lessons in the hard school. 

Twenty-six years ago, Lee installed sound 
in one of his early theatres, in Iowa. It was 
Vitaphone, on records, and you all know, 
now, that he guessed wrong, along with a 
lot of others, about the future of this process. 
He invested $3,500 in his first talking picture 
apparatus, and it was practically a total loss, 
which had to be replaced with sound-on-film. 
He booked “Alias Jimmy Valentine’—al- 
though that picture only had sound on the 
last two reels! 

He originally booked this attraction at 
$70 rental, which was twice his usual flat 
rental of $35, but the contract was later 
withdrawn by the distributors, while they 
jacked up the price to $350, plus percentage. 
The picture grossed $600 which was beyond 
description as a record breaker, but with no 
profit to the theatre. You can see how his- 
tory repeats in prices and processes, even 
unto new dimensions and another generation 
in film industry. 26 years ago, he paid $3.50 
for a silent short film, but he paid $35 for 
a two-reel Vitaphone short of Phil Spi- 
talny’s band. The same thing applies today, 
with different names and dates. 


of Motion Picture Showmen—Walter Brooks, Director 


the Story of the New Pevices 





PHANTOM PARTNER 

That's a two-word summation of the 
advertising theme in COMPO's second 
appeal to the press, appearing last week 
in Editor & Publisher. It explains how it is 
that Uncle Sam has been a phantom part- 


ner in the operation of neighborhood thea- 
tres, taking 20%, of the cream off the top, 


as admission taxes, and why this makes the - 


difference between profit and loss, between 
success and failure in a business that has a 
definite price ceiling at the box office. 

It tellls why the national average price 
of admission to movie theatres has in- 
creased only about 11%, in recent years, 
as compared with increases two and three 
times greater in other lines. No com- 
modity is as sensitive to even a penny 
increase in price as a movie ticket. Oper- 
ating costs are soaring and gross income 
held in a vise—in the face of tax-free, 
admission-free television. COMPO tells 
the story well, and the reaction should be 
impressive, from friendly newspapers. 

We are reminded of a situation where 
we recently visited—a small town theatre 
with an average gross under $30,000 a year, 
which pays just about $6,000 a year in 
taxes, and leaves the owner with some- 
thing less than the amount of the tax 
money as his take-home pay, for his finan- 
cial investment, his entire time and effort, 
and a lifetime of experience. He is a loyal 
booster of the local business clubs—and 
pays an employed staff of five persons 
besides himself. 





The lesson to be learned is that we always 
move forward. He who does not advance, re- 
cedes. Read up your history, recall your ex- 
perience and that of others, remember that 
new things are not immediately disclosed in 
finished form, and that perfection comes to 
processes through usage, along with price- 
fixing and evaluation. 
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@ PARAMOUNT is putting out a 
kind of release, to help relieve the product 
shortage for theatres that have grown ac- 
customed to double bills. These are three 
reelers, which run 27 minutes, and can be 
billed as a second feature in many situations. 
Oscar Morgan, Paramount’s short subject 
sales manager, reports that there is already 
a heavy demand for the pictures, and that 
first-run houses are asking bookings. 

We've always thought there should be 
three-reel, 27-minute releases for theatres, 
which have been cleared for both television 
and theatre use, in this new market that 
obtains today. It has long been proven that 
nobody in particular cares a whoop whether 
a film subject has been seen prior or sub- 
sequently, insofar as further use on either 
TV or in theatres is concerned. In fact, 
there’s a Jot to think over, when you con- 
sider what the reaction would be for any 


new 


fc yr 


who saw the same issue, on the comparative 
Such a contrast could be all in 
favor of the theatre, and the combination 
would go iar towards proving that television 
is first cousin in our industry. 


screens. 


MN 


q A GOOD SHOWMAN, well known 
in these meetings, tells a good story, in 
which he'd rather remain anonymous. It 
seems he just played a picture, on a circuit 
booking, and the deal had been to follow a 
set pattern in which the producer would pay 
part of the cost. Somehow, our Round Table 
member did not get the prepared campaign, 
nor the instructions with regard to the deal, 
so he rolled his own, as was his usual prac 
tice. Then, he wired his gross figure to the 
home office in code, also according to rule. 
The home office called up, long distance, to 
ask him if he hadn’t made a mistake in the 
code figure, but he hadn’t. They just couldn’t 
believe his theatre was so far ahead of all 
the others, who followed instructions. It was 
just the difference between a cut-and-dried 
campaign and the advantage in giving a 
good showman a chance.—Walter Brooks 





BALLY BRIGADE in action on Broadway. A 


we é oe 
It's *°“Top Banana Se ope niet sa te wa 


toured the Times Square area to spotlight the 
opening at the Victoria theatre. 


From Coast 
To Coast 


LIVELY STUNTS, these ballyhoo 
ideas for the new United Artists 
picture, opening in New York and 
California. Never mind what the 
title means, except to suggest this 
colorful handling. 


MONSTER lobby picture of Phil Silvers 
f UA's "Top Banana", is fed ballyhoo 
illing crew of cute gals, who 


ignment, on Broadway 


THE REAL Phil 
Silvers seizes a 
chance to take 
a bow, and a 


SILVERS banana. 
_ oqo? Bananh ’ 


MONKEY business 
with Phil Silvers playing 
traight to the chimp, 

ho also likes bananas. 


Bill Roberts, mana 
yer of the Los Angele 
theatre, had a stilt 
walker dressed as Phi 
Silvers, and more pretty 
girls, who handed out 
ballyhoo banana bal- 
loons, to advertise the 
picture. 
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ROUND TABLE IN FLORIDA 


Tre new techniques are sweeping 
Florida like a tidal wave, with Cinema- 
Scope riding the crest—and the result 

is good, for the motion picture, for the pub- 
lic interest and for the theatre manager. We 
were surprised to find practically every the- 
atre, both large and small, aboard the band 
wagon, and profiting by the ride. 

We were on the West Coast this year, 
making headquarters ina little town, Zephyr- 
hills, 25 miles from Tampa. Our friend Lee 
Z. Henry is the owner-manager of the Home 
theatre in Zephyrhills, and he has his own 
wide screen, in line with theory and practice 
that he has acquired through a lifetime in 
film business. The Home theatre seats 520, 
and the new screen fills the house, the eye 
and the imagination. The whole installation 
cost Lee just under $1,000 and we consider 
it a perfect solution to the problem. The 
result is brilliant and satisfying. 


Small Town Has the Best 


Lee bought a seamless Williams screen, 
which was installed for $520 at $1.50 per 
square foot. He bought two fast lenses which 
were ground to order, and cost $400 for the 
pair. And he had two cast aluminum aper- 
ture plates made to his order in Tampa, to 
project a picture in the new ratio, with 
screen surface enough left over for Cinema- 
Scope, when and if he wants it. Right now, 
he, and his audience, are well satisfied with 
the new dimensions, without the necessity 


of stereophonic sound. In the past year, 400 


television sets have been installed in this 
town of less than 3,000 population, but he 
says his business is “off” no more than about 
$10 a week as compared with a year ago, 
before TV. It’s the new screen that turns 
the trick. We got a kick out of the slogan 
he prints on his monthly program—‘Enjoy 
the Best in Entertainment in Warm Com- 
fort’—and this is Florida, yet! But it’s 
c-o-l-d at night, even though it’s August in 
the afternoon. The Home theatre has good 
air-conditioning equipment available when 
it’s time. to shut down the furnace and 
change the slogan to fit the season. 


Twin Cities on the Gulf 


We went down to Tampa and St. Peters- 
burg, where Florida State Theatres are 
mostly in command of the situation. The 
Palace in Tampa is the newest house, with 
CinemaScope. Walter B. Lloyd is city man- 
ager, with his office at the Tampa theatre. 
No complaint about business, nor weather, 
nor anything, in this quarter. In St. Peters- 
burg, twin city of comparatively equal size 
across Tampa Bay, Frank H. Bell is dis- 
trict manager, at the La Plaza theatre, but 
the La Plaza is closed. It took a little ques- 
tioning to find out the reason for this clos- 
ing—but we were told this old theatre had 
been condemned, and had been closed for 
tax purposes, rather than poor business. 

Then, on another day, we drove to Clear- 
water to see the fine, new Carib theatre, 


ha ong 


The Florida Theatre, Jacksonville, flag-ship 
of the Florida State chain, where Leon 
Netter, president, Lou Finske, Howard Pet- 
tengill and others of the executive staff, 
make their headquarters. That cut-out o? 
Marilyn Monroe sitting atop the marquee is 
animated to attract attention to the current 
CinemaScope feature, and her voice comes 
over a concealed speaker. 


operated by Carl Floyd, with Billy Wilson 
as resident manager, and Harold Spears, 
USMC, as assistant manager. This wonder- 
ful new property was fully described in the 
last issue of “Better Theatres,” for March. 
Seldom have we seen a more satisfying 
new theatre than the Carib. It’s beauti- 
ful—it’s a complete development within it- 
self, with stores and a parking lot, and 
worth every cent of the $400,000 that was 
spent to build it. Oi course, they have 
CinemaScope, and Derward Griffin, proudly 
showing his equipment, says he not only 
likes stereophonic sound, but prefers it. We 
got in Clearwater too early in the day to 
see a picture on the screen, but Harold 
Spears showed us every detail. He’s the type 
of assistant manager who will go places in 
this business. He has everything that good 
managers are made of. 

From Clearwater we went to a smaller 
town, Tarpon Springs, one of our favorite 
places in Florida. The Tarpon is another 
Carl Floyd theatre, but Tarpon Springs de- 
serves a better house. We commend the 
matter for the attention of Spyros Skouras, 
who should be a partner in the operation of 
a new house in this colorful and celebrated 
Greek community on the Gulf Coast. We 
missed Ted Munson at Tarpon Springs, 
since he had been transferred down state, 
but we remember the excitement he stirred 
up with special editions of the local news- 
paper, when “Beneath the Twelve Mile 
Reef” was filmed in the sponge fishing 
grounds which are operated by the local 
Greek colony. The picture hasn’t yet played 
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Tarpon Springs, and that’s too bad. Dade 
City, on the way back, has another Carl 
lloyd theatre, and a good one, with Johnny 
Jones as manager. Carl Floyd is another old 
ilm salesman who brings his experience and 
skill into theatre management. He is a 
shrewd film buyer and a good operator, who 
pride in running a theatre. 
Johnny Jones took us to see his machine 
shop, at home, where he builds projection 
equipment as an avocation. Johnny is an 
old-timer with plenty of reminiscences of 
other days, All the Carl Floyd theatres we 
visited were equipped with panoramic screens 
or CinemaScope. 


takes Foe dd 


Florida Playing “Legit” 


The night we were in Jacksonville, the 
llorida was playing the road company of 
“South Pacific’ — with admission prices 
scaled up to $4.95 in the orchestra. And it 
was quite obvious that Floridians won’t pay 
these prices, but we didn’t observe any of 
the Florida State Theatre’s executive staff 
weeping tears on the occasion. Prying into 
the matter, we found that the deal was a 
straight rental, and the amount of the gross 
interesting only to the road company. 

Sitting with Howar:’ Pettengill in a near- 
by retreat, under dim lights and with fre- 
quent service, where confidences can be ex- 
changed, we were convinced that business 
was uniformly good, that Florida State had 
lost some managers and hired some others, 
and that French Harvey, who won a special 
cash award in the recent Lou Finske show- 
manship drive for his spectacular exploita- 
tion at the Howell theatre, in Palatka, also 
won a substantial promotion, and is now city 
manager at Daytona Beach, a nice assign 
ment. Allen Armstrong succeeds him in 
Palatka, thus making possible new contests 
for the future. Fred Lee, first prize win- 
ner, is city manager in Hollywood, Flor 
ida and won a trip to Hollywood from 
Hollywood as his award. Walter Colby, sec- 
ond prize winner, is city manager in St. 
Augustine, and Robert Battin, third prize 
winner, is manager of the deluxe Beach the 
atre, at Miami Beach. 


News Report Coming Up 


Howard Pettengill tells us Florida State 
managers are scheduled to have a meeting 
at Orlando, which he promises to report fo1 
these pages, with a picture to show who was 
present, to illustrate ‘‘Showmen in Action.” 
Florida State Theatres have things well in 
hand, and they report good business for the 
usual reason—they work hard to make it 
good, and take the rewards of their efforts 
as properly earned dividends for good show 
manship. And good men can go a long ways 
with this well-run circuit. We were glad to 
see our old friend, Bob Heekin, who is a 
triple-threat in management. He is now a 
district manager, a city manager and resi- 
dent manager of the flag-ship Florida the- 
atre, in Jacksonville. —W.B. 
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SHOWMEN IN ACTION 





Marty loster’s Guild Theatre in Port 
land, Ore., played “| with the 
benefit of a smash promotion. Mrs. Arnold 


Marks 


ulius Caeser” 
was hired to contact high schools 
and she sold over 6,000 special 
Police had to 
the theatre 


r seat. 
front of 
buses, from as tar as 


v 
This week marks the completion ot a 
solid year’s run for the MGM picture, “Lili,” 
at the Trans-Lux 52nd Street theatre, in 
New York. Leslie Caron and others of the 
will be present to cut a birthday cake 
he Tex & Jinx program. 
v 
inager oi Loew’s War- 
, San Francisco, reports that the 
mpany did an excellent 
The Long, Long Trailer” 
ibed in the pressbook under 
for the picture. 
v 
Matthews, district supervisor for 


A 


ia fA. 
\lliance Theatres in Terre Haute, Indiana, 
ends a glossy proof of the full-page coop- 
lich was underwritten by New 

‘railers and Mercury car dealers for 


lg, L T 


Trailer. 
Vv 
j Boyle, manager of Poli 
theatre, Norwich, Conn., held a preview for 
the PTA as the first step in his very com- 
“Heidi,” which 
support of many local organiza- 


Loew’s 


prehensive campaign for 
enjoyed the 
1001 authorities 


v 


Rosen, 1 il 


tions and scl 


lager of the Bis- 
Dakota theatres, 


] 


Bismarck, 
girls to a pledge to 


Millionaire” 


—and 


RKO Keith's 
Frank 


t the 
Syracuse, found Sergeant 


bov, had been a technical 


the filming of Paramount’s 
Korea, and capitalized the 
v 

advertising director for Wil 

itres in Philadelphia, in- 
in his advertising of 
Table” at the 
to “The 


troduced a note 
Ran- 


Holy 


“Knights of Round 


itre, with reterence 
v 

rerry Collins, reporting the campaign on 
“The Glenn Miller Story” at Loew’s Uptown 


“Almost 


he preliminary publicity meeting 


heatre, Toronto, says every item 


has been accomplished” and 


will follow 


paign 
v 
anager of Loew’s Poli thea- 
giant and 


Lou Cohen, n 
tre, Hartford, 
tlreups 


reports co-ops 


generous with commercial 


for “The 


sponsors 


Long, Long Trailer.” 


40 


Fred C. Lentz, manager of the Paramount 
theatre, Toledo, Ohio, used a 20-foot Mas- 
tercraft speed-boat as lobby display and 
ballyhoo for “Beneath the 12 Mile Reef.” 

Vv 

Bob Walker, owner-manager of the Uni- 
tah theatre, Fruita, Colorado, had newspaper 
cooperation for the annual Spring Festival 
of Loma PTA members, wherein he enter- 
tained and co-operated with a monthly pass 
and 70 sacks of popcorn. 


Joe Borenstein, Stanley Warner Strand 
Britain, Conn., had a hum- 
co-op tieup for “Money From 
Birnbaum Furniture 
ad mat as the center ot 
Magnavox television. 


theatre, New 
dinger of 

with 
five-coiumn 


Home” paying 
for a 


their display for 


Lou Cohen, manager of Loew’s Poli thea- 
tre, Hartford, has a really complete cam- 
paign on ‘New Faces” which is welcomed 
as a New York stage production in Cinema- 
Scope, in Hartford, at something less than 
half the “legitimate” prices. 

v 

Ray McNamara, manager of the Ailyn 
theatre, Hartford, came through with noth- 
ing less than five-columns of free publicity 
for “Red Garters’”—good publicity pictures 
ind captions. 


Bill Blake, publicist for the Golden Gate 
theatre in San Francisco, reports the use of 
$1,150 worth of TV _ spots to 
Warner’s “Little Caesar” and 
Enemy” on a twin bill 


advertise 
“Public 


Pearce Parkhurst wants it known that 
back Florida, located at the 
Mich., and that 
Promotions” 


he is from 


Lansing Drive-In, Lansing, 


18 classified ad for “Business 
in the HERALD is pulling 
v 
J. Stuart Cangeny’s policy of giving 
passes for an future at the 
Theatre in Cleveland, certainly paid 


undated show 
Jewel 
off to patrons who braved bad weather in 
the recent snow-blow that crippled the best 
part of the city for a week. 
v 

Marking its third vear is 
by Walter Kordek, manager of the 
ton, Conn., theatre, to award twenty pairs 


an arrangement 
Newing- 


of guest tickets each week to school children 
who observe safety rules, to and from school, 


with police supervision. 


Len Sampson and Bob Spodick used a 
direct Yale Daily 
News, with their personal recommendation 
of “Gilbert & Sullivan” 


learning. 


appeal in University’s 


in the key of high 


Martin’s 
Alabama, sends 


manager of 


Harold 


Coosa theatre, Childersburg, 


Jenkins 


real fine advertising obtained 
and local 


cooperation with the theatre. 


tear sheets of 


with a fashion show models in 


Joe Do!gin and Frank McQueeney of the 
Pine Drive-In, Waterbury, Conn., rushing 
the season slightly 
which reads “Shake that Indoor Hangover.” 

v 

Dale Tysinger, manager of Shea’s theatres 
in Ashtabula, Ohio, sends snapshots of his 
tricks in Cinema- 


with newspaper copy 


showman’s display for 


Scope and current attractions. 


MGM's starlets, Kathryn Reed and Perry Sheehan, visiting Jacksonville, Fla., on their 
four for "The Long, Long Trailer," tarry a while opposite the Palace theatre to bestow 
cash awards to winners in the MGM Record nation-wide contest. Receiving their checks, 
and smiles, above, are Henry Sikes and Bill Hughey, of Cohen Brothers department store, 
and Hal Stanton, manager of the Palace, and Bill Fegenbush, of Florida State Theatres’ 
art department, for the best window display tieups on the album. 
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He Brought A Friend SOlling Approach 


Two visitors from Canada—an old friend, 
right above, Harland Rankin, well known to 
readers of the HERALD, who sold his theatres 
just a while back, but can't stay out of film 
business. We predict it won't be long before 
he's back in again, for the showmanship in 
his blood won't permit a change. 

He brought a friend, at left, who becomes 
a new member of the Round Table, Albert E. 
Rolston, owner-manager of the Princess 
theatre, Little Current, Ontario, located on 
Manitoulin Island, largest fresh-water island 
on this hemisphere, in Georgian Bay, not far 
from Sault Ste. Marie, in Canada's prime 
vacation country. 





Treasure Hunt for 
"Red Garters" 


Maximum ticket-selling excitement was 
generated for the run of Paramount’s “Red 
Garters” at Boston’s Metropolitan theatre 
with the planting of a treasure hunt by 
manager Jack Saef. Actual red garters 
were hidden in a lot of places, and the 
facilities of Boston’s four stations 
employed to tell the public about the 
“treasure” to be hunted. Plotkin’s Specialty 
Shop, local dealers for Natlynn Dresses, 
sponsored the search, and awarded dresses 
inspired by original costumes 
worn by Rosemary Clooney, Pat Crowley 
and Joanne Gilbert, in the fanciful western 
in Technicolor. The Natlynn tieup, made 
by Paramount, reaches into every city and 
town in the U. S., as exploitation for six 
special dresses which are featured in the 
musical picture. 


Jim Cattell Furnishes 
A Telephone Sticker 


Jim Cattell, aggressive manager of the 
Capitol theatre, Bellaire, Ohio, just across 
the river from Wheeling, W. Va., supplies 
townsfolk with a gummed sticker, ready- 
printed to post the telephone numbers of 
police, fire, ambulance, sheriff, highway 
patrol, hospitals, the nearest doctor, and 
others, in case of emergency, and, of course, 
the telephone numbers for the Capitol and 
Temple theatres, where you can find out 
what’s plaving, at what time, with courtesy 
on tap. He says it’s a good will builder, 
and may save a life, sometime. The stickers 
were widely distributed, but proof of their 
value to patrons was in the numberof re 


radio 


in designs 


quests from those who wanted more of them. 


ROB ROY—Walt Disney-RKO Radio Pic- 
tures. In color by Technicolor. The story of 
the Highland Rogue, photographed in the 
actual Scottish highlands, with Disney pro- 
duction quality. Every minute flames with 
furious action! Rebel, lover, outlaw—chief 
of the fighting MacGregor Clan. Fearle: 
warrior, his true exploits dwarfed the deeds 
of fiction. A man of boundless courage 
and a woman of sleeping fire, caught in a 
struggle that roared through the hills of 
Scotland. 24-sheet and all posters have 
the necessary art quality to create your 
own lobby and marquee displays. News 
paper ad mats in the same aggressive style 
will sell action in color, with Disney quality. 
The big 35c economy ad mat, at National 
Screen, gives you seven one and two col 
umn ad mats and slugs, and four publicity 
mats for good measure, all for what one 
ordinary mat costs on standing order. Cast 
includes Richard Todd and Glynis John 
and they are attractive in the adverstising 
illustrations. A special herald supplies basic 
showmanship in a majority of situations. An 
extensive national magazine advertising 
campaign has preceded this picture in 
the first-runs and key situations. Exploita 
tion keys around Scotch plaids and clans 
with many possible local tieups. A line of 
manufacturers have marketed "Roy Roy" 
franchise goods which may be found in 
local stores. A big-selling Dell Book 
available at 10c at newsstands and drua 
tores. There's a title sona, and a record 
album from Capitol, which has its own pro- 
motion. A pressbook supplement offers 
special mats to sell "Roy Rov" tied in with 
Disney's "Pecos Bill’’ short film, as an All- 
Disney program, for alert showmen. 


* 
BEAT THE DEVIL—United Artists. John 


Huston's production, starring Humphrey 
Boaart, Jennifer Jones, Gina Lollobrigida 
and Robert Morley. Photoaraphed in Italv. 
The bold adventure that beats them all. 
Bogart at his best. Bia. bold 24-sheet key: 
the campaian, and flash herald follows 
through. Other posters and window card in 
similar style. Newspaper ads are in keeping 
with the comedy-adventure theme of the 
picture. Composite campaian mat has eiaht 
display mats and two publicity mats, all for 
the price of one ordinary mat, at National 
Screen. This 35c bargain is the biagest 
advertisina bargain value along Film Row 
and should be on every theatre's standing 
order. Pressbook suggests a treasure hunt 
to "beat the devil’ and there are travel and 
commercial tieups shown. You may create 
extra excitement by nosting copies of the 
national advertising for the picture which 
appeared in Look Magazine. Contest to 
match the measurements of Gina Lollo 
brigida, Italy's Marilyn Monroe, should stir 
up something, and an “adventure contest" 
for newspapers, points up the exciting ad 
ventures that are in the film. 
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TOP BANANA—Uhnited Artists. 
breezy, brashy, bounce of a bur 
boree, in color. Direct from 
months on Broadway and a sensation 
year on the road. See it the } 
Yorkers saw it on the stage 

ticket. Completely hilariou 

house. The ''Top Banana 

lesque. With Phil Silvers anc 
24-sheet especially made for u 

in lobby and marquee display. 
ters and accessories of equal qualit 
keys the campaign in a mapjori 
ations. Teaser ads introduce gir 
tease. Newspaper 
mall dimensions, and the 
paign mat, selling at 35c ha 
n one- and two 
publicity mats. It's the top bar 

book bargains. Sell it with 

Use the Phil Silvers’ get-ur 

this week's Round Table pict 

treet and lobby ballyh 

color standee, and a set of r 

boost lobby interest. Pressbook 

gets that may be bought as giveaways. ) 
can buy those hats, and 


ad mat 


olumn w 


banana 
Yes, we ve got lots of banana tie 


° 
PHANTOM OF THE RUE MORGUE— 


Warner Brothers. In 3-D and WarnerC 
Can it be human? |t mau 
ishes! A m 
reature, rising out « tt 
the city of Paris. $ 

Let your friends feel f 


Phantom full An 


mammoth 


imt act. 
heet made for stunt 


display. You'll seldom find a bett 


f art work for s mall a pr 
ing. Excellent roto 
citement of the pi 
paign. Warner's special shad 
piece, at $15.96, is below « 
ture, has pulling power bs 
measure. All poster 

the creepy atmospher 
Poe's ''Murder 


herald 


Ture, anc 


to millions ove 

real horror storie 

hows many ways to push thi 

in your advertising and exploitation. You 
may play this picture in either 3-D or 2-D 


and you must Ww atch dur vert } 7 


‘| SPECIAL 
‘| TRAILERS 


That Get You Best Results : sy 
And The Speed You Need. 


Famous §=&S 
FOR QUALITY foes 


NEW YORK 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Fifteen cents per word, money-order or check with copy. Count initials, box number and address. Minimum insertion $1.50. Four 
insertions for the price of three. Contract rates on application. No border or cuts. Forms close Mondays at 5 P.M. Publisher 
reserves the right to reject any copy. Film and trailer advertising not accepted. Classified advertising not subject to agency 
commission. Address copy and checks: MOTION PICTURE HERALD, Classified Dept., Rockefeller Center, New York (20) 





DRIVE-IN EQUIPMENT 


WIDE SCREEN 

ide angle lenses and 
available. Write for 
PLY CORP., "602 Ww. 


USED EQUIPMENT 


PRESENTATIONS PAY OFF! 
special apertures immediately 
details. S. O. S. CINEMA SUP 
52nd St., New York 19. 





COMPLETE BOOTH EQUIPMENT SUITABLE 
for indoor or outdoor theatre consisting of Simplex 
double-bearing rear shutter mechanisms complete with 
Weaver automatic dowser and projection lenses. Sim- 
plex bases, new 3-D magazines, Strong almost new 
high-intensity !amps, Hertner generator and controls, 
RCA Model MI-1040 sound equipment and parts cab- 
inet filled with new spare parts. Steel film cabinets 
and 3-unit ticket Automatic machine. Above equip- 
ment has always been on RCA service and is in 
perfect operating condition. First $1,200 cash takes it 
all. Call or write DAVID SANDLER, care of Thea- 
trecraft Mfg. Corp., 1878 E. 18th St.. Cleveland 14, 
Ohio. Phone FA 1-4958 


BIG SAVING Ss ON BIG SCREENS AND LENSES 
at Star! Write us! Pair Simplex-Acme Projectors; 
suprex 50 ampere Lamphouses, RCA rotary stabilizer 
sound, heavy bases, rebuilt, $1,095; Brenkert Enarc 
Lamphouses, rebuilt, $489.50 pair; 3-unit electric Ticket 
Register, rebuilt, $139.50; Century CC Mechanisms, re- 
built, $725 pair; Griswold Splicers, $12.95. What do you 
need? STAR CINEMA SUPPLY, 447 West 52nd St., 
New York 19. 











PROJECTORS BY DeVRY—REBUILT LIKE NEW 
by S. O. S. from $895. Send for Bulletin DEVPRO 
Time deals available. S. O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY 
CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19. 





POSITIONS WANTED 





PROMOTIONAL, EXPLOITATION MINDED 
manager thoroughly experienced, with faith in indus 
try’s future, presently employed, desires solid connec- 
tion offering better opportunities. BOX 2776, MOTION 
PICTURE HERALD 

ARE YOU SEEKING CAPABLE, 


manager, well recommended for AL operation: 


2779, MOTION PICTURE HERAL 





QUALIFIED 
BOX 


HELP WANTED 


EXPERIENCED DRIVE-IN 
Jersey and Chicago territories. Year 
round positions open with outstanding circ.uit. Write, 
stating qualifications and background to ARNOLD 
BERGER, &2 Newbury St., Boston, Mass 


WANTED: 


agers for New 


MAN 


SEATING 





ol T BEAT THIS SEAT FOR $4.95! 500 FULL 
upholstered back, boxspring cushion, excellent condi- 
tion. Many more. Send for chair bulletin. S. O. S 
CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New 





“NEW SCRE -EN TEC HNIQUES” — THE NEW 

ook that is a “must” for everybody in or connected 
with the motion picture industry—the clearly pre- 
sented, authoritative facts about 3-D, Cinerama, Cine 
maScope and other processes—covering production, ex 
hibition and exploitation—contains 26 illustrated arti 
cles by leading authorities—edited by Martin Quigley 
Tr. 208 pages. Price $4.50 postpaid. QUIGLEY BOOK- 
SHOP, 1270 Sixth Ave., New York 20, N. Y. 





RICHARDSON’S BLUEBOOK OF PROJECTION 
New 8th Edition, Revised to deal with the latest tech- 
nical developments in motion picture projection and 
sound, and reorganized to facilitate study and refe1 
ence. Includes a practical discussion of Television 
especially prepared for the instruction of theatre pro 
jectionists, and of new techniques for advancement of 
the art of the motion picture. The standard textbook 
on motion picture projection and sound reproduction. 
Invaluable to beginner and expert. Best seller since 
1911. 662 pages, cloth bound, $7.25 postpaid. QUIGLE\ 
BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. 


MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISION ALMANAC 
—the big book about your business—1953-54 edition. 
Contains over 12,000 biographies of important motion 
picture personalities. Also all industry statistics. Com- 
plete listing of feature pictures 1944 to date. Order 
your copy today. $5.00, postage included. Send remit 
tance to QUIGLEY BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Avenue, 
New York 20, N. Y 





] 


THEATRES 





ULTRA MODERN 575 SEAT 
old, Littlestown, Pa. Only theatre in town, and locate:! 
on main highway. Completely fireproof, finest air 
conditioning. modern all glass doors. Inquire J. S 


BAKER, 911 W. 36th St., Baltimore 11, Md. 


THEATRE, 5 YEARS 





THEATRE, 
miles New 
handsome 


PICTURE 


SALE—500-CAR 
location, prosperous area, 75 
Gross approximately $100,000, 
$110,000. BOX MOTION 


FOR DRIVE-IN 
wonderful 
York City. 
net. Price 
HERALD. 


BUSINESS BOOSTERS 


INDOOR ADVER. 
ENTERPRISES, 





FREE BROCHURE DRIVE-IN, 
tising specialties PARKHURST 
Lansing 10, Mich. 





NEW EQUIPMENT 





SAVE ON CARBONS! ALL SIZES MOTORIZED 
carbon savers for angle trim arc lamps (Mighty 90 
Go & CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 
New York 19 


etc.) $59.50. S 
W. 52nd St., 





WINDOW 


BIG PANORAMIC SCREENS—LOW PRICES! 
All purpose metallic screens 90c sq. ft. Wide angle 
lenses, special apertures immediately available. S. O. S 
CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St.. New 
York 19. 


“sTUDIO EQUIPMENT 


HARNESS YOUR EXPERIENCE—SHOOT LOCAL 
newsreels, TV commercials, documentaries. Arrange 
advertising tie-ups with local merchants. Ask for Film 
Production Catalog St-10. S.O.S. CINEMA SUPPLY 
CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19 


SERVICES 


CARDS, PROGRAMS, HERALDS, 
photo-offset printing. CATO SHOW PRINTING CO., 
Cate . ¥« 








Theatre Sales 
Champion Brands 


(Continued from page 36) 

than before! There are a 
greater number of brands in the “best- 
seller” class, yet various of the old favorites 
have increased in Some, however, 
have dropped out of the “best-seller” class 
this year. 

What are the reasons for that and other 
up-to-date facts which will be set forth in 
the survey report? From the wealth of 
information revealed by the survey, this de- 
partment will discuss various angles of bet- 
ter refreshment merchandising in a series of 
constructive articles to be published in com- 
ing weeks. 

The main report of the 1954 theatre sales 
survey results will be a feature of the Better 
Refreshment Merchandising Section of the 
Market Guide issue of BETTER THEATRES, 
to be published next week as Section 2 of 


business ever 


sales. 


42 


the Heratp—the annual reference issue of 
unique, special value to every theatre. 

The articles relating to various facets of 
the survey results will follow in the BRM 
department in subsequent issues of the 
HERALD. 


Manager Awards 
For Sales Ideas 


(Continued from page 36) 

those responsible for: Jdeas or methods ap- 
plied in achieving greater results; more at- 
tractive presentation of refreshment items; 
sound sales promotion activities; and im- 
proved service to the public, resulting in 
building business . in short, “better re- 
freshment merchandising.” 


Reports are invited from motion picture 
theatre managers or theatre concession 
executives. Make them as detailed as you 
wish. Photos of the refreshment stand or 


snack bar are desirable, also samples of any 
printed matter used. Send as many reports 
as you desire from time to time. All that 
are considered by the editors to be of 
interest to readers will be published, with 
credit to the contributor. 

Quarterly selections will be made from 
the reports published, for citations which 
will qualify those selections as finalists for 
the annual awards. From those citation- 
holders, the judges will select the Special 
Merit Award winners. There will be sep- 
arate Awards for small theatres and larger 
theatres. 


The judges will be recognized experts on 
refreshment merchandising. The names of the 
first judging group will be announced soon. 

All reports received since March Ist, 1954, 
are eligible for consideration. Address your 
reports to: The Editor, Better Refreshment 
Merchandising department, Motion Pic- 
TURE HeEraAxp, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New 
York 20, N. Y. 
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Night People 


20th-Fox—Berlin Tug-of-War 


(Color by Technicolor) 

The struggle for power by Allied and Soviet 
forces in occupied Berlin, under the cover of 
night and “normal” diplomatic relations, is 
dramatized with crisp effectiveness in “Night 
People,” 20th-Fox’s latest CinemaScope pro- 
duction which was filmed on location in Ger- 
many. With Gregory Peck as star and script 
by Nunnally Johnson (who also produced and 
directed), the film seems likely to carry on the 
tradition of bigger-grosses-with-CinemaScope. 

Sharing the marquee with Peck, who plays 
a colonel in the U. S. Army intelligence, are 
3roderick Crawford, an Ohio businessman 
whose G. I. son has been kidnapped by the 
Reds; Swedish star Anita Bjork, a freshly 
scrubbed Mata Hari type, and Rita Gam, Peck’s 
pert and pretty secretary. One of the film’s 
nicest performances is turned in by lanky Buddy 
Ebsen, a song and dance man of former years 
who here plays a laconic U. S. Army sergeant 
with the easy charm which originally made him 
famous. 

Johnson’s script, adapted from a story by 
Jed Harris and Thomas Reed, while eschewing 
many cliches is perhaps a little too straight- 
forward for completely engrossing cloak-and- 
dagger drama. The film is a step-by-step ac- 
count of how Peck outwits the Reds and effects 
the return of the G. I., kidnapped by the Rus- 
sians who want a couple of West Germans 
for his release. Complicating the affair is the 
appearance of Crawford, a bluff tycoon who 
learns in the course of the negotiations that 
there are some things money won't buy. The 
fly in Peck’s ointment is Miss Bjork, an ab- 
sinthe-drinking Berlin lady who acts as the 
go-between for the Reds and the colonel and 
who also was once romantically involved with 
the latter. 

Most of the action of the film takes place 
indoors, in Army headquarters and a U. S. 
zone hospital, so that there is in actuality very 
little of the on-the-spot Berlin flavor which 
might be expected from the location filming. 
Also, since the film shows almost none of the 
activities of the enemy, concentrating solely on 
Peck’s actions, there is a minimum of suspense 
until the final minutes. The dialogue, however, 
is literate, occasionally highly amusing, and 
carries the story forward somewhat in the 
manner of a stage play. 

Ted Avery is seen as the luckless G. I. whose 
abduction starts the film rolling; Walter Abel 
is a harried Army doctor, and Jill Esmond is 
one of the two Germans for whom the Russians 
dicker under the table. The title refers to the 
Russians about whom Ebsen wryly observes 
that “they are the darndest people for doing 
things at night”—like burglars. 

Seen at the 20th-Fox screening room in New 
York. Reviewer's Rating: Very Good—Vtn- 
CENT CANBY. 


Release date, March, 1954. 
utes. PCA No. 16696. 


Running time, 93 min- 
General audience classification. 
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Col. Van Dyke 
Leatherby 


Gregory Peck 
Broderick Crawford 
i Bjork 
OS SRS eee ee ere Rita Gam 
Walter Abel, Buddy Ebsen, Casey Adams, Jill Es- 
mond, Peter Van Eyck, Marianne Koch, Ted Avery, 
Hugh McDermott, Paul Carpenter, John Horsley, 
Lionel Murton 


Rails Into Laramie 


U-I—Outdoor Action Drama 
(Color by Technicolor) 

As a rough-and-ready army sergeant, John 
Payne finds a rough-and-tumble assignment 
waiting for him as he rolls into the frontier 
town of Laramie. It seems there is a lot of 
corruption and violence in the town, stemming 
from selfish interests that would like to bring a 
halt to railroad construction. Payne’s orders: 
Clean up the town. 

Payne’s leading target is the town’s king-pin, 
Dan Duryea, a man who is tactically smoot! 
but ever capable of violence. Unhappy partner 
with Duryea in the operation of a tavern is 
Mari Blanchard, who also provides the romantic 
interest for Payne. Duryea’s first attempts are 
to endear himself to Payne. That failing, h« 
takes more drastic action ‘and winds up in jail 
Payne’s efforts to have the prisoner convicted 
fail because of a jury that is either loaded or 
frightened. In time Duryea is emboldened to 
order a man murdered and once again he winds 
up in jail. This time an all-female jury is im 
panelled and convicts him. 

The screenplay by D. D. Beauchamp and 
Joseph Hoffman, always fluid, quickens in pac: 
when Duryea escapes and Payne pursues. 
There is the inevitable fight, this time on a 
moving train, and the ultimate recapture. 

As a large-scale Western the film rates well 
and is an easy fan-pleaser. As an added touch 
Rex Allen’s voice is on the sound track, singing 
“Laramie.” 

Ted Richmond 
directed. 

Reviewed in the home office projection room. 
Reviewer's Rating: Good—ManpeL HeErers1 
MAN. 

Release date. April, 1954. Running time, 81 
General audience classification 
Jefferson Harder.. ne 
Lou Carter.... 


produced and Jesse Hibbs 


minute 


tees Tohn Pay ne 
Mari Blanchard 
Tim Shanessy ..»»-Dan Duryea 
Joyce MacKenzie, Barton MacLane, Harry Shannon 
Ralph Dumke, Lee Van Cleef. Myron Healey, James 
Griffith, Alexander Campbell, George Chandler, Charle 
Horvath, Steve Chase 


Drive a Crooked Road 


Columbia—Racing and Robbery 


A fair complement of melodramatic excite- 
ments are churned up in “Drive a Crooked 








SHOWMEN’S REVIEWS 
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THE RELEASE CHART 








Road,” making it reliable merchandise of a 
formula type. The plot mixes racing-car fad 
dism with gangster activities. In the cast are 
Mickey Rooney, Dianne Foster and Kevin Mc- 
Carthy. 

Rooney, in the Blake Edwards 
is an undersized, sports car auto mechanic give! 
to solitude and dreams of driving an expensive 
foreign car in a European meet. day he 
meets the flirtatious Miss Foster and ere long 
he is desperately in love with her. She in 
troduces him to McCarthy and Jack Kelly, a 
smooth pair of luxury-loving young men 
before long they have a 
Rooney. They plan a bank 
Rooney to drive the getaway car along a peril 
ous road at a furious speed. Rooney of cours 

from the idea, but a litth 
from Miss Foster results in a change of mind 
The execution of the robbery builds up suspenss 
which is heightened by the wild getaway. Sub 
sequently learns that he was just 
as a tool by Miss Foster, leading to the climac 
tic fireworks. A mitigating factor is that Miss 
Foster does eventually begin to like Rooney 
and the scheme brings her subsequent anguish. 

The two villians decide that Rooney must 
be liquidated for their own safety. Their plan 
goes awry, for on the contrary, it is Rooney 

brings | violent retribution to 


screenplay, 


One 


and 


business offer for 


' 
robbery and nee 


recoils persuasion 


» ' 
mnooney uset 


who quick and 
the malefactors, but is himself left with a bleak 
fate 

Jonie Taps Richard Quine 
directed. In the course of the proceedings 
some natty-looking sports cars are brought into 
view, to provide an added appeal for some. 

Seen at th ] 
viewer's Rating: Goo 

Release date, April 


produced 


and 


home office ction room. Re 


Shannon... 
Mathews 
= Norris ‘ 
Tack Kelly, Harry L: 
Dick Crockett, Mort 


HELL BELOW ZERO 
(Columbia-Warwick) 
PRODUCERS: Irving Allen, Albert Broc- 
coli DIRECTOR: Mark Robson. PLAY- 
ERS: Alan Ladd, Joan Tetzel, Stanley 
Baker. Technicolor. 
ADVENTURE-DRAMA. Alan Ladd, Amer 
ican adventurer and ex-Naval officer, joins a 
whaling expedition out of Capetown and is soon 
embroiled in bitter feud. On the one side are 
3asil Sydney and Stanley Baker, half-ownet 
of the whaling fleet, and on the other Joan 
Tetzel. who is Baker’s wife and daughter of 
the other owner of the fleet. The climax « 
in a bloody gun battle on an ice floe well below 
the Arctic Circle 


OUT FOR FUN (MGM) 
(Pete Smith Spec my 

Our hero in this subject tries to find relaxa 
tion from the hectic chores of a busy office only 
to find himself getting into a lot of trouble. 
Dave O’Brien as usual is Pete Smith’s foil. 
Release date, May 8, 1954 10 minutes 


2229 


Mickey Roone 
: Dianne Foster 
..-Kevin McCarthy 
Jerry Paris, Paul Picerni, 
Peggy Maley 


TIES 
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Pred. Rel. P.D. 
No. Title Date Page 


COLUMBIA 


ALL-STAR COMEDIES 


Spies and Guys (16)......4-6-53 
He a His Pistol 
a 


) 
Love's « Agel (16). 
Sue 


(16) - 
A — They Did Go 
(16% 10- 
Down The Hateh (17%) .11-26- -53 
Deggle in the Bed 

(16%) 


ANIMAL CALVACADE 


Greyhound Capers (8'/2)..7-30-53 
Three Big Bears (7) - 27-53 


ASSORTED FAVORITES 


(Reissues) 


Woe! (16) 

Catling All Fibbers 
(16%) 

Wife Decoy (17). 
Silly Billy (18) 10-22-58 
Strife of The fue (16) .12-17- ~4 
Oh, Baby (18) 2-11- 
Two Nuts in a Rut (18)..3-11- 3 


CANDID MICROPHONE 
one Microphone No. 4 
i ) 


Candia Microphone No. |. 
Candid Microphone No. 2. 12- 10- 53 
Candid Microphone No. $.2-18-54 


COLOR FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 


Make Believe Revue se) - ~ 53 
King Midas Junior (7). 6-53 
A Helping Paw (7) 

The Mad Hatter (7). -5 
Mother Hen’s Holiday \a- 6. 1853 
The Dream Kids (7'/2). 53 
The Rocky Road to Ruin 


(8%) -6- 
Carnival Courage (7)...... 
Fiesta Time ) 

8 


COMEDY FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 
Yumpin’ Yiminy (17)....3-19-53 
Hot Water (18/2) 7-16- 
Half Shot at Sunrise 


(16) ‘ 
Get Along Little Hubby 

SE. ctetan biplsieins ..2-25- 
Slappily Married (16'/2)...3-4-54 


JOLLY FROLICS 
(Color) 
Little Boy With a Big 


) 4-30-53 
Christopher Crumpet (7). 6-25-53 


MR. MAGOO 
(Color) 


Safety Spin (7) . 21-53 
Magoo’s Masterpiece (7). .7-30-53 
Magoo Slept Here (7)... 11-19-53 
Magoo Goes Skiing (7)...3-11-54 


MUSIC TO REMEMBER 


The Polovetsian Dances 
(9%) 

Nuteracker Suite (9'/2) 

Piano Concerte in B-Fiat 
Minor (10) 

Peer Gynt Suite (94) 

1812 Overture (11) 

Swan Lake Ballet (10) 


For information on short subjects turn to the Product 
Digest Section pages indicated by the numbers which 
follow the titles and release dates in the listing. Numer- 
als in parentheses next to titles represent running time 
as supplied by the distributor. (R) Indicates a reissue. 








SCREEN SNAPSHOTS GOLD MEDAL REPRINT 


5856 — Rooney—Then & Now CARTOONS 
‘ Quiet Please (8) 
Red Hot Riding Hood 
5858 Halwa’ Great wy Chey windy iF 
omedians ( - 14- 
5859Hollywood’s Pair of Jack Svingshift Cinderstia 
(10%) —— cyrtaptine For Thomas "1 
) - 
Bear That Couldn't Sicep 
685! 9 (9) 12-5- 
6852 Hollywood oy ‘Parade 10-22-53 
6853 Men of The West (10)..11-19-53 
ee M-G-M TECHNICOLOR 
6855 Memorie CARTOONS 
6856 Cobs & Robbers .. . 8-14-53 
Johann Mouse (8) 
Little Johnny Jet (7).. 
That’s My ~~ (7).. 


ne 
$ 


STOOGE COMEDIES 


Booty & the Beast (1042). .3-5-53 
Loose Loot (16) 4-2-53 
Tricky Dicks (16) 
Spooks (3D) (16) - 
— My Backfire (16) 

8-15-5 


a saESR= 


Just Dueky (7) 

Half Pint Palomine 

Two Little Indians w. io 17. 
Life With Tom (8)....11-2!- 


(3D 5. 
Rip. Sow and Stitch’ (17). 9-8-53 
Bubble Trouble (164). _ 16-8-53 PETE SMITH SPECIALTIES 
Goof on the Roof (16'%)..12-3-53 
Income Tax Sappy (16/2 M5 oa se 3.45 ag Be xii (9).4- = “30-83 


Dogs "N Dueks (10). 
Ancient Cures (8) 
It Would 


gaan 


ff<t EEEEEEE 
$38 


eaeee 2228 


THRILLS OF MUSIC 
(Reissues) 
iss Etomt 5 om. (10) . .4-30-53 
k & Orch 


Fite Antles 
Ang Tales (8) 8-1 
Do Someone A Favor (9) 4- ' 
Out For Fun (10) 
cit) = m- ... PROPHECIES OF 
Machito & Oreh. (10%). acs NOSTRADAMUS 


TOPMOTONERS puck eporcives 
os a the Frontier (10 1-58 1959 - Nostradamus & the —- 
s Is Versailies (10%). 5-58 1863 


U.P.A. CARTOON SPECIALS PARAMOUNT 


— Oe ea CARTOON CHAMPION 
6508 be agg. (Reissues) 
The Wee Men (10) 
Tell Tale 
650! Bringing Up Mother (7). ee 


Baflet-Oop (7'/) Cheese Burglars (7). 


Stupidstitious Cat (7). 


WORLD OF SPORTS 3- Much Ado About Muttor 
Legion at Bat (10) - -6 Naughty But Mice (7). “1002. 53 
World’ > ee 
CASPER 


(Tochnieoter) 


Spook Ne Evil (7) 
North P: 


Vy 6-18-58 
Dude Ranch Sports (914) 7-23-53 
Assault and 7 ~ aaa . 9-24-53 

1 


10-15-53 

11-12-53 
Battling Big Fish (11). . 12-17-53 
one. Down Uruguay 


3h 
n= 
& 8s 
£22228 22 


Wwwwrs NNN 
e2an-a2 Waw 


Boo Moon (SD) (8) 
Zero the Hero 


game oom 
2838 


SERIALS HEADLINER CHAMPION 
(AIL 15 Chapters) 


6120 The Great Adventures of Tuna (9) 
Captain Kidd sa< ny i 


6140 Jungle Ralders -31- iden 9). 
Whe't W Whe "Me Animal 


ce sf Py hl 
FITZPATRICK TRAVEL TALKS 


(Color) HERMAN AND KATNIP 
T-415 Beautiful Bavaria (9)....4-4-53 1831 ol 
T-416 Johannesbere. City of Goid (Color) 
5-16-53 1871 
T-417 Delightful Denmark (8) .6-27-53 1927 
T-418 a City of Drinks on the Mouse (7) 
(9) -.7-18-53 2031 5 Northwest Mousle (7).. 
T-5il one “eeale (8). -10-17-53 2087 -2 Surf & Sound (7) 


Title 


KARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 


Phitharmmantaes (7) 4-3- 
Aero-Nuties (7) -8- 
Invention Convention (7) .6-19- 
No Place Like Rome (7) .7-31- 


53 
53 
NOVELTOON 
(Color) 
Starting From Hatch (7) .8-6-58 


Winner by a Hare (6). .4-17-53 
Or sic Balt Than Never 


The Seapreme Court (7). 

razy Town 
PACEMAKERS 

vine School Hi-Jinks 


Hurrleane Hunters 
Spirit ef Seventy 


Room That Files 


POPEYE 
(Color) 


Child Soekology (6) 
Ancient Fistory (7) 
Popeye's piiew (6). 
Toreadorable (7) 

Baby Wants a Battle 


(6) 
Firemen’s “Brawl (6)... 
We Ace of Space (3D) 


Shaving Muggs (6) ‘ 
Fleor Flusher (6) 2159 


GRANTLAND RICE SPORTLIGHTS 


R12-7 
R12-8 
R12-9 


> Wizard of Clubs 


1839 
The Sporting > 
West Indies (9 1831 
— Mountain Spssthhars 
6-5-53 1959 


(10) 
R12-10 gg | Rerrasinas B - 6-12-53 1967 


Ri2-11 


(9 > 
Ri2-12 Collegiate Clreus Champs 


Ri3-t 
R13-2 


R13-8 
RI3-4 


R13-5 
Rts. 
R13-7 


ee Water 
1959 


) 
Rocky Mountain River 
Thrills (9) - 203) 
Getter Was A ‘Champ 


8-538 
Canines (9). ‘it: ‘is-88 
— Ridin’ Youngsters 


) 
Water Swimphny (9). 


Angling for Thrills (9).1- 220- 54 
Kids on a Springboard 
(9) So dua dae ous pee 


TOPPER 
oe and Buggy Days 
There He Goes Again 

(10) F 
Bear Crazy 
Rowdy Racoons 


Uncommon Sense io -- 
Bear Jam (10).. 


REPUBLIC 


THIS WORLD OF OURS 
(Trucolor) 
WashInaton—City of 
(9) 


SERIALS 


Canadian a vs. Atomle 
Invaders (12) 7-8-53 


Return of Capt. America 

(15) 9-30-53 
Trader bh of the China 

Seas (12) - 11-54 


RKO 


ADVENTURES IN MUSIC 


(Disney-Color) 


44,601 Melody (3D) (10) -53 1853 
44,701 Melody (2D) (10) eeee 
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No. Title Date Page 


LEON ERROL COMEDIES 
(Reissues) 
43,701 Gem-Jams (18) ........ 7-31-53 
43,702 fee Te Remember 
43,703 Birthday B 8-28-53 
0 Let’s Go tly (17) .9- 11-53 
43,705 > ——s Happen 
9-25-53 
43,706 10-9-53 
EDGAR KENNEDY SERIES 
Son 
Uniucky D (15) 8-7-53 
Trouble or “Nothing ik 8-14-53 
Wali Street Biues (17). .9-4- tf 
Motor Maniacs (18) 
Do or Diet (18) 


Heading for Trouble 
(18) 


MICKEY MOUSE BIRTHDAY 
CARTOONS 


(Technicolor) 
(Reissues) 
44,801 Mickey's Birthday Party 


( 
44,802 The Pointer (8) 
44,803 Tiger Trouble (7) 
44,804 Nifty Nineties (7) 
44,805 7 ip 


44,806 The’ Whalers "@) 
MY PAL 


(Re-releases) 
My Pal with Flame 


(22) 
Pal’s Adventure (20): 


RKO PATHE SPECIAL 


33,108 Escape to Freedom cm. -# 27-53 
Tower of Destiny (15). 
Shark Killers (15) 

43, 102 This Is Little League 


(15) 10-30-53 
43,103 Magic Streetcar (20)..12-18-53 
SCREENLINERS 


Britain’s Skyblazers (8) .3-13-53 
Running the Red 

Blockade 9-18- 
Herring Hunt (10).... 

Laughs of Yesterday 

(8) 


Fire Fighters s). 
Golden Gate (8). 
Mission Ship 
Untroubied Border 

4, 210 Black Power ........- ° 


SPORTSCOPES 


34212 Seaside Sports © cece 2-27-53 
34,313 t 


( 3 
43,301 Ben Pe | (8). .cccccces 9-4-53 
44,302 (8 10-2-53 
44,303 
44,304 


44,305 


(8) 
44,306 Railbird’s Album (8). 
44,307 = with Demarest 
) 


+ 4-22-54 
44,308 


SPECIALS COLOR 


Holiday Island (15) 8-14-53 
_— Rhyihm (3D) 


Motor on (2D) wis. 18 Pr 

Pecos Bill (25) 

TRU-LIFE ADVENTURES 
(Disney-Color) 


43,301 Prowlers of the 
Evergiades (32) ....- 


TWO REEL SPECIALS 


Basketball Highlights of 
1953 (15) 

Football Headtiners ... 
Basketball Headliners. ..4- 


«8-14-53 


RAY WHITLEY 


(Re- Releases) 
43,401 A Western Welcome 


(18) 
43,402 Rhythm Wranglers (19). ®- is: 3 


WALT DISNEY CARTOONS 
(Color) 


Father’s Day Off (7).. 
a Simple Things 


3-28-53 
- 18-53 


Don’s Fountain of 

Youth (6) 5-30-53 
Father’s Week-End (7) .6-20-53 
How te Danee (6) 7-11-53 
The New Neighbor (7)...8-1-53 
Football (Now & Then) : 

(7) 


Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 


Rug od Bear & 10-25-53 
Peanuts 


20th CENTURY-FOX 


LEW LEHR 
(Reissues) 


Sea Food Mamas (8) 
Grunters & Groaners (10)...7- 


SEE IT HAPPEN 
(Movietone) 
ple Drama F aad 


Calamity Strikes (9)....... it “53 
Focus on Fate (10) 


SPECIAL 
(CinemaScope) (Color) 

Coronation Parade (7'/2).. 
Vesuvius Express (16) 
Finale of Tschalkowky’s 

Symphony #4 (6) 
Dancers of the Deep (7). 
Polovetzian Dances— 

Prince igor (7/2) 
ba saya of the Roses 

i 


New Venezuela ‘ 

Haydn’s Farewell Sympho y. 

Day on a Jet Aircraft 
Carrier 

Multiple Piano Concerto 

Stunt Pilot 

Stephen Foster Medley 

Valley of the Nile 


SPORT SHOW 
Football yoy (8) 
Morning Light (9) 

Unusual Sports 
Laurenti 


TERRYTOONS 
(Color) 
Pill Peddlers (7) 


Featherweight Champ (7).. 
, Wagey Cireus Days (7) 


Bwawww w 


(7) 
Ten Pin Terrors (7)... 
The Orphan Egg (7).. 
Friday the 13th (7) 
When Mousehood Was in 

Flower (7) 

Open House (7) 
Bargain Daze (7) 
Sparky, the Firefly (7) 
Mouse Menace (7) 
The Reluctant Pup (7) 
How to Keep Cool (7). at 
The Timid Searecrow (2). é¢ 
Log Rollers (7) 
Spare the Rod (7) 
Growing Pains (7).... 
Runaway Mouse (7)... 
How to Relax (7) 
Helleopter (R) (7) 
Blind Date (7) 
Nonsense Newsreel 
Much Ado About Nothing 


(R) (7) 
Helpless Hippo (7) 
Pet Problems (7) 
Frog & The Princess 

(R) 
Preseription for Percy (7)...4-5 
Satisfied Customers (7).....- 4-54 
Wreek of The Hesperus 

(R) (7) 


UNITED ARTISTS 
MEDAL OF HONOR 
(All 28 minutes) 
Jullus Langbein 


(Dee Pollack) 
Richmond Pearson Hobson 


53 

-5 
-5 
“5 
“5 
“5 
-5 

53 


(Larry Craine) 


SPECIAL 


Royal Symphony (C) 
(26) (Rank) 


UNIVERSAL- INTERNAT'L 


U-I say PARADE 


1935 

Mey 1959 

pw Carnival - : 1983 
Le Years to 2159 


Go ‘South’ Amigos’ (9) -54 2159 
Royal Mid-Ocean Visit (9). ‘3. 2207 


Prod. Rel. P.D. 
No. Title Date Page 


EARTH AND ITS PEOPLES 
(2-Reeler) 


Cross Section of Central 
America (2!) 

Factories, Mines 
Waterways (21) 

British Trade and Industry 


(21) 
Farmer-Fisherman (21). 
Lumber States (21) 
Mountain Farmers 
Adobe Village (19) 


LANTZ TECH. CARTUNES 


8323 Dog That Cried Wolf (6) .3-23-53 
8324 Buccaneer Woodpacker 
GE accccddacccece «++ -4-20-53 


8325 7. Mouse and the Lion 
) 


8326 Operation Sawdust (6)... 
8327 The Flying Turtle (6)....6- 
po a Wrecks (6)....7- 
8329 


SlSLEE B 


8330 (6) 
§333- 2D Hypnatic Hick (6).... 
8331 Maw & Paw in Plywood 
Ay 


8332 Hot (6) 
8101-3D mm, Hick 
9321 Chilly Willy (6) 
9322 Socko In Morocco (6) 
9323 A Horse’s Tale (6) 


ELeBzB 


MUSICAL FEATURETTES 


Andy Russell & ome In 
House Party (15 
Les Brown & Orch. 
Crazy Frolic 1 
Harry James & His Music 
Makers (14) 5 
Music om the Double (18). nT 
Surprising Suzie (15) 3-53 
Camp Jamboree (is). 


(16) 
eeni—80 Carnival In April (18) .11-53 
10i—3D 


9302 David Rose & &His Orch. 
(15%) 


9303 Hawaiian Nights (17)....1-22-54 
9304 Jimmy Wakely’s Jamboree 
(16) 


3-D SPECIAL 
(Musical Featurette) 


8311-2D Nat “King” Cole & Ross 
8100-3D Morgan’s Oreh. (18) 


TWO-REEL SPECIALS 


6202 Landscape of Silenee (17) 10-25-53 
9201 Perils of the Forest (17) .2-14-54 


VARIETY VIEWS 


Sky Pollee (9) 

Deadly Drums (10) 

Bolivar Bonanza (9). 

Behind the Wall (10) 

Rip oe Winkie Retu 
(10 


Fun for All (9) 

Byways to Broadway (9) 

Bow River Valley (9) 

Brooklyn Goes To Chicago 
(9%) 2 


WARNER BROS. 
BLUE RIBBON HIT PARADE 


(Color) (Reissues) 


9307 Country Mouse (7) 
9308 Little Dutch Plate (7).. 


(7) 

The Fighting “69th (7).. 
9312 Sniffles Takes a Trip @. 
9313 Wacky Wild Life (7). 
1301 Old Glory (7) 
1302 Walky, Fahy Hawky @). io- 
1303 Birth of A Notion (7). 7- 
1304 Eager Beaver (7) 
1305 Seent-imental Over You 

(7) 


“BUGS BUNNY" SPECIALS 


(Color) 
9727 Upswert Hare (7) -14- 
9728 Southern Fried Rabbit (7). cat 2-53 
9729 Hare Trimmed (7 -20-53 
9730 coy for Bugs (7) 
1723 Duck, Rabbit, —_ (7). 
1724 Robot Rabbit ) 
1725 Captain larebicusr (7). 


Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 


FEATURETTES 
“CLASSICS OF THE SCREEN” 


Star in the Might (20)...3-21-53 
Plantation Nielodies on 5- 58 
Looking at Life (20). -s 
Minstrel Days 0) 

r Were Champions 


JOE McDOAXES COMEDY 


So You Want to Learn te 
Dance (10) 

So You Want a Television 
Set (10) : 


) 

So You Think You Can’t 
Sleep (10) 

So You Want To Be an Heir (10) 

So You're Having Neighbor 
Trouble (7) 2-3 


MELODY MASTER BAND 
(Reissues) 
oie Nelson & His Orch. 


euiee Cooley Band (10). 

Desi Arnaz & Band (10). “10. 3-53 
Hal Kemp & Orch. (10). 11-14-53 
Rhythm of the Rhumba (10) 


MERRIE MELODIES AND 
LOONEY TUNES 
(Color) 


Peck O’ Trouble (7) 
Fowl Weather (7) 
Muscle Tussie (7) 

Ant Pasted (7) 

Much Ado About Nutting 


(7) 

There Auto Be a Law ms 6. 6- 3 

Tom-Tom Tomeat (7) 

Wild Over You (7) 

Duck Dodgers in the iitiy. 
Century (7) 

Plop Goes the Weasel (7). 

Cat-Tails for Two (7).. 

— Cat Named Sylvest 


Sse 


‘eo 


enSSS—VSe8 


) 
Zipping Along (7) 
Easy Peckins (7) 
Catty Cornered (7) 


Dog Pounded (2).. ; 
| Gopher You (7) 


greseeses a 


SPECIALS 
(Techaieelor) 
Thar She Biows (20) 
Under the Little Big bees 
(20) F 


Gone Fishin’ (29) (R).. 
— of Louisiana 


9-12-53 


North of the Sahara (20) .11-7-53 
Don't Forget To Write 


SPORTS PARADE 
(Teshnicoler) 

Cheyenne Days (10) 
Yoho, Wender Valley (i 
Desert Killer (10) -27-53 
Ride a White Horse (10).7-25-53 
Danish Sport ae (10) 8-15-53 
Royal Mounties (10 9-19-53 
Sea Sports of Tahiti (10). 10- 24-53 
Born To Ski (10) - 
— in the Rockles 

) 


4-4-53 
5 


VITAPHONE VARIETIES 


No Adults Allowed (10). .4- oe 
Head Over Heels (10)... .6-2 
Spirit of —— Point (10). e- °. + 
Hit ‘im Again (10) -53 
Say it with Spills id}: 

Magie Movie Moments a 


MISCELLANEOUS 
SHORTS 


= Plunk & Boom 


Bw 4 me Ce) (CinemaSeope) 


Ben & 

(Disney) (Coler) 
Crucifixion (14) Meadow.. 
Fort MeHenry (ie “4 
Sunday By the 

(Meadow) iain 








PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, MARCH 20, 1954 





THE RELEASE CHART 


Index to Reviews and Advance Synopses, with Ratings 


Release dates and running time are furnished as soon as avail- 
able. Advance dates are tentative and subject to change. Run- 
ning times are the official times supplied by the distributor. 

All page numbers on this chart refer to pages in the PRODUCT 
DIGEST SECTION of MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 

Short Subjects Chart with Synopses Index can be found on 
pages 2230-2231, issue of March 20, 1954. 

Feature Product by Company starts on Page 2221, issue of 


March 13, 1954 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 


a 
Abbot! & Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll 
& Mr. Hyde (329) 
Act of Love 
Actress The (403) 
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (c) 
Affair in Monte Carlo (Brit.) (color) 
(5307) 
Affairs of Dobie Gillis, The (346) 
Alaska Seas (5313) 
All-American (333) 
All the Brothers Were Valiant (c) 
(407)* MGM 
Annapurna (c) Mayor-Kingsley 
Appointment in Honduras (406) (color) RKO 
Appointment for Murder (Ital.-Eng. Titles) IFE 
Arrow in the Dust (c) (5404) AA 
Arrowhead (color) (5227) 


Back to God's Country (color) (403) 
Bad for Each Other (624) 
Bait Col. 
Band Wagon, The (color) (345)* MGM 
Bandits of the West (5243) Rep. 
Battle of Rogue River (c) Col. 
Beachhead (c} UA 
Beat the Devil UA 
Beauties of the Night VA 
Beggar's Opera, The (Brit.) (c) (304) WB 
Beneath the 12-Mile Reef (c) 
(CS) (337)* 
Best Years of Our Lives (452) 
Big Heat (615)* 
Big Leaguer, The (347) 
Bigamist, The 
Bitter Creek (5423) 
Black Glove (5305) Lippert 
Blackout (5309) Lippert 
Blowing Wild (306) WB 
Blueprint for Murder, A (332) 20th-Fox 
Border River (c) (409) Univ. 
Botany Bay (color) (5307) Para. 
Both Sides of the Law (Brit.) (482) U-l 
Boy From Oklahoma (320) (c) WB 


Cc 


Caddy, The (5302)* 

Caine Mutiny, The (c) 
Calamity Jane (color) (311)* 
Calling Scotland Yard (5351-5356) Para. 
Capt. John Smith & Pocahontas (c) UA 
Captain Scarlett (color} UA 
Captain's Paradise (Brit.) UA 
Carnival Story, The (c) RKO 
Casanova's Big Night (c) (5316) Para. 
Cavalleria Rusticana (c) Savini 
Cease Fire! (5308) (3D) Para. 
Chemp for a Day (5211!) Rep. 
Charge of the Lancers (c) Col. 
China Venture (609) 

City of Bad Men (color) (328) 
Clipped Wings (5320) 

Combat Squad (613) Col. 
Command, The (C.S.) (c) (319)* WB 
Conquest of Cochise (color) (610) Col. 
Conquest ef Everest (Brit.) (c) UA 


2232 


Univ. 
UA 
MGM 
UA 


MGM 
Para. 
Univ. 


Para. 


Univ. 
Col. 


20th-Fox 
RKO 
Col. 
MGM 
Filmakers 
AA 


Para. 
Col. 
WB 


Col. 
20th-Fox 
AA 


Abbott & Costello-B. Karloff 
Kirk Douglas-Dany Robin 
Spencer Tracy-Jean Simmons 
Dan O'Herlihy-James Fernandez 


Merle Oberon-Richard Todd 
Debbie Reynolds-Bobby Van 
Robert Ryan-Jan Sterling 
Tony Curtis-Lori Nelson 


Robert Taylor-Ann Blyth 
Documentary 

Glenn Ford-Ann Sheridan 
Delia Scala 

Sterling Hayden-Coleen Gray 
Chariton Heston-Jack Palance 


Rock Hudson-Steve Cochran 
Chariton Heston-Lizabeth Scott 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Fred Astaire-Cyd Charisse 

Allen Rocky Lane 

George Montgomery 

Tony Curtis-Frank Lovejoy 
Humphrey Bogart-Jennifer Jones 
Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida 
Laurence Olivier-Dorothy Tutin 


Terry Moore-Robert Wagner 
March-Loy-Andrews-Wright 
Glenn Ford-Gloria Grahame 
Edward G. Robinson-Vera-Ellen 
Joan Fontaine-lda Lupino 
Wild Bill Elliott 

Alex Nicol 

Dane Clark 

Gary Cooper-Barbara Stanwyck 
Joseph Cotten-Jean Peters 
Joel McCrea-Yvonne de Carlo 
Alan Ladd-James Mason 
Peggy C ins-Ros d Johns 
Will Rogers, Jr.-Nancy Olson 





Martin & Lewis-Donna Reed 
Bogart-Ferrer-Johnson 

Doris Day-Howard Keel 

Paul Douglas, Narrator—Featurettes 
Anthony Dexter-Jody Lawrance 
Richard Greene 

Alec Guinness-Yvonne de Carlo 
Anne Baxter-Steve Cochran 
Bob Hope-Joan Fontaine 

Mario del Monaco 

Korean War 

Alex Nicol-Audrey Totter 
Paulette Goddard 

Edmond O'Brien-Barry Sullivan 
Jeanne Crain-Dale Robertson 
Bowery Boys 

John Ireland-Lon McCallister 
Guy Madison-Joan Weldon 
John Hodiak-Robert Stack 
Documentary 


(reissue) Feb.,'54 
ce) 


Color pictures designated by (c). 


* Following a title indicates a Box Office Champion. 


Picture ratings under National Groups are estimates by 
leading women's organizations and national review committees; 
A—Adults (over 18 years), M—Mature Young People, Y—Youth 
(ages 12 to 18), C—Children (ages 8 to 12). Legion of Decency 
Ratings: (A-1), Unobjectionable; A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults; 
B, Objectionable in part; C, Condemned. 


CinemaScope designed by (CS). 


7—REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsts 
Issue Page 


Release 
Date 


Running 
Time 


1934 
2109 
1941 


1998 
1862 
2158 
1925 


2029 
2110 
2046 
2190 

($)2207 
1878 


2006 

2101 

2190 

1909 

1958 

2206 

2165 

2205 

Sept. 26,'53 1965 
2109 
2110 
2006 
1918 
2125 
2214 
(S}2167 


Dec.,'53 
ct.,'53 


1997 
1933 
2134 
2013 
2141 


Feb. 27,54 2141 


1942 
(S)2191 
2045 


Sept.,'53 
Not Set 
Nov. 14,53 
Apr.,'54 
Nov.,'53 
Aug. 12,53 
Dec. 18,'53 
Mar. 27,'54 
Apr.,'54 
Dec. 26,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Aug. 15,53 
Feb.,'54 
Sept.,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Aug. 30,'53 
Oct.,'53 
Feb. 13,'54 
Sept.,'53 
Apr. 23,'54 


Aug. 
Feb. 20 
Oct. 31 


Nov. 21 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 10 
Dec. 12 
Mar. 6 
Jan. 9 
Nov. 28 
Sept. 


2077 
2007 
2021 
($)2103 
2205 
2134 
2085 
2007 


1966 
1885 
2086 
2015 
2157 
1957 
2101 


Aug. 
June 
Nov. 
Oct. 
Jan. 

Aug. 
Dec. 





Nat'l 
Groups 


AY 
A 
AMY 
AY 
AY 


AY 
AMYC 
AY 


RATINGS 
L. of D. 


=—NR 


> >e>> >>> 
~» wy =—N 


> oe > 
wo nm 


> > @>>> 
—_ ND No 


o> 
+o 


A-| 
A-2 
A-2 
A-2 
A-2 
A-2 
A-l 
A-1 
A-l 
A-l 


Herald 
Review 


Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 


Excellent 
Excellent 
Fair 
Fair 


Very Sood 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Fair 

Good 

Very Good 
Very Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 


Superior 
Good 
Good 
Very Good 

ood 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Fair 
Average 
Excellent 


Excellent 
Fair 
Excellent 
Good 


Good 

Very Good 
Good 
Average 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 
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c-REVIEWED— 
Release Running (S)=synopsis Nat'l 
TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars Date Time Issue Page Groups 


Cowboy, The (5308) (c) Ungest Documentary May 14,'54 69m Jan. 9 2134 
Crazylegs—All American (5224) ep. Elroy Hirsch-Lloyd Nolan Feb. 15,'54 87m Oct. 31 2046 Very Good 


Creature from the Black Lagoon 
(415-3D, 416-2D Richard Carlson-Julia Adams Mar.,'54 79m Feb. 13 2182 Good 
Crime Wave (308 Gene Nelson-Sterling Hayden Mar. 6,'54 74m Jan. 16 2142 Good 
Crossed Swords (color) Errol Flynn-Gina Lollobrigida Not Set Oct. 31 (S)2047 
Cruel Sea, The (Brit.) Jack Hawkins-Donald Sinden Aug.,'53 121m Aug. 8 1941 
Dick Haymes-Audrey Totter Aug.,'53 8im July 25 1927 


Cruisin’ Down the River (color) (606) Col. 
Cry of the City Oth-Fox Victor Mature-Richard Widmark (reissue) Mar.'54 95m 


RATINGS 
Herald 


L.of D. Review 


Excellent 
AMYC A-| 


> 


Excellent 
Average 


>> 


Fair 
Fair 
Excellent 


Aug.,'53 75m July 1927 
Mar. 6,'54 75m Feb. 2197 
Nov. 16,'53 87m Nov. 2061 
Apr. 11,'54 
Sept.,'53 88m Sept. 1981 
Not Set Mar. (S)2215 
Nov. 28,'53 80m Aug. 1949 
Sept. 30,'53 83m Oct. 2023 Fair 
Aug. 5,'53 54m Aug. 1957 Good 
John Hodiak-Barbara Britton Mar. 21,54 84m Feb. 2182 Good 
John Archer-Hillary Brooke Oct.,'53 70m Jan. 2166 Fair 
Mickey Rooney-Dianne Foster ae Mar. 2229 Good 
Patricia Medina-Dennis O'Keefe " Dec. 2119 Good 
Joanne Dru-Paul Kelly Mar. 13,'54 Feb. 2182 Good 


Jeanne Crain-Michael Rennie 
Victor Mature-Piper Laurie 
Joan Fontaine-Louis Jourdan 
Wayne Morris 

Mai Zetterling-Dirk Bogarde 
Ray Milland-Grace Kelly 
Fernando Lamas-Arlene Dahl 
Lew Ayres-Nancy Davis 

Rex Allen-Dona Drake 


Dangerous Crossing (330) 20th-Fox 
Dangerous Mission (3D) (c) (sto) RKO 
Decameron Nights (color) (461) RKO 
Desperado, The (5426) AA 
Desperate Moment (Brit.) (386) Univ. 
Dial M for Murder (c) WB 
Diamond Queen, The (c) (302) WB 
Donovan's Brain UA 
Down Laredo Way Rep. 
Dragonfly Squadron (52) AA 
Dragon's Gold UA 
Drive a Crooked Road Col. 
Drums of Tahiti (3D) (c) Col. 
Duffy of San Quentin (321) WB 


Very Good 


: 
—nN ry 


Good 


>>> > F>> 
ry 


> ' 


> 
~ 


East of Sumatra (color) Univ. 
Easy to Love (color) (410) MGM 
Eddie Cantor Story (c) (316) WB 
Egg and |, The (422) Univ. 
El Alamein (620) Col. 
El Paso Stampede Rep. 
Elephant Walk (c) (5317) Para. 
Enchanted Cottage (472) RKO 
Escape from Fort Bravo (color) (409) MGM 
Executive Suite (423) MGM 
Fake, The UA 
Fallen Angel (365) 20th-Fox 
Fanfan the Tulip (Fr.) UA 
Fangs of the Wild (5311) 
Fighter Attack (c) 


Lippert 


Fighting Lawman (5334) AA 


Fighting Men (5222) Lippert 
Final Test ( Brit.) Continental 
5000 Fingers of Dr. T, The (color) (604) Col. 
Flame and the Flesh (c) (42!) MGM 

Flight Nurse (5301) Rep. 

Flight to Tangier(c) (2D-5331,3D-5306) ests 
Follow the Fleet (487) RKO 
Folly To Be Wise (Brit.) Fine Arts 
Forbidden (407) Univ. 
Forever Amber (366) (c) 20th-Fox 
Forever Female (5312) Para. 
Forty-Niners, The AA 
French Line (c) (2-D-437, 3D-407) RKO 
From Here to Eternity (616)* Col. 
Fugitive in Trieste (Ital.) IFE 


G 
Genevieve (c) (Brit.) Wie 


U-I 
Genoese Dragnet (Ital.) (Eng. Titles) IFE 
Gentle Gunman, The (Brit.) (388) U-I 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes(c)*(326) 20th-Fox 
Geraldine (5302 Rep. 
Gilbert & Sullivan (color) (Brit.) UA 
Give a Girl a Break (c) (412) MGM 
Glass Web (2D-402, 3D-401) Univ. 
Glenn Miller Story (c) (412) Univ. 
Go, Man, Go UA 
Golden Blade, The (color) (332) Univ. 
Golden Coach (c) (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
Golden Idol, The (5315) AA 
Golden Mask (c) (Brit.) UA 
Gorilla At Large (c) (3D) (406) 20th-Fox 
Great Diamond Robbery (419) MGM 
Great Jesse James Raid (c) (5221) Lippert 
Greatest Love, The (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
Gun Fury (c) (3D) (617) Col. 
Gypsy Colt (419) (c) MGM 


H 
Half a Hero (401) MGM 
Heat Wave (5310) Lippert 
Heidi (Swiss) UA 
Hell & High Water (c) (CS) (403) 20th-Fox 
Hell Below Zero (c Col. 
Hell's Half Acre (5304) Rep. 
Here Come the Girls (5309) (c)* Para. 
Highway Dragnet AA 
His Maiesty O'Keefe (c) (315) WB 
Holly and the Ivy (Brit.) Pacemaker 
Hollywood Thrill-Makers (5321) Lippert 


Jeff Chandler-Marilyn Maxwell 
Esther Williams-Van Johnson 
Keefe Brasselle-Marilyn Erskine Jan. 30,'54 
C. Colbert-Fred MacMurray (reissue) May,'54 
Scott Brady-Rita Moreno Jan.,'54 
Alan Rocky Lane Sept. 8,'53 
Elizabeth Taylor-Dana Andrews June,'54 
Dorothy McGuire-Robert Young (reissue) Mar.,'54 
William Holden-Eleanor Parker Dec. 4,'53 
Holden-Allyson-Stanwyck-March-Douglas Apr.,'54 
Dennis O'Keefe-Coleen Gray Sept. 25,'53 
Alice Faye-Dana Andrews (reissue) Nov.,'53 
Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida Dec.,'53 
Charles Chaplin, Jr.-Onslow Stevens Apr. 2,'54 
Sterling Hayden-J. Carrol Naish Nov.,'53 
Wayne Morris Sept. 20,'53 
Special Cast Oct. 9,'53 
Robert Morley-Jack Warner Jan.,'54 
Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy Aug., ‘53 
Lana Turner-Carlos Thompson 

Joan Leslie-Forrest Tucker 

Joan Fontaine-Jack Palance 

Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Oct. 29, ‘53 
Alastair Sim-Martita Hunt Dec.,'53 
Tony Curtis-Joanne Dru Jan.,'54 
Linda Darnell-Cornel Wilde (reissue) Nov.,'53 
G. Rogers-W. Holden-P. Douglas Jan.,'54 
Wild Bill Elliott-Virginia Grey Not Set 
Jane Russell-Gilbert Roland Feb. 8,'54 
M. Clift-B. Lancaster-D. Kerr Sept.,'53 
Jacques Sernas Jan.,'54 


Sept.,'53 
Dec. 25,'53 


Dinah Sheridan-John Gregson Feb.,'54 
Charles Rutherford-Lianella Carell Mar.,'54 
John Mills-Elizabeth Sellars Oct.,'53 
Marilyn Monroe-Jane Russell Aug.,'53 
John Carroll-Mala Powers Apr. 1,'54 
Maurice Evans-Robert Morley Jan. 8,'54 
Marge & Gower Champion Jan. 1,'54 
Edward G. Robinson Nov.,'53 
James Stewart-June Allyson Feb.,'54 
Harlem Globetrotters-Dane Clark : 
Rock Hudson-Piper Laurie 

Anna Magnani 

Johnny Sheffield 

Wanda Hendrix-Van Heflin 
Cameron Mitchell-Anne Bancroft 
Red Skelton 

Willard Parker-Barbara Payton 
Ingrid Bergman-Alexander Knox 
Rock Hudson-Donna Reed 
Donna Corcoran-Frances Dee 


July 17,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Nov.,'53 
Apr. 2,'54 


Red Skelton-Jean Hagen os 4, ‘53 
Alex Nicol-Hillary Brooke 

Elsbeth Sigmund 

Richard Widmark-Bella Darvi 

Alan Ladd-Joan Tetzel 

Wendell Corey-Evelyn Keyes 
Hope-Clooney-Dahl-Martin 

Richard Conte-Joan Bennett 

Burt Lancaster-Joan Rice 

Ralph-Richardson-Celia Johnson 


James Gleason Jan. 15; ‘54 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, MARCH 20, 1954 


Sept. 


Nov. 
Dec. 


Dec. 
Oct. 


6 
. 20 
; 
. 24 
. 30 


2 


. 23 
| 20 ($)2191 


1998 
2069 
2109 


2101 
2023 
(s)2191 


2061 
2197 
2046 


1847 
2214 
2086 
2014 


2183 
1877 


2062 
2030 


2102 
2086 


1861 
($)2214 
2134 
1933 
2167 


2190 
2206 
2014 
1903 
($)2103 
2045 


2093 
2029 
2133 
2157 
1957 
2158 


2213 
($)2167 
2093 
1958 
2142 
2037 
2165 


1933 


2118 
2173 
(5)2229 
2183 
2037 
2166 
2125 
2183 
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Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Fair 
Fair 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 


Fair 
Fair 


Fair 


Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Excellent 
Fair 


Excellent 
Good 
Good 


Excellent 


Excellent 
Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Excellent 


Very Good 
Good 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Good 


Very Good 


Excellent 


Fair 

Very Good 
Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Hondo (3D) (312)* 

Horse's Mouth (Brit.) 

Hot News (5327) 

How to Marry a Millionaire (c) 
(CS)* (336) 


WB 
Mayer-Kingsley 
AA 


20th-Fox 


1, the Jury (3D) UA 
Indiscretion of an American Wife Col. 
Inferno (color) (3D) (346) 20th-Fox 
Intimate Relations (Fr.-Eng. Dial.) Carroll 
Iron Mask (5313) Lippert 
Island in the Sky (30!) WB 
It Should Happen to You Col. 


J 


Jack Slade (5406) AA 
Jennifer (5407) AA 
Jesse James vs. Daltons (c) (3D) Col. 
Jivaro (5311) (c) Para. 
Joe Louis Story, The UA 
Johnny Dark (c) (420) Univ. 
Jubilee Trail (c) (5303) Rep. 
Julius Caesar MGM 


K-L 


Key Largo (309) WB 
Keys of the Kingdom (358) 20th-Fox 
Kid from Left Field, The (325) 20th-Fox 
Kid from Outer Space (412) 20th-Fox 
Killer Ape Col. 
Killers From Space (409) RKO 
King of the Khyber Rifles (c)* (401) Fox 
Kiss Me Kate (c) (3D) (408)* M6M 
Knights of the Round Table (c) 

(CS) (413)* MGM 
Knock on Wood (color) Para. 
La Favorita (Ital.) IFE 
La Traviata (c) Savini 
Last of the Pony Riders (593) Col. 
Latin Lovers (color) (348) MGM 
Laughing Anne (Brit.) (c) Rep. 
Lili (color) (342)* MGM 
Limping Man (5318) Lippert 
Lion Is in the Streets (color) (305) WB 
Little Boy Lost (5304)* Para. 
Little Caesar (317) WB 
Little Fugitive Burstyn 
Living Desert, The (c)* Disney 
Living It Up (c) Para. 
Long, Long Trailer, The (c) (416)* MGM 
Loophole (5414) AA 
Louisiana Territory (3D) (color) (405) RKO 
Lucky Five (Ital.) IFE 
Lucky Me (c) (CS) (324) WB 
Lure of the Sila (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 


M 


Ma and Pa Kettle at Home (418) Univ. 
Col. 


Mad Magician, The (c) (3D) 

Make Haste to Live 

Malta Story (Brit.) 

Man Between, The (Brit.) 

Man Crazy (339) 

Man From Cairo (5302) i 
Man from the Alamo (color) (328) Univ. 
Man In Hiding UA 
Man in the Attic (340) 20th-Fox 
Man of Conflict Apex 
Marry Me Again (404) RKO 
Martin Luther deRochemont 
Master of Ballantrae, The (color) (225) WB 
Melba (color) UA 
Mexican Manhunt (5317) AA 
Miss Robin Crusoe (c) 20th-Fox 
Miss Sadie Thompson (c) (3D)* Col. 
Mission Over Korea (536) Col. 
Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House 

(473) RKO 
Mr. Denning Drives North (Brit.) Carroll 
Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow (Brit.) 

(5400) Stratford 
Mr. Robinson Crusoe (5314) Lippert 
Mister Scoutmaster 20th-Fox 
Mistress of the Mountains (Ital.) Davis 
Mogambo (color) (404)* MGM 
Money from Home (c)* 

(5316—3D, 5330—2D) Para. 


2234 


Release 
Date 


Jan. 2,'54 
Jan.,'54 
Oct. 11,'53 


Stars 


John Wayne-Geraldine Page 
Robert Beatty 
Stanley Clements 


Grable-Monroe-Bacall Nov.,’53 


Bill Elliott-Peggie Castle 

Jennifer Jones-Montgomery Clift 
Robert Wayne-Rhonda Fleming 
Harold Warrender-Marian Spencer 
Douglas Fairbanks (reissue) Sept. 18, "53 
John Wayne-Lloyd Nolan Sept. 5,'53 
Judy Holliday-Peter Lawford Mar.,'54 


Aug. 14,'53 
Not Set 


Mark Stevens Nov. 8,'53 
Ida Lupino-Howard Duff Oct. 25,'53 
Brett King-Barbara Lawrence Apr.,'54 
Fernando Lamas-Rhonda Fleming Feb.'54 
Coley Wallace-James Edwards Sept. 18,'53 
Tony Curtis-Piper Laurie May'54 
Vera Ralston-Forrest Tucker May 15,'54 
Brando, Calhern, Garson, Kerr, Mason Spec. 


(reissue) Nov. 7,'53 


Robinson-Bogart-Bacall 
(reissue) Jan.,'54 
July 


Gregory Peck-Thomas Mitchell 
Dan Dailey-Anne Bancroft 
Thelma Ritter-Jeffrey Hunter 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Peter Graves-Barbara Bestar 
Tyrone Power-Terry Moore 
Kathryn Grayson-Howard Keel Nov. 26, ‘53 
Jan. 15,54 
Not Set 
Oct.,'53 
Dec. 26,'53 
Nov.,'53 
Aug. 28,'53 
June 15°54 
July 10,'53 
Dec. 11,'53 


Robert Taylor-Ava Gardner 

Danny Kaye-Mai Zetterling 

Paolo Silveri 

Lucia Evangelis-Giulio Gari 

Gene Autry 

Lana Turner-Ricardo Montalban 
Wendell Corey-Margaret Lockwood 
Leslie Caron-Mel Ferrer 
Lloyd Bridges 

James Cagney-Barbara Hale 
Bing Crosby-Claude Dauphin 
Edward G. Robinson 

Richie Andrusco 

True Life Adventure 

Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz 

Barry Sullivan-Dorothy Malone 
Documentary 

Aldo Fabrizi 

Doris Day-Phil Silvers 


Silvano Mangano 


(reissue) Feb. 6, ‘54 
Oct. 6,'53 
Nov.,'53 

Not Set 

Feb. 19,'54 

Mar. 28,'54 

Oct. 16,'53 
Nov.,'53 

Apr. 24,'54 

Dec. 25,'53 


Apr.,'54 
Not Set 
Not Set 
Apr.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Dec.,'53 
Nov. 27,'53 
Aug.,'53 
Oct. 2,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Oct. 22,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Aug. !,'53 
Aug. 7,'53 
Sept. 13,'53 
Feb.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Aug.,'53 


Marjorie Main-Percy Kilbride 
Vincent Price-Mary Murphy 
Dorothy McGuire-Stephen McNally 
Alec Guinness-Jack Hawkins 
James Mason-Claire Bloom 
Neville Brand-Christine White 
George Raft-Gianna Maria Canale 
Glenn Ford-Julia Adams 

Paul Henried-Lois Maxwell 
Constance Smith-Jack Palance 
Edward Arnold-John Agar 

Marie Wilson-Robert Cummings 
Niall MacGinnis 

Errol Flynn-Anthony Steel 

Patrice Munsel-Robert Morley 
George Brent-Hillary Brooke 
Amanda Blake-George Nader 

Rita Hayworth-Jose Ferrer 

John Hodiak-Audrey Totter 


(reissue) Apr.,'54 
Sept.,'53 


George Cole-Nadia Gray Mar. 14,'54 
Douglas Fairbanks (reissue) Sept. 25,'53 
Clifton Webb-Edmund Gwenn Sept.,'53 
Vivi Gioi Jan.,'54 
Clark Gable-Ava Gardner Oct. 9,'53 


Feb.,'54 


Cary Grant-Myrna Loy 
John Mills-Phyllis Calvert 


Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 


Running 
Time 


83m 
77m 
b6im 


96m 


-~REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsis 
Issue Page 


Nov. 28 2085 AYC A-| 
Jan. 23 2158 A-| 
Nov. 28 2087 


Nov. 14 2070 


Aug. 1966 
Sept. 1998 
Aug. 1965 
Dec. 2102 Good 
Sept. 1997 A 


Dec. 2093 


——— RATINGS 
Nat’ Herald 
L.ofD. Review 


Excellent 
Good 
Good 


Groups 


Excellent 


1926 B Fair 
(S$)2215 

1925 Excellent 

2190 Very Good 


1941 Excellent 
2141 Very Good 


2037 Excellent 
2206 Fair 
2158 Good 
2187 Good 
2013 Excellent 
()2214 

2158 Good 
1861 Superior 


1926 - Good 


2077 Fair 
2166 Fair 
2117 Excellent 
2045 Excellent 


2117 Superior 
(S)2063 
2047 Fair 


2134 Fair 
2062 Good 
1926 Good 


1757 Excellent 
2119 Good 

1989 Very Good 
1909 Excellent 


2021 Excellent 

202! Excellent 
($)2215 

2133 Excellent 

2189 Good 

2030 Good 

2094 Fair 


2134 Good 


2213 Good 
($)2215 


2069 
2110 
2094 
1918 
2070 
2119 
2119 
2006 
1997 
1918 
1885 


Excellent 
Good 

Fair 

Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Very Good 


’ 
N= 


Excellent 
Fair 


2117 
1926 


>m> 


Good 

Very Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


AMYC A-| Excellent 
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(S)=synopsis 
Issue Page 


—RATINGS———— 
Herald 
Review 


Nat'l 
Groups 


Running 
Time 


Release 


TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars Date L. of D. 


Moon Is Blue, The UA 
Moonlighter, The (3D) (303) WB 
Murder on Monday (Brit.) | Mayer-Kingsley 
My Heart Sings (Ital.-Eng Titles) IFE 


Naked Jungle, The (c) (5315) 
Nebraskan, The (color) (3D) (618) 
New Faces (c) (CS) (409) 

Night Is My Kingdom, The (Fr.) 
Night People (c) (CS) (407) 

99 River Street 

No Escape 

Norman Conquest (5303) 


O-P 

Othello UA 
Ort of the Past (488) RKO 
Outcast, The (c) Rep. 
Overcoat (Ital.) Times 
Overland Pacific (c) UA 
Paratrooper (619) (c) Col. 
Paris Model (621) Col. 
Paris Playboys (5418) AA 
Passionate Sentry, The (Brit.) Fine Arts 
Path to the Kingdom (Span.) Master 
Personal Affair ( Brit.) UA 
Phantom of the Rue Morgue 

(3D) (c) (322) WB 
Phantom Stallion (533!) Rep. 
Pickwick Papers ( Brit.) Mayer-Kingsley 
Pinocchio (c) (493) RKO 
Playgirl (421) Univ. 
Plunder of the Sun WB 
Pride of the Blue Grass (c) (5410) AA 
Prince Valiant (c) (CS) (411) 20th-Fox 
Princess of the Nile (c) (414) 20th-Fox 
Prisoner of War MGM 
Prisoners of the Casbah (c) (622) 
Private Eyes (5321) 
Project M-7 (483) (Brit.) U-I 
Project Moon Base (5315) Lippert 
Public Enemy (318) WB 


Q-R 
Queen of Sheba (Ital-Eng.) (5325) Lippert 
Queen's World Tour, A (c) UA 
Quo Vadis (c) (411) 
Rachel and the Stranger (469) 
Racing Blood (c) (410) 
Rails Into Laramie (c) (419) 
Red Garters (c) (5314) 
Red River Shore (5234) 
Rhapsody (420) (c) 
Ride Clear of Diablo (c) (413) 
Riders of the Purple Sage 
Riders to the Stars (c) 
Riding Shotgun (c) (323) 
Ring of Fear (c) (CS) 
Riot in Cell Block 11 (51) 
River of No Return (c) (CS) (405) 20th-Fox 
Rob Roy (c) (Brit.) (494) Disney-RKO 
Robe, The (C.S.) (c) (335)* 20th-Fox 
Roman Holiday (530!)* Para. 
Rose Bowl Story (5204) Allied 
Rose Marie (CS) (c) (418) MGM 
Royal African Rifles, The (c) (5403) AA 


Para. 
Col. 
Fox 


Lippert 


Col. 
AA 


GM 
RKO 
20th-Fox 
Univ. 


Saadia (c) (415) 

Sabre Jet (c) 

Saginaw Trail (576) 

Saint With No Name 

Salt of the Earth 

Saskatchewan (414) (c) 
Scarlet Spear, The 

Scudda Hoo-Scudda Hay 

Sea of Lost Ships (5213) 
Secret Document—Vienna (Fr.) 
Shadow Man (5316) 

Shadows of Tombstone Rep. 
Shane (c) (5225)* Para. 
Shark River (c) UA 
She Couldn't Say No (408) RKO 
Siege at Red River (c) (404) 20th-Fox 
Singin’ in the Corn Col. 
Sins of Jezebel (c) (5225) Lippert 
Sky Commando (542) Col. 
Slaves of Babylon (525) (c) Col. 
So Big (307)* WB 


Rep. 
Davis 
Lippert 


_Van Johnson-Joanne Dru 


William Holden-David Niven 
Barbara Stanwyck-Fred MacMurray 
Ralph Richardson-Margaret Leighton 
Ferruccio Tagliavini 


July 17,'53 
Sept. 19,'53 
Oct.,'53 
Mar.,'54 


Eleanor Parker-Charlton Heston 
Phil Carey-Roberta Haynes 
Eartha Kitt-Robert Cla 

Jean Gabin-Simone Valera 
Gregory Peck-Rita Gam 

John Payne-Evelyn Keyes 

Lew Ayres-Sonny Tufts 


Tom Conway-Eva Bartok Sept. 11,'53 


Orson Welles-Fay Compton Jan.,'54 
Robert Mitchum-Kirk Douglas (reissue) Oct. 29,'53 
John Derek-Joan Evans Not Set 
Renato Rascel Oct.,'53 
Jack Mahoney-Peggie Castle Feb.,'54 
Alan Ladd-Leo Genn Jan.,'54 
Marilyn Maxwell-Paulette Goddard Nov.,'53 
Leo Gorcey-Huntz Hall Mar. 7,'54 
Valerie Hobson-Nigel Patrick Nov.,'53 
Dominique Blanchard Jan.,'54 
Gene Tierney-Leo Genn Feb.,'54 


Karl Malden-Patricia Medina 
Rex Allen 

Nigel Patrick-James Hayter 
Disney Feature 

Shelley Winters-Barry Sullivan 
Glenn Ford-Diana Lynn 

Lloyd Bridges-Vera Miles 
Robert Wagner-Janet Leigh 
Jeffrey Hunter-Debra Paget 
Ronald Reagan-Dewey Martin 
Gloria Grahame-Cesar Romero 
Bowery Boys 

Phyllis Calvert Nov.,'53 
Donna Martell-Ross Ford Sept. 4,'53 
Jean Harlow-James Cagney (reissue) Feb. 6,'54 


Mar. 27,'54 
Feb 10,'54 
Feb.,'54 
(reissue) Apr.,'54 
May,'54 
Aug. 29,'53 
Apr. 4,'54 
Apr.,'54 
June’54 
Not Set 
Nov.,'53 
Dec. 6,'53 


Gino Cervi-Leonora Ruffo Feb. 12,'54 
Documentary Mar.,'54 
Robert Taylor-Deborah Kerr (reissue) Jan.,'54 
Loretta Young-William Holden (reissue) Feb.,'54 
Bill Williams-Jean Porter Mar.,"54 
John Payne-Mari Blanchard 

Rosemary Clooney-Jack Carson 

Rex Allen 

Elizabeth Taylor-Vittorio Gassman 

Audie Murphy-Susan Cabot ’ 
Geo. Montgomery-Robt. Barrat (reissue) Mar.,'54 
Richard Carlson-Herbert Marshall Jan. 29,'54 
Randolph Scott-Wayne Morris Apr. 10,'54 
Clyde Beatty-Pat O'Brien Not Set 
Neville Brand-Leo Gordon 

Robert Mitchum-Marilyn Monroe 

Richard Todd-Glynis Johns 

Victor Mature-Jean Simmons 

Gregory Peck-Audrey Hepburn 

Marshall Thompson (reissue) Sept. 6,'53 
Blyth-Keel-Lamas-Main Mar. 19,'54 
Louis Hayward-Veronica Hurst Sept. 27,'53 


Cornel Wilde-Mel Ferrer 
Robert Stack-Coleen Gray Sept. 4,'53 
Gene Autry Sept.,'53 
Richard Widmark-Lloyd Nolan (reissue) Mar.,'54 
Not Set 

Mar.,'54 

Mar.,'54 

(reissue) Mar.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Feb. 15,'54 
Oct. 16,'53 
Sept. 28,'53 
Aug.,'53 
Nov.,'53 
Feb. 15,'54 
Apr.,'54 
Jan.,'54 
Oct. 23,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Oct.,'53 
Oct. 31,'53 


Feb. 5,'54 


Alan Ladd-Shelley Winters 
John Archer-Martha Hyers 
June Haver 

John Derek-Wanda Hendrix 
Frank Villard-Renee St. Cyr 
Cesar Romero 

Rex Allen 

Alan Ladd-Jean Arthur 

Steve Cochran-Carole Mathews 
Jean Simmons-Robert Mitchum 


Judy Canova-Allen Jenkins (reissue) 
Paulette Goddard 

Dan Duryea-Frances Gifford 
Richard Conte-Linda Christian 
Jane Wyman-Sterling Hayden 
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99m 
77m 
85m 
99m 


78m 
95m 
85m 
90m 


54m 
117m 
80m 
89m 


64m 
74m 
69m 
82m 
1O0Im 


June 


Sept. 


Oct. 
Mar. 


Feb. 

Nov. 
Feb. 

Aug. 
Mar. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


13 
19 
10 
13 


1869 
1998 
2022 
2214 


2181 
2062 
2189 
1943 
2229 
1965 
1934 


(S)2135 


($)2215 
203! 
2182 
2118 
2062 
2214 
2047 
2110 
2133 


2206 


(S)2215 
1942 
2189 

(S)2094 


2062 
(S)2094 


1982 


A 


-2 
-| 


Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 


Good 

Fair 
Excellent 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 

Fair 


Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 
Good 


Good 


Good 

Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 


Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Superior 
Excellent 


Excellent 
Average 


Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Good 

Fair 

Good 
Excellent 


Fair 


Good 


Good 
Fair 


Excellent 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Something Money Can't Buy (Brit.) Univ. 
Son of Sinbad (color) (3D) RKO 
Song of the Land (color) UA 
Spaceways (530! Lippert 
Spice of Life (Fr. Mayer-Kingsley 
Stage Door (483) RKO 
Stand at Apache River (color) (33!) 
Steel Lady, The 

Stormy the Thoroughbred (c) 
Stranger on the Prowl 

Stranger Wore a Gun (3D) (c) (605) Col. 
Student Prince, The (CS) (c) (424) MGM 
Sword and the Rose, The (color) (491) RKO 


T 


Take the High Ground (color) (406) MGM 
Tall in the Saddle (471) RKO 
Tanga Tika (color) 

Taza, Son of Cochise (c) 

(410—3D, 411—2D) 
Tennessee Champ (417) (c) 
Terror on a Train (402) 
Terror Street (5304) 

Texas Badman (5335) 

Them (3D) 

They Won't Believe Me (474) 
Those Redheads from Seattle (color) 

(2D-5329, 3D-5305) 

Three Coins in the Fountain (CS) 

(c) (413) 20th-Fox 
Three and from Rome (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 
Three Sailors and a Girl (c) (314)* WB 
Three Young Texans (c) (402) 20th-Fox 
Thunder Bay (color) (327) Univ. 
Thunder Over the Plains (c) (313) WB 
Thy Neighbor's Wife 20th-Fox 
Time Gentlemen Please (Brit.) Union 
Times Gone By [Ital.) LF. 
Titfield Thunderbolt (c) (387) (Brit.) Univ. 
Top Banana (c) UA 
Torch Song (c) (405)* MGM 
Trail of the Arrow AA 
Treasure of Sierre Madre (310) WB 
Trent's Last Case ({Brit.) (5212) Rep. 
Tumbleweed [color) (405) Univ. 
Turn the Key Softly (Brit.) Astor 


U-V 


Undercover Agent (5306) Lippert 
Untamed Breed (614) Col. 
Valley of the Sun (470) RKO 
Veils of Bagdad (color) (404) Univ. 
Vicki 20th-Fox 
Vigilantes Terror (5422) AA 
Village, The 
Violated 


Univ. 
UA 


Disney 
UA 


Schaefer 


Univ. 
MGM 
MGM 

Lippert 
AA 


WB 


Para. 


UA 


Palace 


Ww 


Walking My Baby Back Home (406)(c) Univ. 
War Arrow (c) (408 niv. 
Para. 


( 
War of the Worids (c) (5303) 
War Paint (color) UA 


We Want a Child (5324) oo 

White Fire (5317) ppert 

White Hell of Pitz Palu (Ital.-Eng. Dub) Fe 

Wicked Woman 

Wild One (623) 

Will Any Gentleman? (Brit.) 

Winas of the Hawk [c) 
(2D-336, 3D-330) 

Witness to Murder 

World for Ransom (5408) 


X-Y-Z 
Yank in the R.A.F. (367) 
Yankee Pasha (c) (417) 
Yellow Balloon (5430) (Brit.) 
Yesterday & Today 
Young Caruso, The [Ital.-Eng. Dub.) 
Yukon Vengeance (5331) 


on 
Stratford 


Stars 


Patricia Roc-Anthony Steel 
Dale Robertson-Peggie Castle 
Nature 

Howard Duff-Eva Bartok 
Noel-Noel 

Kath. Hepburn-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Aug. 5, '53 
Stephen McNally-Julia Adams 
Rod Cameron-Tab Hunter 

M. R. Valdez-Robert Skene 
Paul Muni-Joan Lorring 
Randolph Scott-Claire Trevor 
Ann Blyth-Edmund Purdon 


y: 
Richard Todd-Glynis Johns Aug. 15,'53 


Richard Widmark-Karl Malden 
John Wayne 
All Native Cast 


Rock Hudson-Barbara Rush 
Shelley Winters-Dewey Martin 
Glenn Ford-Anne Vernon 
Dan Duryea 

Wayne Morris 

Edmund Gwenn-Joan Weldon 
Susan Hayward-Robert Young (reissue) 


Oct. 30,'53 
(reissue) Mar.,'54 
Nov.,'53 


Feb.,'54 
Mar. 5,'54 
Sept. 18,'53 
Dec. 4,'53 
Dec. 20,'53 
Not Set 
Apr.,"54 


Oct.,'53 


June,'54 
Aug.,'53 
Dec. 26,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Aug.,'53 
Dec. 12,53 
Oct.,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Oct.,"53 
Feb.,'54 
Oct. 23,'53 


Rhonda Fleming-Gene Barry 
Clifton Webb-Dorothy McGuire 


Lucia Bose-Cosetta Greco 

Jane Powell-Gordon MacRae 
Mitzi Gaynor-Jeff Hunter 

James Stewart-Joanne Dru 
Randolph Scott-Phyllis Kirk 

Huqo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Eddie Byrne-H. Baddaly 

Vittorio de Sica-Gina Lollobrigida 
Stanley Holloway 

Phil Silvers-Rose Marie 

Joan Crawford-Michael Wilding 
Guy Madison-Andy Devine Aug. 25,'53 
Humphrey Bogart (reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
Michael Wilding-Margaret Lockwood Jan. 1,'54 
Audie Murphy-Lori Nelson Dec.,'53 
Yvonne Mitchell-Terence Morgan Not Set 


Dermot Walsh-Hazel Court 
Sonny Tufts-Barbara Britton 
Lucille Ball-James Craig 
Victor Mature-Mari Blanchard 
Jeanne Crain-Jean Peters 
Bill Elliott-Mary Ellen Kay 
John Justin-Eva Dahlbeck 
Wim Holland 


Oct. 2,'53 
(reissue) Sept.,'53 
(reissue) Feb.,"54 

Nov.,"53 
Oct.,'53 
Nov. 15,'53 
Oct. 23,53 
Dec.,'53 


Donald O'Connor-Janet Leigh 
Jeff Chandler-Maureen O'Hara 
Gene Barry-Ann Robinson 
Robert Stack-Joan Taylor 
Special Cast 

ScottBrady-Mary Castle 

Hans Albers 

Beverly Michael-Richard Eaan 
Marlon Brando-Mary Murphy 
George Cole-Veronica Hurst 


Van Heflin-Julia Adams 
Barbara Stanwyck-George Sanders 
Dan Duryea 


Tyrone Power-Betty Grable 
Jeff Chandler-Rhonda Fleming 
Andrew Ray-Kathleen Ryan 
Documentary 

Ermanno Randi-Gina Lollobrigida 
Kirby Grant-Mary E. Kay 


(reissue) Nov.,'53 
Apr.,'54 
Oct. 4,'53 
Dec. 2,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Jan. 17,"54 


Running 
Time 


7im 
76m 
7im 


77m 
84m 
45m 
82m 
83m 


93m 


7-REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsis 


Jan. 


Nov. yr 


July 
Jan. 


Aug. 


Oct. 
Mar. 
Nov. 


Aug. 


July 


Sept. 26 


Oct. 


Page 


3 2015 
30 (S)2167 
2087 
1902 
2142 
1949 
2030 
2214 
2069 
1943 


1901 


2006 
10 2022 


. 30 2165 


Feb. 
July 
Dec. 
Nov. 


20 2189 
25 1926 

5 2093 
14 (S)2071 


. 13 ($)2215 


Mar. 
Dec. 
Nov. 
Aug. 


Jan. 


2006 


($)2214 
1934 
2085 
2142 
1829 
2061 
2207 
2022 
1935 
2014 
2165 
2014 
1981 


2030 
2077 
2166 


13-2213 
5 2094 
14 2070 
8 1942 
16 (S}2142 


——— RATINGS ——_—. 


Nat'l 
Groups 
AY 
AY 


L. of D. 


Herald 
Review 


Fair 


Good 
Good 
Excellent 


Fair 

Fair 

Very Good 
Good 
Average 


Very Good 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 


Very Good 
Good 

Fair 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 


Fair 


Fair 
Very Good 
Good 


Fair 


Good 
Fair 


Good 


Fair 


Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Good 


Fair 

Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Fair 


Very Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 
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FILM BUYERS RATING 


Film buyers of independent circuits in the U. S. rate current 
product on the basis of its performance in their theatres. This 
report covers 134 attractions, 6,354 playdates. 


Titles run alphabetically. Numerals refer to the number of en- 


gagements on each attrac i reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive. Dagger (+) denotes attractions published for the first time. 
Asterisk (*) indicates attractions which are listed for the last time. 


EX means Excellent; AA—Above Average; AV—Average; 
BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 


AA AV BA 
*A. & C. Meet Dr. Jekyll & Mr. _ ( Univ.) 1) 4015 
Actress, The (MGM) ey - a 49 
Affair in Monte Carlo (AA). wey - - 3 
*Affairs of Dobie Gillis, The (MGM). 2. 3. 19 
All-American (Univ.)... 14 29 14 
All the Brothers Were Valiant (em) 16 50 33 
Appointment in Honduras — 6 5 7 
Arrowhead (Para.) ene 17 42 16 


Back to God's Country (Univ.)...... 1) 40 14 
Bad for Each Other (Col.)........ ~ 2 5 
Band Wagon, The (MGM) 12, 36 50 
Beneath the 12-Mile Reef (20th- For). - I i 
Big Heat (Col.) ......... | i aime 
Blowing Wild (WB).... 19 34 
Blueprint for Murder, A (20th-Fox) ‘ - 9 
Border River (Univ.) 19 
Botany Bay (Para.) 33 
Boy from Oklahoma (WB) 5 


Caddy, The (Para.) 

Calamity Jane (WB) 
Captain's Paradise (UA) 
tCease Fire! (Para.) 

Champ for a Day (Rep.). 
*Charge at Feather River, The (we). 
China Venture (Col.). 

City of Bad Men (20th- Fox). 
Clipped Wings (AA) 
Command, The (WB) ... 
Conquest of Cochise (Col.).. 
Crazylegs—All-American (Rep. ) 
Cruel Sea, The (Univ.)... 
Cruisin’ Down the River (Col.) 
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Dangerous Crossing (20th-Fox) 
Decameron Nights (RKO)..... 
Diamond Queen, The (WB) 


East of Sumatra (Univ.) ... 
Easy to Love (MGM). 

Eddie Cantor Story (WB)... 
Escape from Fort Bravo (MGM) 


Fighter Attack (AA) 

Flight Nurse (Rep.)... 
Flight to Tangier (Para.) 
Forbidden (Univ.) 
Forever Female (Para.)... 
From Here to Eternity (Col.) 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (20th- aed 
Give a Girl a Break (MGM) 

Glass Web, The (Univ.) 
tGlenn Miller Story (Univ.) 

Go. Man, Go (UA)... 

Golden Blade, The (Univ.).. 

Great Diamond Robbery (MGM). 
*Great Jesse James Raid (Lippert) .. 
Gun Belt (UA) 

Gun Fury (Col.).. 


Half a Hero (MGM) : 

Here Come the Girls (Para.) 

His Majesty O'Keefe (WB).... 
Hondo (WB) .. 

How to Marry a Millionaire ‘(20th- Fox) 


1, the Jury (UA) 
Inferno (20th-Fox) 
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Island in the Sky (WB). 


Jesse James vs. The Daltons sans | ae 
tJivaro (Para.) . 
Joe Louis Story, The (UA). 


King of the Khyber Rifles (20th-Fox) 
Kiss Me Kate (MGM)..... 
Knights of the Round Table (MGM) 


Lili (MGM) . 

Lion Is in the Streets, A (WB) 
Little Boy Lost (Para.) 

Little Caesar (WB) (Reissue) 
Little Fugitive (Burstyn) 

Long, Long Trailer, The (MGM) 


Man from the Alamo ( Univ.) 
Man in the Attic (20th-Fox) 
Marry Me Again (RKO) . 
Martin Luther (de Rochemont) 
*Master of Ballantrae, The (WB) 
Miss Sadie Thompson (Col.) 
Mission Over Korea (Col.) 
Mister Scoutmaster (20th-Fox) 
Mogambo (MGM) 

tMoney from Home (Para.) 
Moon Is Blue, The (UA) 
Moonlighter, The (WB) 


Nebraskan, The (Col.) 
99 River Street (UA) 
No Escape (UA) 


Paratrooper (Col.) 

Paris Model (Col.). 
Plunder of the Sun (WB) 
Private Eyes (AA) 


Quo Vadis (MGM) (Reissue) 


Ride Clear of Diablo (Univ.) 
tRiot in Cell Block 11 (AA) 
tRob Roy (Disney-RKO) 

Robe, The (20th-Fox) . 

Roman Holiday (Para.) 


tSaadia (MGM) 

Sabre Jet (UA) 

Sailor of the King (20th-Fox) 
Salome (Col.) 

Sea Around Us, The (RKO) 
Sea of Lost Ships (Rep.) 
Shane (Para.) 

Shark River (UA) 

Sins of Jezebel (Lippert) 

Sky Commando (Col.) 

Slaves of Babylon one 

So Big (WB) 

*So This Is Love (WB).. 

Stalag 17 (Para.) ... 

Stand at Apache River (Univ.) 
Steel Lady, The (UA). 
Stranger Wore a Gun (Col.). 
Sword and the Rose, The (RKO) 


Take the High Ground (MGM).. 
Terror on a Train (MGM) 

Those Redheads from Seattle (Para.) 
Three Sailors and a Girl (WB) 
Thunder Bay (Univ.) .. 

Thunder over the Plains (WB) 

Torch Song (MGM).... 
Tumbleweed (Univ.) .. 


Veils of Bagdad (Univ.) 
Vicki (20th-Fox) Wy 


Walking My Baby Back Home (Univ.). 
War Arrow (Univ.) 

War of the Worlds (Para. ). 

War Paint (UA) 

Wild One (Col.) 

Wings of the Hawk (Univ.) 








nN 
ohnol @o nu 


w 
a 


i—-—-i-=- 1 


ul 
o 


leo NnNNNOWW 


iei-oi—-i! 
Ld Lad 
oti abi —-one—— hi ni-oeuw oo! 


1o 


cay 
—-c N—-WOA ANH W 








| TT al ->- Vito} at- lm ol me)aalelifelal 


sparks COLUMBIA’S 








THE MAD MAGICIAN S.. 


ASTOUNDING! q 
ASTONISHING: NATIONAL TV AND 


RADIO SATURATION | 


i so 
DIFFERENT 
yourtit" 


HARDLY 


Md 


COLUMBIA 


DELUXE PRESSBOOK! =| 
me oa ‘SPECIAL TRAILER! 
OUTSTANDING ADVERTISING! 
SPECTACULAR ACCESSORIES! 





| SS AS A ALL-OUT CAMPAIGN SELLS EITHER 2D OR 3D VERSION! 








